- 


aire. 
Pb, ~ 


: 


Mourh of 
de Sanaga, 


Di frevories 
ty weRvver, 


Return te 
Gorke. 


The WesTERN COAST Of AFRICA, 


682, acute Genius. The Negros are large, fat, and a Geree, and the Settlements on the Coaft, re- 1682. 
turned the fame Way to Fort St. Louis, which Le Maire. 


well proportioned, but filly, and of a flender 
Capacity. The Country inhabited by the Moers 
s a barren Defart, deftitute of Vechure: That 
of the Negros is a fertile Soil, abounding with 
Pafturage, and producing Millet and Trecs of 
feveral Kinds. 

Arter the River Sanaga has winded a- 
bout Kantorfi, and feveral other large IMands, 
it empties itfelf into the Sea by two diftinct 
Channels, in fifteen Degrees thirty-two Minutes, 
North Latitude. Between the Sea and the River 
there lies a Flat, or Bed of Sand*, about a 
Cannon-Shot over ; which, though level with the 
Water, compels the Sanaga to continue its 
Courfe fix Leagues before it can force a Paflage, 
This at length it does, by two Mouths, two 
Leagues afunder, forming an Ifland between. Each 
of thefe Channels is embarraffed with feveral 
Sand-Banks, made by the Wafhings of the River, 
caft back by the Sea, and fo left in Ridges, very 
dangerous to Shipping: For the Sea making a 
great Surf here, fcarce any Veflels dare venture 
through thefe Paffages when the River is low ; 
but in the Time oF its Overflowing, there is no 
Danger. 

Asourt fifteen Years ago, the Gentlemen of 
the Company having a Mind to take the Benefit 
of the Flood, fent fome Barks to difcover the 
Inhabitants about the Place, where the Branches 
of the Niger feparate, with a Defign to fail from 
the River Sanaga into that of Gambra; for the 
Englifs being Mafters of the Entrance by a Fort, 
hindered all other Nations from trading in the 
River that Way. There is no failing far-up the 
Sanaga, but when the Waters are high; at which 
Time Rocks may be failed-over, that at other 
Times ftand in the dry Channel. They fent-up 
thirty Men in thefe Barks, who went-up three 
hundred Leagues from the French Refidence, but 
underwent fuch Fatigues, that but five returned. 
One Time, having loft the Channel, their Bark 
ftuck faft among the Trees, but at length, by 
main Strength, they got her afloat. 

M. DANCOURT having difpatched his Bu- 
finefs at Fort St. Levis, with a fair Eafterly Wind 
palled the Barbarre, or Mouth of the Sanaga, 
then open: He went in one of the Company’s 
Barks on board the Rerowm, and weighing An- 
ehor, Fanuary the tenth, 1683, failed for Goree, 
c 


he performed in eight Days >. 

With regard to the general State of the 
Countries in this Weftern Part of Africa, le 
Maire gives the following Account : 
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THe Kingdom of the Sanaga® is the firlt Kingdom of 
Land belonging to the Negros. It has been for- rk: 


merly very confiderable. At prefent it is of 
fmall Note. ‘lhovgh they have a brave King, 


b yet for want of Force this Prince is become tri- 


utary to another. His Dominion extends itfclf 
along the River for the Space of forty Leagues, 
without reckoning fome petty Signories about its 
Mouth, and about ten or twelve Leagues Inland, 
all which are his Tributaries. The King is call- 
ed the Brak, which is an Appellation of Dig- 
on fe However abfolute he is, yet he is fo poor 
and miferable, that often he has not Milk for his 
own Support. 


ArTer the Kingdom of the Brat, you meet Sheyratic. 


that of the Sheyrati#, that is, The mo? Potent of 
the Empire. He has more than ten little Kings 
tributary to him, his Dominions extending on 
two Branches of the Savaga* for three hundred 
Leagues. 
Colour between the Afcors and Negros. They 
are far more civilized and hofpitable than the 
latter, Several French Seamen, who being ill- 
ufed by their Captains, fled to the Court of the 


d Sheyratik, were kindly received, admitted to his 


Table, and treated with great Generofity. That 
Prince, for the moft Part, feeds on Millet, Beef, 
and Dates, never drinking Wine or Brandy, as 
he is a ftriét Mohammedan. He can raife fifty 
thoufand Men, but cannot fubfift them long, for 
want of Provifions. 

HIGHER-up the River you meet the Countries 
of the Fargots* and Engueland', three hundred 
Leagues above [Fort St, Louis] where the French 
carry-on a Trade, The Inhabitants do not dif- 
fer from the Fidlis. Le Maire fays, he could 
get no Information of any Thing beyond them. 


His People, called Fiilis, arc of aTbe Filise 


Tue People, who inhabit the Coafts berween Peopls along 
the Sanaga and Gambra, are divided into three’ 9 


Sorts, the ‘Folloifs, the Sereres, and the Bur- 
bafins. They are governed by feveral petty Kin 
each abfolute behets finall Territories. The 
Principal of thefe, who hath the largeft Country, 
is the Amel*, (which is a Title) Sovereign of t 


waco, Shoar, which at this Seafon, the f ‘Felleifi, inhabiting from the Mouth of the Sa- 
Trees bein 


g in full Bloom, yielded a fine Pro- 
fpect. After which, M. Dancours having vilited 


* This is the Point of Barly. , 
dom eretted.by the Europeans, the fame with Heva/, 
Serarolez, or Sarogaies, as Marm:/ calls them. 


® See le Maire’s V » p. 50, &F fegg- 
1 Ir fhould be, bey qad ie me 
3, 


» Le Mairs’s Voyages, p. 45, & feqg: 


naga, till within fix or feven Leagues! of Cape 


de Perde, which contains from North to South. 


© This is a fictitious King- 
* Perhaps it fhould be on both Sides of the Samega. 


* This fees to be Guiclon, laid done in de /’ [e's Map.. 
® By Brae and others, the Dame/, who is King of 


Kayor. 


forty. 


f tel krosun Gambra, 
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Weft to Kaft Inland an hundred. The Country 
of the Sereres is fubjeét to a King, ftiled the. 
Fain*, whom the French call Portugadi, from 
a Town of that Name belonging to him. It 
extends ten or twelve Leagues along the Coaft, 


Jalofs. forty Leagues along the Sea-Coaft, and from a and runs an hundred Leagues Inland. The Ti- Jalot. 
tle of the King of the Barbefins, or Joual*, = 


Maire could not recolleét; but tays, his Ter- 
ritorics are of much the fame Extent with thofe 
of the Fain*. 





C.F & F%. 


X. 


4n Account of the Jalofs. 


Particularly thofé inbabiting towards the Gambra. 


INTRODUCTION, 


E Part of Africa, which falls within this b tries within Land on both Sides of the Sanaga, 


Saas 

Divifion of our Work, is that which 
lics between the eighth and eightcenth Degrees of 
North Latitude, and between the thirtieth Mi- 
nute and feventeenth or cighteenth Degrees of 
Eaftern Longitude ; contaming ten Degrees from 
South to North, and feventeen or eighteen from 
Weft to Eaft: Being bounded on the North by 
the Sabra, commonly called the Défart of Bar- 
bary, on the Eaft by Negroland, on the South by 
Guinea, and on the Welt by the Atlantic, or 
Weltern, Ocean, 

AirHoucs this Part of Africa is more fre- 
quented by £ ha than any other to the South 
ot Barbary and Egypt, yet our Knowledge is 
almoft wholly confined to the Coafts, and fome 
few of the Rivers, particularly the Sanage and 
With regard to the inland Countries, 
we are fo entircly ignorant, that we cannot al- 
certain the exact Situation, Bounds, or Extent 
of any of them. It may even be prefumed from 
the Confufion, Uncertainty, and Difagrcement 
which appear in the Accounts given by Authors 
of the Dominions lying within thefe Limits, 
that there are marty confiteratte Countries, whofe 
very Names have not yet reached the Ears of 
Europeans. In thort, Africa is but little difco- 
vered in Comparifon of Afa or America, al- 
though it is fcarce inferior to either for Variety 
of curious Produétions. 

However, as in feeing Part of any People, 
we commonly fee the Whole, we are better able 
to give an Account of the feveral Nations, than 
Countries, within this Divifion. Of thefe Na- 
tions the principal are, the Falofs, the Fiilis, 
and the Mandingos. "The Filis poflefs the Coun- 


+ A Miftake, perhaps, for Tain, or Tin, as Brae writes the Title of the King of Kuyor. 
© See /e Maire’s Voyages, p. 59, & /eg¢- 


King of Salum, or Bar/alli. 


to the North und Eaft; the fergi are fituate 
partly to the South of the Fi/is, and partly to 
the Weft along the Ocean, on which Side it 
takes-up the whole Breadth of the Country be- 
tween the Sanaga and the Gambra, in one or 
two Places. The A@andingos lic to the South 
and Eaft of the Falofs, fpreading on both Sides 
of the Gambra from its Source (oerhars) to the 
Sea. Thefe latter are mixed almoft every-where 


c among the two former Nations, and feem ra- 


ther to be Intruders than original Inhabitants, 
efpecially towards the Coafis. That this is tiv 
groundlefs Conjecture appears from their Colour, 
which is adeep Tawney ; whereas that of all the 
reft of the Inhabitants of this Part of Africa, 
and to the Southward, till you come towards the 
4 Good Ilope, is Black. 


E have already, in the preceding Book, Mure. 
given fome Account of the three Nations before-"4"4#- 
d mentioned, particularly the Fiu/is, as well as of 


the Sarakolez, Sereres, Flips, Bagnons, Papel, 
ri igs &c. which leffer Nations we have 
fpoken of fufficiently in their refpective Territo- 
nes; But as the three former are found in the 
South, about the Gambra, as well as in the North, 
with fome Difference of Circumftances, and this 
Southern Quarter is the proper Country of the 
Mandingos, of whom we eve as yet treated but 
fparingly, we fhall add fuch farther Account of 


e them as is to be met with in Travellers, parti- 


cularly thofe collected in this Book. 

We fhall afterwards give the natural Hiftory 
of the Countries within the fame Limits; but it 
muft be obferved, that as we have already treat- 
ed of the Animals and“Produétions more peculiar 


» This is the 


te 
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Jalof. to the Countries we have deferibed, the Reader a the Inhabitants of Rio frefeo, or Rufifeo, near aot. 


=—— will here meet with only thofv chiefly, which are Cape de Verde, fays, that not many of them are 


¢ common to all, or moft of them. 


SECT. 2 


The Jalofs, as to their Perfons, Difagreement 
and Inaccuracy of Authors on this Occafion, 
Their Vices. Great Cheats. Sell one another. 
A Son fells bis Father. Sell themfolues. Ave 
addiéted to Sorcery. Great Drunkaris. 
pitable, and very poor. Different Forms of Ge- 
vernment among the Negros. Eleétive King- 
doms. Kaydr hereditary. The Kings very ab- 
Solute; Proud and haughty. Approached with 
great Submiffion. Their Drefi. Give Audience 
in much State. No Acce/s without eens 
Importunate Beggars; Mean ditions of them. 


HE Falefi, or Folloifs, (according to Mr. 
] Moare) Jedll?on the North Side of the 
a 


mbra, and thence Iniand. Their Country is 
vattly large, and extends cven to the River Sa- 
naga. ‘Thefe People are much blacker and hand- 
fomer than cither the Mandinges or Flips, not 
having the broad Nofes and chick Lips peculiar 
to thofe Nations. In fhort, Mr. Adore fays, 
none of the Inhabitants of thofe Countries (and 
he had feen great Numbers of cach) come-up to 
the Falofs for Blacknefs of Skin, and Beauty of 
Features *. 

Trey arc in general given to Arms, and have 
feveral Cuftoms for ae up their natural 
Fiercenefs and Hardinefs. Authors do not al- 
ways diftinguifh the Falofs, with the fame Ac- 
curacy as Mr. Afoore, from the Mandingos, and 
other flat-nofed Blacks, with whom they are 
mixed in fome Parts, efpecially along the Coaft 
between the Sanaga and Gambra; and though 
they feparate them fometimes by Name, yet they 
are apt to confound them in the Defcription. 
They feem to think, that flat Nofes and thick 
Lips are infeparable from all the People of thefe 
Countries; and that if any of them are found 
with better Features, it is merely accidental. 

BARBOT, treating of the Blacks in general 
of thefe Quarters, fays, that they are all of an 
exceeding fine Black, well limbed, ftrait, lufty 
and aétive Men, their Teeth white and well fet, 
their Nofes flattifh, and Lips big*. From hence 
one might be apt to think, that the Yalofs near 
the Sanaga, elfpecially thofe along the Coat, 
differ in Features from thofe more within Land, 
and near the Gambra; re Villault, defcribing 


* See Moore's Travels, p. 30, & /eg. 
Voyage to Guinea, p. 27. : 
A a. 


3 


Ho/- b fome Lip, and Nofe proportionable *. 


a. 


> See Barbet’s Delcription of Guinea, p. 34. 
See fe Muire's Voyage to the Can 
§ Labat's Afrique Occidentate, vol. 2. p. 170, 


flat-nofed* ; and /e Alaire, who {peaks only of 
fiat-nofed and big-lipped Negros, as if no otner 
were to be met with upon that Coaft, yct de- 
clures, he did not find it true, that they moft 
efteemed fuch Features: On the contrary, that 
excepting their Colour, they had the fame Con- 
fideration for Beauty that the French have; and 
that they love » fine Eye, a little Mouth, hand- 
How- 
ever, in thofe Parts belonging to the Mandingos, 
or where thefe Jattcr are mixed with the ‘falofs, 
one muft expect to meet with the Features com- 
mon to that People. 


BARBOT, Speaking of the Blacks along the Téeir ices. 


Coutts, fays, they are genteel and courteous, of 
a vigorous, ftrong Conftitution, but lewd and 
lazy to Excefs, which makes them miferably 
poor ; impudent, knavifh, revengetul, proud, and 
fond of Praife ; extravagant in their Expicfiions, 
Liars, abufive, gluttonous, cxtremely luxurious, 
and fo intemperate, that they drink Brandy like 
Water; Crasotuleat in dealing: Rather than work, 
they will rob and murder on the high Way, or 
carry-off thofe of a neighbouring Village, and 
fell them for Slaves. Thofe of ‘Fuala, Porto 
a’ Ale, and Yara, are great Cheats and Thicves. 


At the Jaft of thefe Places, they are fo dexterous GressCircis. 


at ftealing, that they will rob a European before 
his Fac=, without being perceived, for drawing, 
what they fix their Mind upon away with one 
Foot, they taking it up behind ©. 

LABAT makes the fame Remark on the Fa- 
lofs at the Sanaga. You muft not here watch a 

hief’s Hands, but his Feet; tor as the greatcft 
Part of the Negros go bare-foot, they can ufe 
their Tues as nimbly as their Fingers, They 
take-up a Pin from the Ground; and if there lies 
but a Piece of Iron, a Knife, Sciffars, or any 
Thing upon the Floor, or alow Bench, they 
will come-up, and sarang their Back to the 
Booty, ftare you full in the Face, with their 
Hands held wide-open, while they convey the 
Things off with their Toes, and bending their 
Knee, lift them up to their Waiftband; fo that the 
Theft is immediately hidden under their Cloth : 
Then putting their Hand behind, they take it 
out of their Toes, and difpofe of it under their 


f Cloaths 


Nor are they (fays ey more honeft to 
their own Countrymen, the Inland-Blacks (or 
Mountaineers, as they call them) who come- 
down to trade at the Factories: For, under Co- 


© Fillavle's 
© See 


lour 


Ifes, Ge. p. 101, 
/4- 
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Jato. lour of helping them to carry their Goods, or 
of ferving as Interpreters, they will fteal half of 
what they have 3, 

THEY go farther yet, for fome fell their own 
Children, Kindred, or Neighbours. This Bar- 
fot tells us has often happened : “To compafs it, 
they defire the Perfon they intend to fell, tohelp 
them in carrying fomething to the Faétory, by 
the Way of ‘L'rade; and when there, the Perfon 
fo deluded, not underftanding the Language, is 
fold, and delivered up as a Slave, notwith- 
ftanding all his Refiftance, and exclaiming againft 
Son fell the Treachery *. Le Maire tells an odd Story 
bis Father. on this Occahon, which Barbot fays le heard in 

Africa, A Man, it feems, had formed a Defign 
of felling his Son, who fufpeéting his Intention, 
when they came to the Factory, went afide to 
the Store-houfe, and fairly fold his Father. When 
the old Man faw them about to fetter him, he 
cried-out, he was his Father; but the Son de- 
ying it, the Bargain held-good. ‘The Son met 
his Defert, for, returning with his Merchandize, 
he met a Negra Chief, who ftripped him of his 
ill-gotten Wealth, and fold him at the fame 
Market *, 

ABUNDANCE of little Blacks, of both Sexes, 
are alfo ftolen away by thcir Neighbours, when 
found abroad on <2 Roads, or in the Woods, 
or elle in the Légans 4, or Corn-Fields, where 
they are kept all Day to fcare the fmall Birds, 
that come in Swarms to feed on the Millet. In 
Times of Famine, Abundance of thefe People 
will fell themfelves, to prevent ftarving. The 
Dearth in thefe Parts was fo great in December, 
1681, that Barbot could have bought a great 
Number at very eafy Rates at Goree, if he could 

only have found Provifions to fubfift them. 

Addifled Tue fame Author fays, they arc much ad- 
Serery — di€ted to Sorcery, or Divination by Lots; which 
is practifed chiefly by their Priefts, who pretend 
to a Power of commanding Snakes and Serpents. 
Walla-filla, a former King of Fuala, who was 
reckoned the greateft Magician and Poifoner in 
the Country, could (they tells us) by his Art, 
bring all his Forces together ina Moment, though 
ever fo far difperfed *, 

LE MAIRE obferves, that the Negro In- 
terpreters fcarce ever give a true Account of 
what is fpoken, reprefenting the Senfe quite con- 
trary, and, by that Means, often render Bar- 
gains litigious. When the Blacks think themfelves 
uleful to you, grow quite unfupportable. 
They are continually drunk, gorged with Bran- 
dy; for Palm-Wine is not fo plentiful as to be 
siways at Hand. In thefe Moods their Reafon 


® See Barber's Defcription of Guinra, p. 34. 
Canary Iles, &e. p. 52, © feg. 
€ Ley Maire's Voyage to the ania 


Sil oae- 
another. 


Sel! thems 


Selves. 


Great Dran- 
herd, 


4 In the Original, Cong 
Wes, p. 80, & Jeqq. ; 
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a is quite loft, and you fee nothing but a furious Jalofs. 
Brute. They have no Notion of Refition 
nor any Tincture of Civility. Their Ignoranc 

is fuch, that they can fcarce comprehend that 

two und two make four ; nor have they any 

Knowledge of their Age, or the Days of the 

Week, for which they have no Names. They to4:table. 

have but one good Quality, which is, that they 

are very hofpitable : “hey never fuffer a Stran- 

ger of their own Nation to go from them with- 

b out cating and drinking. ‘Ihcey alfo prefs him ta 
ftay feveral Days: But they take-care to con- 
ceal their Brandy from their Guefts, fince other- 
wife they could not for Shame deny it them; 
and they make up what they give to the Moun- 
taineers, by cheating them of half the Brandy 
er receive for their Merchandize. 

HEY are all cxtreamly poor, their whole yyy py, 
Stock being a few Cattle, of which the richeft 
have not above forty or fifty, and two or three 
Horfes, with perhaps as many Slaves. It is very 
rare they have any Picces of Gold to the Value 
of eleven or twelve Piftoles ‘. 

Amonc the Blacks in fome Countries, the Form sfGo- 
Crown is hereditary; in others, elective. In‘*’"™"* 
fome of the hereditary Countries, as foon as the 
King is dead, his Brother fucceeds, and not his 
Son: But when the Brother dics, the Son of 
the former King afcends the Throne, and after 
him his Brother again, and not his Son. In o- 

d ther hereditary Kingdoms the Nephew by the 

Sifter’s Side, fucceeds; the Reafon is becaufe 

they can be certain only of thefe being of the 

Blood-Royal. 

In the elective Countries, when the King is ¢y9,.,, 

dead, three or four of the greateft Perfons choofe Kinpise:s, 

a King, referving to themfelves a Power of de- 

pofing or banifhing him for any Mifmanagement 

as they think fit: This often occafions civil 

Broils, the Kindred of the depofed King, not- 

e withftanding the Conftitution, endeavouring to 
ufurp the one £, 

Ture Government of Kayer, whofe King is Kayor 
ftiled the Damel, is monarchical and hereditary ; 41): 
though not to the King’s own Sens, but his Ne z 
phews, by the Sifter’s Side. A Cuftom ground- 
ed on this Principle, that his Children may be 
fpurious ; but that his Sifter’s Sons are inconteft- 
ably her own, and therefore more certainly of 
Royal Blood. 

veRY body comes to congratulate the Prince 
upon his Acceffion, as a peculiar Felicity; for 
the Empire being always contefted among the 
Brothers, falls to hing, who has the greateft Force, 
or the beft Succefs, 


* Did. p. 47- 


c 


f 


* See /e Maire’s Voyage to the 
aes. * Barbot, ubi fupra, p. 47, & fy. 
& Barbot, ubi fupra, p. 55. N 
1] 


—Jalots. 


Kone @ 
ashi. © 


Proud ard 
Aanghty. 


atpprvached 


meth peeat 


Sulinifior. 
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No Prinees in the Univerfe, /e Maire thinks, a upon his Knees, and from Time to Time flings ft. 
are more abfolute and revered than thefe Negro Sand upon his Forehead *. w™ 
Kings ; which Deference is an Effeét of their His Majefty, very flighting of his Subjects, 
Severity ; for the leaft Tranfgreffion, whereby feems not to regard what lias been faid to hin, 
the King’s Difpleafure is incurred, is punifhed diverting himfelf fome other Way; however he 
with Decollation, Confifcation of Goods, and does not omit, at the End of the aranguc, wich 
enflaving the whole Family of the Offender. an extreamly affected Gravity, after which the 
The ordinary People are lefs mifcrable in this Petitioner falls back among the Courtiers in 
Rofpect than the Grandces *, being only fubjeét waiting ". 
to Captivity on the like Occafions *, Barbet However abfolute the Kings on the Gambra Tur D>. 
fays, they are fo abfolute, that, upon any flight b are, yet they fcarce differ in Behaviour or Cloath- 
Pretence, they order their Subjects to be fold for ing from the common Blacks, unlefs upon folemn 
Slaves, without Regard to Rank or Profeffion. Occafions. Their Wealth, for the moft Part, 
Thus a Marbit was fold to him at Gree, by the only confifting in Camels, Dromedaries, Beeves, 
Alkade of Rio Frefeo, by fpecial Order of the Goats, Millet and Fruic. 
Damel, for fome Mifdemeanors. This Pricit Av’ giving Audience to Enyoys or Europeans, 
was above two Months aboard the Ship, before they adorn them{clves more than at other Times, 
he would {peak one Word. As their Wil isa putting on them a red or bine Coat or Dou- 
Law, they impofe what Taxes they pleafe, which ler, hung about with Elephants Tails, or of o- 
is the (chicf) Reafon why the Blacks in general ther wild Beafts, and fmall Bells, Bugles, and 
are fo poor and miferable ce Cora) ; having on their Heads Bonnets made of 
As foon as the King is invefted with the Royal Offer, with litle Horns of Goats, Antclopes, 
Authority, the People pay him great Veneration, or Bucks. They are then attended by a confi- 
and he aflumes a haughty, imperious Carriage to = derable Number of Blacks, and walk with much 
all his Subjects, of what Quality foever, and is State and Gravity, generally holding a Pipe in 
an abfolute Tyrant *. No ‘olloifs (in Barfalli) their Mouths, to the Place appointed for the Au- 
except the King and his pene 5 are allowed to dience, which, in fome Places, is under a tall, 
lie under Tendres (which are Cloths to keep-off — ftately Tree, as practifed by the King of Barfalli 
Flies and Mufqucttos) upon Pain of Slavery. Bar §. 
The like Punifhment attends thofe who prefume W Hex the Damel gives Audience to forcign Gres Audi- 
to fit upon the fame Mat with the Royal Family, d Envoys, his Guards do Duty about him, armed esr inStte 
unlefs ordered fo to do *. with Aflagayes, or Javelins. ‘The King of Je- 
Nowe can approach the Dem-/ without a great a@/a has commonly five hundred for his Guard, 
deal of Trouble and Circurmipedtion ; and few divided into three Bodies, through which the 
are admitted to fee the inward Apartments of Envoy is to pafs, before he reaches the King’s 


his Palace. When a great Lord, though one of 
his Relations, has procured an Audiencg, he puts- 
off his Frock at the Entrance of the Court, be- 
ing, quite naked from the Girdle upwards. When 
he approaches the King, he falls upon the Ground 
on both Knees. 
and with hoth Hands often ftrews Sand upon his 
Head and Face. Afterwards rifing up, he ftill re- 

eats the fame Ceremony as he advances from 
Yiftance to Diftance, «it he comes within two 
Paces of his Majcfty. Here he remains, and 
opens the Reafons he had to demand an Audi- 
ence. Having finifhed his Compliment, which 
is made kneeling, he rifes, without daring to 


caft a Glance upon the King, refting his Hands 


* Je ix no Matter how much Minifters are at the Difpofa] of the Prince, fo the People be free. 
wid feel the Smart of it. 
© Sec Barber's Defcription of Guinea, p. 47, and 57. 


that thofe who bring-in and fupport arbi 
to the Canary Iles, Rec. p. 106, & fogg. 
Travels into the Inland Parts g# Africae, p. 213. 


Power, 


obferves, that others knecl down at a great Diftance. and advance all the 


Then he bows down his Head, e 


Apartment; and in the Courts there are fifteen 
or twenty Horfes, indifferently well accoutred, 
and adorned with Grifgris to fhew his Magnifi- 
cence ", 

At thefe Audiences the Arabs and Alarhiits 
have a much greater I’recdom than the reft of 
the Negros; but the French have more than ci- 
ther. hen the Europeans accoft the Damel, 
they make their Reverence, and he reaches out 
his Hand to put upon theirs. When this is done, 
he cither fits or lies (as is the Negros Cuftom) 
upon a Bed, decked with a Quilt, covered with 
red Leather, having a Pipe in his Mouth. He 
then makes then fit down hy him, and afks them 
what they have brought along with them, There 


Tr is but juff, 
° Le Maire's Voyage 
4 Meore’s 
* Barbot, who agrees in this Account with /e Mairr, 
ay upon their Knees, continually 


firewing Earth or Sand, as before ; to denote that they are but Duft, in Refpett of their King. See Barlor's 


Defcription of Guinea, p. 56. 


* Le Maire’s Voyage, p. 107, & /rgg. 
p. {: and ae Bar, at prefent, belongs to the King of Barra, not h 
ox, U, N° L. 


6 Barbor, ubi fupra, 
im of Barfalli, » Ibid, p. 56. 
L} is 
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N Aan 


{ith 


Tmycrtusate 
Lagart, 


rath re- 


Voyaces and TRAVELS along 
Jalo&, js no approaching any of thefe Kings without a a for Fear of drawing the Refentment of the Jalefs.- 


Prefent*. Thofe made to the King of Berfalli, 
at Bar, or his Deputy, in his Alveace, for an 
European, contits of ten, filteen or twerty Bars 
of Tron, fome Runlets of Brandy, a Sword, or 
a Firelock, a Hat, or the like. But good Bran- 
dy is generally the mott ecceptable; and fome- 
times belore the Audience ts over, the King 
will be almoft drunk with it: For the rett he a- 
grees in every thing with the Nines about che 
Sanaga. But the Blacks here look upon their 
Kings as very extraordinary Sorcerers and For- 
tunc-tellers; and believe, drat AZzera, former- 
ly King of Great Kajlan, belides his mighty 
Skill in Magic, and Commerce with the Devils, 
could, by their Help, blow fo violently with his 
Mouth, as if ull ‘Things about him: would have 
been torn in Pieces: Alfo that he raifed Flames 
and Fire from the Earth, whenever he called 
upon his infernal Spirits *. 

Ir is ufual likewife, as oft asa Negio King 
vifits you, to make him a Prefent, Thefe Vifits 
are a Burden when they are too near you, by 
Reafon of their Frequency ; and it is beft to be 
cautious how you introduce any new Praétice a- 
mong them, for one Precedent is a fufficient 
Handle ever afterwards for claiming a Prefent 
upon any like Occafions. 

LABAT, {peaking of the Jalof-Princes near 
the Sanaga, fays, that they are great Beggars, 
and bolder than any Mendicant. They are very 
artful at this Trade. They begin with afking 
for Trifles, which oftentimes they have no Oc- 
cafion for, but this is done only to try your Pulfe ; 
and if they find you ready to give, they prefent- 
ly become more importunatc, and you muft ei- 
Ser give them whatever they afk, or break with 
them. The only Way therefore is to part with 
nothing till they have, in a manner, earned it 
by Intreaties. Generally {peaking there is no fa- 
tafying them. If they cannot get you to give 
them fomething, they will try to borrow; and 
if you do not comply, they will forbid your 
Trading, or de you fome Injury, in which Cafe 
there is no Remedy. The Frenh have been for- 
ced fometimes to make ufe of violent Means, 
when they cannot get the Princes to difcharge 
thefe forced Loans, by pillaging fome Vitlogte 
and making Slaves of the Inhabitants; after 
which, they have balanced Accounts with his 
Majefty, and paid for as many as they had taken 
above their Due. But thefe Meafures be er 
Author) don’t always fucceed; and even though 
one was fure of getting paid this Way, yet that 
it would be better not to make a Praétice of it, 


* Le Maire, p, 100. 
dintale, vol. 3. p. 198, & fag. 


 fbid. p. 58. © Barbot calls him Cope. 


> See Barbot's Defcription of Guinea, p. 79. 
4 Le Maire’s Voyages, p. 110. 
* By Labar, Fagaraf. 


Cowstry upon a Man, which fooney or later he 
wouid feel to his Coft *, 

‘Tury are fo very beggarly with all their 
Pride, that when an Rivey has any thing about 
hin which pleafes the King, as 2 Coat, Shors, 
Stockings, Sword, or Hit, he requires to try 
them, which he does, one after another. This 
he did foon after they arrived, to an Envey of 
Mr. Dancourt, and took from him a Brocade 

b Waiftcoat, his Stockings, Hat and Shoes: So 
thet he returned co thein ftripped naked, had not 
he by good Chance taken another Suit with him 
of leffer Value*, Another Author tells us, that 
at an Audience the Aiench Factor at Gore had 
of the King of ‘fuala, that Prince took-off the 
Hat of the Friar who went with him; and took 
it very ill of the Faétor, who defired him to re- 
turn the Friar his Hat, as being a very poor 
Man, faying, that he did not want to he advilesd 
by him. Next Day, however, he fent the Friar 
a young Slave, by way of Amenis *. 


c 


SOD. ib 
Jalofs Nobility, and the Miniflers. Civil Afa- 


giftrates. Great Equity amy them. Crim:- 
nal Punifhments, Corruption anong Negro 
ig Prefents make and unmuke Kings. Prr- 
ces how raifed. Their Cavalry and Infantry. 
Expert Archers. No Difeipline. Their I ay 
of Fighting. The Brak, King of Hoval: /1/s 
tharudter. The Damel, King of Kayor. King 
of Barfalli: His Manners: Drefs: Very vruct 
and defpotic : His Government : Courfe of Life. 
Bamey Haman Seaka: fis Agility: “His ill 
Fortune, 


HE Jats towards the Sanaga have a 

Sort of Nobility and Gentry, whom they 

€ call Sabibobos, as they do the Grandces and Prin- 
ces of the Blood, Tenhalas, thefe arc, us it were, 
the Seminary of their Kings, who are chofen 
from among them, but never under thirty ‘ 
Years old. Le Maire fays, the Damel has under 
him feveral Minifters of State, who affft him 
in the Government and Exercife of Juftice. Kon- 
di*®, who is a tributary Sovercign, is like the 
High Conftable (in France) and has the general 
Command of the King’s Army. The Grand 
f Pech 4 is the Chief Juitice through all the 
ing’s Dominions, and goes his Circuits from 
Time to Time to hear Complaints, and deter- 
mine Controverfies. “Ihe King’s Alzari ' (or 
Treafurer) exercife® the fame Employ as the 


© Labat's Afrique Oui- 
© Barhot, ubi fupra, p. 56- 
§ Le Maire, and*others, write Alzair. 
Great 
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and has under him Alkadis, or Aldairs of Jarec 
Villages, much like Lords in France * . 

BARBOT fays, the fevers) Officers, bot) 
civil and military, have their Subalterns in every 
Part of the Land; and in every Town of any 
Note an Alkadi, or “Ferafo; that the Kondi, who 
is both Viceroy and Generalifimo, in the former 
of thofe Qualities goes the Circuit with the 
Grand ‘Ferufo, or Chief Juftice, both to hear 
Caufes and to infpeét into the Behaviour of the 
Alfadis in their feveral littricts. 

THE Alkadis, or chicf Magiltrates of Towns, 
are generally Colleélors of the King’s Duties and 
Revenues, and accountable to the Kinz's d/za- 
ri, or Great Treafurer, Vhe Word Alkadi, whe 
in thefe Part, is common to both Whites and 
Blacks, and fignifies the €fovernor of a ‘Town, 
or Village. 

VASCONCELAS, quoted by Barbat, favs, that 
the Negros on this Coaft much excel the Sanavus, 
in their civil Government, as much better obferv- 
ing diftributive and commutative Juftice, and pro- 
ceeding with much Prudence and Seerecy in the 
Affairs which concer: the Prefervation or Ag- 
grandizing of their State ; being very impartial 
in diftributing Rewards, and inflicting Punisb- 
ments. The anticnteft are preferred to be the 
Prince’s Counfellors, who keep always about his 
Perfon; and the Men of mot Judgment and 
Experience ure the Judges, fitting every-where 
in Oyer and ‘Terminer *. 

‘Trey order Jultice to be done uporthe Spot. 
A Thief convicted, is punifhed by being made 
a Slave; and it is rare that any one is put to 
Death for this Crime. Le Adaire fays, when a 
Negro is accuféd of a Crime, for which he can- 
not be eafily canviéted, he is obliged to lick a 
red hot [ron three Times. If it burns him, he 
is adjudged as guilty ; if not, the Suit ts difmilt 
Sed ©. Barbet adds, that he is difcharged with- 
eut Cofts, but that he mult, together with the 
Informer, immediately rin away. Adoore fays, 
that along the Gambra this is done by feaiding 
Water, and gives un Inftance of it". in 

However it is, here as in other more civi- 
lized Parts, Juttice is not fo impartially admini- 
itred, but that very often the Judges, nay the 
King himfelf will, through Pavour, Prejudice, 
or Corruption, conilenin the Innocent and Die 
trefed, and clear rich and powerful Criminals ©. 


Correpresigf TDunine le Matre's Stay in this Country, a 
Veekres Paffage happened which will fufficiensly ditcover 


what powerful Effeéts Prelents have upon thefe 
Princes: Two petty Kiegs, (Uncle and Ne- 


b 


c 


d 


c 


about a forry Sort of Sovereignty, and finding 
dil Arguments of no Efteét, refolved, at laft, 
to put an End to it, either by Arms, or the 
King’s Sentence ; and this Prince having forbid- 
den all other Means, they were obliged to refer 
themfclves to his Decifion. 

Ow the Day appointed for Sentence, the two 
Parties aflembled in the great Space before 
the Palace, accompanied with very numcrous 
Attendants ; who formed two Battalions, diftant 
from each other about thirty Paces, all armed 
with Darts, Arrows, Ajfagayes, Javelins, and 
Moorifh Kuives, ‘The King followed with fix 
Hundred Men, accoutred with their Grifgris: 
he was mounted on a fine Barbary Horie, and 
fo placed himfelf betwixt the two Rivals. 
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tributary to the Dame/, baving a Contcft  Jalofs. 


‘THoucu they all fpoke the fame Language, projius 


yet they made ufe of Interpreters, who repeated malr 


tu the King what they had heard. The Ne- 
phew, who was the Son of the deceafed King, 
finithed his Harangue, in alledging, That, fince 
God had before given the Dominions in difpute 
to his Father, they muft needs belong to him as 
his Right; and that thus he hoped, from his 
Majetiy, the Conhrmation of the Title, which 
could nor be difputed without palpable Injuftice. 
‘The King having harkened to him very atten- 
tively, tuld him, with an Air full of Gravity, 
Gud gave it you, and, after him, I give it you 
agarn, 

SucH a peremptory Anfwer foon difperfed the 
Uncle's Party. The Guirtots, with their Inftru- 
ments and Drums, celebrated the Prailes of the 
Victorious, faying to him, You merit this Dig- 
nity far beyond the other, and the King has done 
you nothing but Juftice ; you are by much the 
finer Man, more rich, more potent, and more 
valiant. 


Whuitst this wretched Prince dreamed of tid unmrte 
nothing but enjoving his Happinefs, he was fur- Kings 


prized, the Day following, to fee himfelf flript 
of all avain, by the corrupt King; who, having 
met with a better Prefent from the Uncle, dif- 
poflefled the Nephew, whom he had enthroned 
the Evening before, and inftulled the other in his 
Room. ‘This Reverfe of Fortune foon changed 
the Notes of the Gurriets, and they began to ex- 
tol him they bad before decried. 


Tre Negro Kings zo to War on flight Pre Firces, bow 
ftences. When this happens, the Kond: aflem-ruifed. 


bles the chicf Men, and the reft of the Subjeéts, 
of whom he competes the Cavalry and Infantry. 
They (chlor have a Body of above one thoufand 
five hundred Men; fo that their Wars are rather 


a Le Maive’s Voyages to the Canary les, p. 014, fig. Hewes, 27 try Mkadi, Mkadhi, or Alkozt, 


fianifies, in Arabic, the Jude. 
diye, and le Myirisy Pp. 115. 


* See Babst's Deluiption of Gainen, p. 57, © Jeg. 
4 See before, p. 223. a. 


© Burts, 
Skirmithes. 


© Balu, abi fapra, p. 58. 
L1l2 
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Ja'ofs. Skirmifhes, In all the Kingdom they can hardly a 


tins Cae 
Bnlhye 


Th: Tees, 


Frpert 
edechers, 


No Diji- 
pane. 


VovAGEs and TRAVELS along 


Mofter two hundred Horfe. 

Wien the King takes the Field, he has no 
Oceafion fur Suttlers, being provided for, and 
all his Train, by the Women of the Villages 
through which he pafies. They ferve him up, 
fainctumes, fifty wooden Platters of Kuki/h, fea- 
foned after feveral Ways. He keeps what he likes 
beft, giving the reft to his People, who are fre- 
quently as Geary after the Repaft as before *. 

Tue Cavalry are armed with Zagayes, or Affa- 
gays, (a Sort of large Dart, very long, and three or 
four Spears, with Heads bigger than thofe of Ar- 
rows, having {mall Jags, which tear the Wound in 
drawing out) and fo loaded with Grifgris, that 
if difmounted, they can fcarce walk four Yards. 
They can throw thefe Javelins and Zagayes 
a great Way, and go very rarely without 
them. Befides thefe, they have a Simetar, 
and a Mboorif Knife a Cubit long, and the 
Breadth of two Thumbs. ‘hey guard-off their 
Adverfaries Blows with a round Buckler made 
of very thick Leather; and, though thus en- 
cumbered, they have their Hands and Arms at 
Liberty, and can attack very fmartly. 

‘ue Foot are armed with a Simetar, a Ja- 
velin, and a Quiver ftocked with fifty or fixty 
poifuned Arrows; whofe Wounds are furely 
mortal, unlefs immediately {cered with a hot 
Iron. The Teeth, or Beards, of the Arrows 


Tue firft Shock being over, they often re- 
new the Attack every Day, for two or three 
Days together. When they are tired with fight- 
ing, they fend AMarbits, on cach Side, to treat 
of Peace; and, when they have agreed upon Ar- 
ticles, they fwear to keep them upon the Kordu 
and by Mebammed. ‘The Prifoners, on cither 
Side, have no Benefit, but remain the Captor’s 
Slaves ever after they are firft taken ¢. 

Ir remains to give an Account from le Maire 


band Moore of the Falof Kings, who rcigned at 


the Times they were in Africa. 
THE King 


was of finall Note, though they had a brave 
King, who is ftiled Brak; yet for Want of 
Force, he became tributary to another. His 
Dominions extend along the River for forty 

agues, without reckoning fome petty Sig- 
niories about its Mouth, and for ten or twelve 
Leagues up the Country. Though very abfolute, 
he is fo poor, that often he has not 
his own Support. 
what he has of that Grain he ufually gives to 
them, und contents himfelf with a Pipe of To- 
bacco and a fmall Quantity of Brandy. Some- 
times he makes Incurfions on the weakeft of his 
Neighbours, driving-off their Cattle, or making- 
Slaves of them, which he fells for Brandy. When 
his Stock of this grows low, he locks it up in a 


produce another bad Effect, fince they can- d fmall Cheft, giving the Key to one of his Fa- 


not be taken out the Way they went in, but 
muft be forced quite through the Part entered. 
The Bow is made of a Reed very like 2 Bam- 
bii; and, for a String, they ufe another Sort of 
Wood", very curioufly fitted up. 

Tuey arc fo dextrous in fhooting out of 
Bows, that they will hit a Mark no bigger than 
a Crown-Piece above fifty Paces*. They march 
without any Order of Difcipline, even in the 


Enemy’s Country. The Guiriots excite them to ¢ 


the Battle by the Sound of their Inftruments. 
As foon as they are within Shot, the Infantry 
difcharge their Arrows, and the Cavalry throw 
their Javelins: This is followed by the Blows 
of their Zagayes. They fpare their Enemies as 
much as poffible; but it is only that they may 
have the more Slaves, from which Perfons of 
Quality, taken Prifoners, are not exempted. As 
they fight naked, and are very dextrous, their 


vourites, whom he difpatches, perhaps, thirty 
Leagues off; and thus faves his Liquor by put- 
ting it out of his Power to get at it. If he has 
no Opportunity of exercifing his Tyranny on his 
Neighbours, he makes no Scruple of living on 
his own Subjects, ftaying with his Court (which 
confifts of two hundred of thofe, who have 
learnt all the worft Qualities of the Whites) till 
he has cat up the Inhabitants ; and if they pre- 
fume to complain, felling them for Slaves *. 


Tue Damel, or King, of Kayor, (which lies 7% Damet, 
was no lefs fond of Li- Kine ef 
quor than the Brak. As the French Faétors ne-™*°" 


to the South of Hoval) 


ver appear before him, but cither to intercede 
for fome Favour, or to make Complaints of his 
Officers, and Infults made upon fome white Men, 
they never went empty-handed ; the ufual Pre- 
fent being ten or twelve Pots of Brandy, a little 
Parcel] of Sugar, fome Birds Heads, five or fix 


Wars are very bloody; efpecially as they are £ Ells of Linen, and fome Picccs of Coral '. 


very hardy, and had rather lofe their Lives, than 
be tainted for Cowardice. Thus their Contempt 
for a Coward, together with the Fear of lofing 
their Liberty, exalts their Bravery much. 


* See de Maire's V . tar, SF fegg. 
fays, they are of little Perce, ail the Déaper be fa 
© bid. p. 50, &F fegg. 


Barbot adds, Garlick. 


As the Brandy-Bottle lafts, the Prince is drunk > 
No Anfwer is to be expected till all the Liquor is 


out. When he grows fober he gives his Au- 
dience of Conger, perfenting the Fa@or with 
© Fob 


Le Muire's Voyages, p. 116, & /-99. 


Jatoh 


om of Senegal (fo le Maire calls 7» Prax 


Hoval) was formerly confiderable, but, in 1682, 7 */ 


oval, 


ilet for spy cy 
He is fo fond of Horfes, that-v-te. 


two. 


~whalofs. two or three Slaves, which he fends to lave ta- a they pulled off their Caps 
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Sev——ken-up in the neareft Villages. Unhappy arc 


Baril 


Fis Man- 


mrs, 


Drefrs 


Very Cruel, 


very paffionate, and, when an 
frofited him, he did not fcrup 


they who, at that ‘I‘ime, fall into the Hands of 
his Guards, for they ftay to make no Choice ! 

Wuarever Care is taken for carrying Pro- 
vifions, when ~ become a Solicitor at this 
Court, yet whilft you are there you are ready to 
die with Hunger, fince the King requires your 
Stock, and eats the beft half for his Share. He 
gives you, in Recompence, a Quarter of a Ca- 
mel, (which is very coarfe Food) a little Xu/- 
kufh, and fome Palm -Wine?*. 

THE ‘Falofs bordering immediately on the 
Gambra, inhabit the Kingdoms of Barfalli and 
Lower Yani. Mr. Moore informs us, that the 
Family Name of the King of Barfall is N° jay, 
They command abfolutely, and the Reverence 
paid to all the Family is very great ; infomuch 
that others touch the Ground with their Faces 
when they come into their Prefence. Yet they 
live in great Equality with their Soldiers. “The 
King gives, amongft them, all he can plunder, 
taking only juft what he wants to himfelf. This 
forces him to continual Wars; for fo foon as he 
has wafted what he has gotten, either by taking 
an Enemy’s Town, or one of his own, he muf 
look-out for fome new Prize ta give it to his 
Men. They, for Want of Spoils, fomctimes 
change their King >. 

Tue King, and al) his Attendants, profefs 
the Mohammedan Religion, notwith{tanding they 
drink fo much ftrong Liquors: For his Majefty’s 
Part, he cannot live without it; and when he is 
fober, or not quite fuddled, he prays. He drefles 
as moft Kings of the Country do, with a Gar- 
ment like a Surplice, which comes no lower than 
the Knees, and a Pair of Breeches of the fame 
Sort of Cloth, about feven Yards wide, gathered 
round the Middle. He wears no Stockings, but 
a Pair of Slippers, (except when he rides) a {mall 
Cotton-Cap, and commonly a Pair of Gold Ear- 
Rings. The Folloifs (orfalfh ) generally wear white 
Cloaths and Caps, which, as they are very black, 
much fets off their Colour, The King, when 
Mr. Moore was there, in 1732, was a tall Man, 
of his Men af- 
to fhoot them, 
at which he was very dextrous: And fometimes 
eo he went aboard the Company's Sloop at 
Kobone iis own Town) he was for fhooting at 
all the Canoas which pafled by him, killing one 
Man or two frequently in a Day. He had a 
great many Wives, but never brought more than 
one or two with him. He had feveral 
Brothers, whom he feldormy {poke to, or admitted 
into hia Company: When they were admitted, 


* Le Maire's Voyages, p. 109, & eg. 
Boomies. 
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® Moore's Travels, p. 213, S fig. 


threw Duft upon thcir Foreheads, as every one 
does, who comes into the King Prefence, except 
white Men, As foon as the King dies, his Bro- 
thers and Sons go to fighting for the Crown; 
and whoever is the ftrongeft is made King. 
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and Garments, and  Juiots. 


KOHONE, where the ee Barfalli com= And d:fperis, 


monly refides, ftands near the Sea, about an bun- 
dred Miles from ‘Zear, which lies in the fame 
Kingdom. When he wants Goods or Brandy, 
he fends a Meffenger to the Governor at Fames- 
Fort, to defire he would fend up a Sloop with a 
Cargo, which the Governor never fails to do. 
Againit the ‘Time the Veffel is arrived, the King 
plunders fome of his Enemies ‘owns, felling 
the People for fuch Goods as he wants, which 
commonly is Brandy or Rum, Gunpowder, Ball, 
Fire-Arms, Piftols, and Cutlafles for his Sol- 
diers, and Coral and Silver for his Wives and 
Miftreffes. If he is at War with no neigh- 
bouring King, he falls-upon one of his own 
Towns, and makes bold to fell his own mifera- 
ble Subjedts. 


Tue King is potent and very bold: His Domi- Hit Govern. 


nions are large, and divided into feveral Parts,” 


over which he appoints Governors, called Bu- 
meys*, who come every Year to pay Homage. 
Thefe Bumeys are very powerful, and do what 
they pleafe with the People ; and, although they 
are feared, yet are they beloved. 

Oruer Kings gencrally advife with their 
head People, and fcarcely do any Thing of great 
Confequence without confulting with them frit ; 
but the King of Bar/alli is fo abfolute, that he 
will not allow any of his People to advife with 
him, unlefs it be his Prime Minifter and chief 
Slave, called Ferbro, (or Mafter of the Horfe) 
who carries the King’s Sword in a large Silver 
Cafe of a great Weight, and who gives Orders 
for what Things the King wants to have, or to 
+ done; and, in Buttle, he is the Leader of his 

en. 


His ufual Way of living, is to fleep all Da Corfe of 


til] Sun-fet, at which Time, he gets-up to drink Lif. 


and goes to fleep again till Midnight, when he 
rifes and eats; and, if he has any ftrong Li- 
quors, will fit and drink till ty and 
then cat and go to fleep again. When he is wel 
ftocked with Liquor, he will fit and drink for 
five or fix Days together, and not eat one Mor- 
fel of any Thing in all that Time. It is to this 
infatiable Thirft after Brandy, that his Subjects 
Freedoms and Families are in fo precarious a Si- 
tuation ; for he often goes, with fome of his 
Troops, by a Town, in the Day-Time, and re~ 
turns, in the Night, and fets Fire to three Parts 


«In the Original, 
ef 


2h2 


Beh, 


Vovaces and TRAVELS along 


of it, placing Guards at the fourth, to feize the a Gun, or dart a Lance, as well as if upon the pant — 


=! People as they rut out from the Fire; he tics 


Taimey Ha- 


their Arms behind them, and marches them ci- 
ther to Your or Kohone, where he fells them *. 
Tis King of Barjalli had three Brothers : 


man Saka. One of them, called Bimey Haman Scata, was a 


His Agility, 


‘The Fil. 


Shape and 
Drf 


Prince of a middle Stature, gentcel and ftrongly 
made, active and of a good Countenance: His 
‘Teeth white, his Skin the very blackeit, his 
Nofe high, and his Lips thin; fo that for Fea- 
tures, he refembled an European, as moft of 
the ‘Folloifs do. He was cloathed in a white 
Cotton-Veft with open Sleeves, and Breeches of 
the fame which fell down to his Knees, His 
Legs and Arms were bare. On his Head he had 
a fmall white Cotton-Cap, and Gold-Rings in 
his Fars. He rode upon a beautiful Milk-white 
Horfe», fixteen Hands high, with a long Mane, 
and a Tail which fwept the Ground. His Bridle 
was of a bright red Leather, plated with Silver, 
after the Moori/h Manner, His Saddle was of the 
fame, with a high Pummel, and a Ridge be- 
hind‘. The Breaft-Plate was of red Leather 
emboffed with Silver; but they ufe no Cruppers. 
His Stirrops were fhort, and as large and as long 
as his Feet, fo as to ftand firm and eafy. 

Upow thefe he would raife himfelf quite up- 
right, ftand fteady at full Speed, and fhoot a 


Ground. He always carried a Lance, or half- 
Pike in his Wand, about twelve Foot Jong, which 
he held upright, refting the lower-knd upon his 
Stirrop, between his Toes; but when he curvet- 
ted his. Horfc, imitating Action, he brandithed 
his Lance high over his tlead. 1 have feen him 
do Wonders (fays the Author) upon this Horfe, 
fometimes making him advaney forty or fifty Yards 
together on his two hinder Feet, without touch- 


b ing the Ground with his fore ones ; fometimes cur- 


vetting round a Ring, and then ftraining him fo 
low with his Belly to the Ground, as to carry 
him under the A@andingo Penthoufes, which are 
not above four Foot high. 


Vuts Bimey Haman Seaka was King of Bar- tel! te 
AMicre could not tell how he 


falli feven Years, 
loft his Kingfhip ; but a younger Man of about 
twenty-five Years of Age, who called him Bro- 


ether, reigned when the Author was in Africa, 


aul came to vifit the Factory twice, in 1731, as 

hath been mentioned in the Author's facut 

The King had a Sifter as abfolute as himfelf. 

She aml her Brothers had all Soldiers of their 

own, wha obeyed their Commands with the 

uae Punctuality, were it even againft the 
ing ¢. 





C HA P. XI 
Of the Fili inbabiting along the Gambra. 


SECT. L 


Their Shape and Drefs. Occupation. Catth. 
Milk and Butter. Oppreffed ly the Mandin- 
os. Their Government. Indufiry, Excel- 
ent Charafter. Their Way cf keeping Cat- 
tle. Price of them. Their Houfes and Towns. 
Great Hunters. 


Féli, inhabiting along the Sanaga, (of 


a are of a tawny Colour, with long black utr, 


not near fo much frizled as that of the Negros. 
The Women are ftraight, and excellently well 
fhaped, have very good Features, and drefs their 
Hair very neatly, but wear the fame Habit as the 
Blacks do. The Men are not, in their Kind, 
generally, fo handfome as the Women; but this 
may be imputed to their Courfe of Life, which 
is that of Shepherds, or rather Herdfmen, They 
have fome Goats; but the Herds they tenc are 


whom we have already given an Account*) b Beeves, of which they have Abundance. +! 


live under Kings of their own, and are Mafters 
of a very large T'raé&t of Country. But thofe 
who dwell near the Gambra, on both Sides of 
that River, are in Subjection to the Mandingos, 
among whom they have fettled from Time to 
Time; having been, probably, driven out of 
their own Country by War or Famine: But this 
is only a ConjeCture of our own, 
FOBSON tells us, that thefe Gambra Puli‘ 


*® Moore's Travels, ». 85, Uf fegg. Alfo, p. 65. 
p. 85, & fegg +O sone, 9 


4 Moore's Travels, p. 214, & /eg. « 


fome Places they have fcttled Towns, but,” for 
the moft Part, are Wanderers, all of onc Kin- 
dred and Family, driving their Herds together 
into the high or low Lands as the Rains direé&t ; 
and wherever they find a good Spot for their 
Cattle, there they fix for a Time, and build a 
Cottage with the King’s Permiffion. 


THe Men live a tv:lfome Kind of Life, there g.cxparier, 


being fo many Lions, Ounces, &+. within the 


® See the Print. 
62. £ He calls them Frydbies. 


Coun 


© Like a Spnjf Saddle. 
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a 
Bumey Haman Seaka 
4g Ff Barsalr 

ont the Gambia. _ 
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dil Country, and Crocoililes near the KL. 
‘AVY Night they pen up the Castle near u.cir futs, 
Then cunt, and 


Mt and 
Muller. 


Choreh't by 
the Man- 


dingos. 


Ther Lan- 


Feagee 


The We: ry 


making Fires about and among them, lic 
themfelves on the Outfide, asa Guard*, The 
Author dealt with them for Beeves as oft as he 
wanted, and, upon thefe Occafions, the Mafter 
would come with all the naked Parts of his 
Dody, efpecially his Hands and Face, fluck full 
of Flies ; juft as the Teams of Cattle, in Sum- 
mer, are in England, and the fame Kind of 


-oAST of AFRICA, 
‘at a they are much like the Arabs, whofe Language 


is taught in their Schools. And they are gene-' 
rally more tkilled in the Arabic, than the Laure- 
peans in the Latin; for moft of them fpeak ir, 
though they have a vulgar Tongue of their own, 
called Puli. 
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Fei. 


Vey have Chiefs of their own, who rule giv e- 
with fo much Moderation, that every AG of vermmnt. 


Government feems rather an Act of the People 
than of onc Man. ‘They live in Hoards or 


Horfe-Flics too; which, notwithftanding, he b Clans, build Towns, and are not fubjeét to an 


would not fo much as litt-up his Hand to drive- 
away: But they were fo oneulive to the Author 
while he ftood bargaining with him, that he was 
forced to have a green Bough to keep them off. 
Besipes their Cattle, they fell new Milk, 
four Milk and Curds, and two Sorts of Butter : 
One new and white, the other hard, and of an 
excellent Colour, which the Englif called refined 
Butter, being as good as that in England, only 
too freth. For thefe they dealt much with the 
Women, who brought them in Gourds, made- 
up very newt and cleanly; infomuch, that it 
would put them to the Blufh to have a Hair 
found in the Milk. “Che Trifles they afked-for 
‘in Exchange, were fmall Beads, ordinary Knives, 
of one Shilling and Fourpence a Dozen, and fuch 
like; bet when once they faw and tafted their 
Salt, which they called Ram-dam, nothing elfe 
could pleafe them fo well as the leaft Quantity of 


Kings of the Country, though they live in their 
Territories ; for, if they are ill-treated by one 
Nation, they break up their ‘Towns and remove 
to another. ‘Their Form of Government goes- 
on calily, becaufe the People are of a good 
quict Difpofition, and fo well inftructed in what 
is juft and right, that a Man who does ill is the 
Abomination of al] ; and none will fupport him 


againit the Chief. In thefe Countries the Natives indufry. 


¢ are not covetous of Lands, defiring no more than 


what they ufe; and as they do not plough with 
Horfes and Cattle, they can ufe but very little, 
‘Therefore the Kings, in thofe Parts, are willing 
to give the Foleys Leave to live in their Countries 
and cultivate Lands. They plant Tobacco near 
their Houfes, and Cotton all round their Towns, 
which they fence-in together. Beyond that they 
fow Corn of the four Sorts ufual here, that is, 
Indian Corn or Maiz, Rice, the larger Guinea 


this. ‘Folfon and his Company finding great Re- d Corn, and the lefler, or Man/faroke, 
Tue Fuli, though Strangers in the Country, Excelline 


‘refhment in their Commodities, bought fome- 
thing every Day to encourage their Coming: 
Otherwife, upon one Denial, you fhould not fee 
them in a Weck after, and thefe Things were 
to be had of no body clfe; the Mandingos, or 
Blacks, leaving this Part of Hufbandry entirely 
to the Fil. 

Tey are much oppreffed by the Aandingas, 
who tzke the greater Share of every Thing they 
kill, except it is done privately. 
count, what puffed between them and the Au- 
thor was in u clandeftine Trade: But they were 
very fenfible of their hard Ufage. “I he Country 
is exceeding full of them, og hes about in Fa- 
miligs; but higher up the Country they have 
ed the Blacks and are Matters themfclves », 
almoft continually in War. They fpeak a 
Worent Language from the Blacks *. 










in which Ac- ¢ to injure or hurt them *, 


Mr. MOORE has given a different and maintained in Famines. 


are the greateft Planters. 
trious and frugal; and, as they raife much more 
Corn and Cotton than they confume, they fell it 
at reafonable Rates. They are very hofpitable 
and kind to aJl; fo that to have a Ful/i Town in 
the Neighbourhood is, by the Natives, reckoned 
a Blefiing. ‘heir Behaviour has gained them 
fuch Reputation, that it is looked-on as infamous 
Their Humanity ex- 
tends to all, but they are doubly kind to their 
own Race; fo that if one of them be made a 
Slave all the F/i will join to redeem him. And 
as they have Plenty of Food, they never fuffer 
any of their own Nation to want, but fupport 
the Old, the Blind, and the Lame; and, as far 
as their Ability goes, fupply the Wants of the 
Mandingos, great Numbers of whom they have 
They are rarely angry, 


much better Account of the Jv/ey*, or Puli, £ and the Author could never hear them abufe one 


"tyan ‘Febfon. He obferves, tit they are to be 
met with in every Kingdom and Country on 
each Side of the Gaméra. According to him, 


e 
» Fobjox, on thefe Accounts, reckoned them ftupid, and little better than the Cattle 


another. Yet this Mildnefs docs not proceed 
from Want of Courage; for they are as brave a 
People as any in Africa, and know how to re- 


they fed. * The 


Author promifed to fpeak of this Event in fome other Part of his Book, but forge id Thefe vi€torious Fidis 
a a. 


pofibly were thofe feted within the J.and, to the North and North-Eaft of the 
folieu- Trade, p. 33, SF fegg. 


3 


* He writes, Poole. 


© See Fobjon's 
* See the Vocabulary hereafter. 


venge 


They are very induf-Cheratier. 
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ven 
Folloifs, (or “faloft) themfelves dare not meddle 
cee Hs Teh Arms are the Lance, the 
Aflagay, Bows and Arrows, fhort Cutlafles, 
which they call Fongs, and Guns on Occafion, 
all which they ufe very dextroufly. hey ferile 
commonly near fome Mandinge Town, there 
being fcarce one of any Note or Bignefs, (efpe- 
cially up the River) but there is another of thefe 
Fil: not far-off it. They are ftriét Mohamme- 


dans. None of them (a few excepted) will drink b 


peasy or any thing ftronger than Water and 
ugar. 

HEY breed Cattle, and are very expert at 
managing them, fo that the Mandingos leave 
theirs to their Care. “The whole Herd belong- 
ing to ‘Towns feed all the Day in the Savannas, 
and in the Rice Grounds after the Crop is off. 
They are watched by fome Herdfmen, who pre- 
vent their running into the Corn, or the Woods 
near cach Town, They have for them a Place, 
in the Middle of which they raife a Stage, about 
eight Foot from the Ground, and cight or ten 
wide. Too this isa Ladder, and over it 2 Roof 
of Thatch, with the Sides all open. They drive 

reat Numbers * Stakes, in Rings, _ the 
ec, and ev ight duly bring-up the Cattle; 
we are fo hued well sceutinane’ to it, that 
they come-up with Eafe. Each Beaft is tied fepa- 
rate to a Stake, with a ftrong Rope made of the 


Bark of Trees. After the Cattle are tied, they d d 


milk the Cows, and four or five Men ftay upon 
the Stage all Night, with their Arms to, guard 
them from the Lions and other wild Beafts. The 
Calves they wean and keep in a common Pen, 
which is made with fo ftrong and high a Fence 
round it, that no wild can pafs through. 
In the Morning they milk the Cows again, 
and then let them go into the Savannas as 
ufual. 

THese are almoft the only People up the 
River, of whom Cattle can be purchafed. The 
ufual Price for a Cow was formerly an Iron 
Bar, but of late, fome of the Masters of Sloops 
trading up the River, have raifed the Rates 


® See before, p. 221. a. 
Parts of Africa, p. 30, & /egg. 


c 


* See the Cut of a Fa/? Town. 


the Injuries done them*, In fhort, the a fo, that they are obliged to give fometimes Fali.* 
Bars for a Beaft; it being a hard Matter to——W™ 


two 
make them lower their Prices, when once they 
have had an Opportunity of railing them. ‘They are 
in fome Things very fuperftitious. One Inftance 
of which is, that if they know any Perfon to 
boil the Milk which he buys of them, they will 
not, for any Confideration, fell him any more, 
having a Notion, that boiling the Milk makes 
the Cows dry. 

Were it not for thefe Fili, the Mandingos 
would ftarve, for they fell them a great deal of 
Corn. They are almoft the only: Paceleé here 
who make Butter, which they barter up the Ri- 
ver for Salt. They are very particular in their 
Drefs, wearing aaty white Cotton Cloths of 


their own Manufacture. They are always very 7;,;- 
who keep their and Towns. 


clean, efpecially the Women ; 
Houfes neat and fweet, which are built in a re- 
gular Method, at a good Diftance from each 
other *, to avoid Fire ; forming very good Streets 
or Se a Thing the Mandingos do not re- 
gard. Mboft of their Towns are built on the 
fame Model. They are great Admirers of large 
Beads, both white and ycllow, which laft are, 
trom thence, called Fit/: Beads. 

Tre Fili are 


go twenty or thirty in a Company to hunt Ele- 
phants, whofe Teeth they fell. y fmoke and 
the Flefh, which keep for Eating feve- 
ral Months together. The Elephants (as they 
fay) go generally one or two hundred in a 
Drove, and do great Mifchief not only to the 
fmall Trees, which they pull up by the Roots 
with their Trunks, but alfo to the Corn. To 
prevent which, the Natives, on Notice or Suf- 
picion of their Coming, make Fires all round 
their Corn to keep them out; for, if they get 
once in, with their broad Feet, they will tram- 
it down, perhaps, for half a Mile toge- 
er, 
We fhall treat hereafter of their Religion, 
and other Cuftoms, which they have in common 
with the Falofs and Mandinges. 


© See Moore's Travels into the inle~ 2 
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t Huntfmen. They kill Grew 
Lions, Tygers, and other wild Beafts, and often #""* 
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Mascingos. 


P. IL 


4n Account of the Mandingos. 


SECT. L 


Their Bebaviour: Difpofitton: Charafter. May 
of living: Diverfions. Great Smoakers. Na- 
tions of Honour, Way af faluting. Bad Cxf- 
toms nig “re Their Features, Difeafes and 
Phyfic. Family Slaves. Negro Monarchs. The 
Manfas, or Kings. Degrees of Nobility. King's 
Drefs, and Women, | oe approached by their 
Subjets, Englith how recetved at Audiences. 
Lords of Soils, King-Beggars, The Bisping. 
of arbitrary Government. Revenue of Barra. 
A fecret Council. Power of Alkades. 


HE molt numerous Nation on the Gambra, 
and indeed throughout this Coaft, are the 
fandingos, or Mundingos. ‘Fobfon fays, they 

are perfeétly black*, and fpeak all one e 
throughout the River °. A@oore declares, that they 
are not fo difagreeable in their Behaviour as one 
would imagine ; for when the Author went 
through any of their Towns, they all came to 
fhake Hands with him ; except fome of their Wo- 
men, who, having never feen a white Man before, 
ran away, and would not be perfuaded to come 
near him. Some invited him to their Houfes, and 
brought their Wives and Daughters to falute and 
fit-down by him. Thefe always found his Boots, 
Spurs, Cloaths, and other Parts of his Drefs fuf- 
ficient Subjeéts for Admiration and Difcourfe. 
THEY are naturally very jocofe and merry, 
and will dance to a Drum or Balafeu twenty-four 
Hours together; fometimes regularly, at others 
in odd Poftures, ftriving to outdo one another in 
Nimblenefs and Activity. They are very fub- 
je& to wrangle and fcold, which they call 
fighting; for if two Perfons abufe each-other 
yy, they call it agreat Battle. But they are 
engFally long coming to Blows, and when they 
they fight in good earneft with whatever 
W; come in their Way, and often kill one 
When this happens, the Murderer flies 
to another Kingdom, where the King always pro- 
— him, and regards him as his own Subject. 


cid sad cong angie heh op cabs geek 
Name from the Country they inhabit. 
have alfo 4 cant 

© Moore's Travels into 


‘Ee jinre 
Vox. 0, 


inga, to the South of Bamsut. 
Trade, p. 38, & fag. 
ON? 50. 


It thould rather be T. 
» oreccount of the Mumbo Jumbe, or Womens Bugbear, of which in the next ae 
inland Parts of Africa, p. 110, 120, & fq. 


a THe Men generally wear Swords flunz over 
their right Shoulders: Others carry Affagayes or 
Spears about three Yards long ; others have Bows 
und Arrows, but all wear Knives at their Sides. 
They are very dextrous at ufing any Weapon 
they carry; which, Mr. Moore thinks, is mcre 
than can be fd of our se at Beaus *. 


THe Mandingos are difperfed all over the cs», 


Country, and come aiginally from the inland 
Parts". “hey are the moft rigid Mohammedans 

bh amongft the Negros. “Ihey drink no Wine ot 
Grandy. They are politer than the other Negros, 
and the chief ‘Trade of the Country yrovs through 
their Hands, ‘They are laboricus and induttrious, 
keeping their Grounds well cultivated, breeding 
a good Stuck of Cattle, fuch as Beefs, Sheep, and 
Goats, but no Hogs. Thofe who are in Galan 
form a Republic, and acknowledge no Kinz, but 
are governed by their own Marbits, or Chiefs. 
They read and write the drabic tolerably, and 

¢ are a good hofpitable People ©. 

’ BSON, 


on the contrary, affirms, that/#» -¢ 


the Mandingos along the Gambra live an idle“*"<- 


Life, the rater Part ufing neither Trade nor 
Exercife ; Only Self-Prefervation obliges them to 
put-on a Spirit of Induftry in fowing and reaping, 
which is about two Months in the Year, when 
their Work is harder, for want of proper Im- 
lements of Hunfbandry. All the reft of the 
ear they do nothing but goffip about from Houle 
d to Houfe, fitting in the Heat of the Day under 
fhady Trees, for the Benefit of the Air. 
chief Paftime is a Kind of Game, with a Piece 
of Wood cut into several preat Holes, and about 
thirty Pebbles; which, by a peculiar Way of 
Counting, pafs between two, till one has got 
them all, At this fome are very dextrous: But 
they neither fifh, fowl, nor hunt, though they 
have great Plenty of all thefe Sorts of Game, 
and the two laft at their very Doors ‘. 


Their Diverfions, 


e¢ Tey are always fmoaking Tobacco, which Grear 


ferves to amufe them, arid deaden the Appe 
This Tobacco they raife themfelves. Their Pipes 
are made of Clay, very neat, and of a reddifh 


as if they were not all black, and that they take their 
from a called Mandingo. & They 


4 From a Country called 
"s Afrique Occidentale, wel. 4. p. 353, & fez. 


Mm Colour ; 


tite. Smoakers, 
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Mandingos. Colour ; the Stems are only a Piece of Recd, or a worn-out below, yet even there is not thorough- Mandichos. « 


—v—finall Stick, bored through with a hot Iron Wier, 
fome of which are fix Foot long. After they are 
bored, they polifh them with rough Leaves till 
they are very fmooth, white and handfome, and 
withal very ftrong. They faften the Bow] and 
Stem together with a Piece of red Leather ; fome- 
times with a fine Leather T’affel hanging to it 
about the Middle of the Stem, and the End of 
the Reed gocs into the Bowl ; yet it fits almoft as 


ly laid afide, that what a Man fells in the Morn- 

ing, he may, upon reiurning the gers Mesos 

Sun-fet, have back again‘®. For this Reafon, 

when you buy Eggs or Fowls, it is beft not to 

make ufe of them, before the Seller is quite 

gonc-off 4, ' 
‘Varese Mandingos and the Fléps are remark-Tiwir Teg! 

able for thick Lips and fiat Nofes, as the Falofst«. 

and Filis are for handfome Features. ‘Fannequin 


well as Pipes that are made all in one. They b fays, this Shape of their Nofes and Lips is not 


clean the Reeds, when foul, by drawing’ long 
Straws through them, and the earthen Bowls by 
feraping them with a finall Knife. The Mer- 
chants, who travel much, carry Pipes of a great 
Size, fome of them holding no Jefs than half a 
Pint : Thefe are their travelling Pipes *. 

THE Mandingos are very nice in Point of 
Honour and Birth, the Foibles of moft Nations. 
When giifn was at Batto on the Gamira, the 
King’s Son and the Bo John fell-out at his Houfe 
upon this Subje&t. Weapons were drawn on both 
Sides, and much ado they had to keep the Peace 
for that Time ; nor could he hinder the Challenge 
being given and received for the next Morning, 
when they met at the Place appointed: How- 
ever, with much Difficulty, the Author pacified 
them at laft, though not without Threats of de- 
ciding the Quarrel on another Occafion *. 

THEIR Manner of Salutation is fhaking 


Nutons of 
Honour, 


Way of fa- 

fating. 
Women, i of fhaking their Hand, they put 
it up to their Nofes, and fmell twice to the Back 
‘of it: And nothing can affront them fo much, 
‘as to falute them with your left Hand. When a 
Man has been a Day or two from home, the 
Wife falutes him upon her Knees at her Return, 
vand in the fame Pofture fhe always brings him 
Water to drink. ‘This the Author believes is 
the Effe& of Mumbo “‘Fumbo. 


Cc 


natural, but proceeds from the Womens Me- 
thod of fuckling their Children over their Shoul- 
ders when at Work*. Afoore confirms the firit 
Remark, affirming, that they are not born with 
flat Nofes, but afcribes thofe Features to the Mo- 
ther's comprefling their Nofes to pleafe their 
Fancy ‘; large Breafts, thick Lips, and. broad 
Noftrils, being (according to him) reckoned a 
Beauty in this Part of the World®; although 
other Authors feem to be of a contrary Opi- 
nion *, 

Wuen aChild is new-born, they dip him 
over Head and Ears in cold Water three or four 
Times a Day; and as foon us they are dry, they 
rub them over with Palm-Oil, particularly the 
Back-Bone, Small of the Back, Elbows, Neck, 
Knees, and Hips. The Children go ftark naked 
till they are eight or nine Years old, and fome 
have their Faces and Breafts pinched for Orna- 


‘Hands; but generally, when the Men falute the d ment‘, 


Tue Mandingo: are pretty healthy, and mul-D jr end 
tiply spares yet the coe feveral Diftempers, !/9/* 
fuch as Fevers, Small Pox, King’s Evil, Worms, 

Pains in the Head, and Swellings in one of their 
Legs: So that you will often fee People with Legs 
as big as their Waifts ; which, as the Author was 
informed, proceeded from their putting fome 
certain Herbs in their Victuals to create Affection. 
What makes it likely is, that none but grown 


Rad Cufoms THOSE Natives who live high-up the River e Perfons are fubje&t to this Diftemper. Moore 
aboified. hve a much better Character than they had for- knew a young oman up the River, aged twen- 
merly: For it is rted that they ufed to lay ty, who, in lefs than two Months Time, had a 


their Pipes or Cala’ under your Feet, or 
Chair, (even in your own Houfe) on purpofe to 
haye them broken, and then to infift on being 
paid above twenty Times the Worth of the Com- 
modity, or elfe to be paid in Kind: Which being 
ee ble, you are obliged to comply with the 
Demand, unlefs you can make very 
Friends to free you from fuch an Impofition. 


However, they have ftill in that Part of the after the fame Perfon had a 


F 


white Worm come-out of each E-nee above a Yard 
long. Before the Worm began to appegr, it 
was exceeding painful to her, and much fwajed ; 
but when the Skin broke, and the Worm 
peared, fhe grew eafier. The Worm camefou 
about fix or feven Inches a Day, and as it 

they wound it on a fmall Bit of Stick, and tied~ 
it with a Thread to prevent its going back. Soon 
orm come~-out 








River a Cuftom, which, though it be pretty well her Ancle, which in taking it out broke, and 


4 Moore's Travels, p. 76. 


& Fabjes's Golden Trade, p. 56, &F /eye. © For an Inftince, fer 

‘before, p.215. di & Moore's Ros gph 121, & fegg. ete S Sevan’ Voyage de Likys, 93+ 

‘there 

eae a tt. 5 Lbid. p. 30. ® See before, 355.8 "a 
p. 334. 


put, 
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Mandingos. put her to great Pain. ~The Natives impute thefe a THese Empires were divided again into feve-Mandingos: 
orms to the drinking thick Water *, ral petty Kingdoms, the Governors of which 
; FOBSON fays, all the ctheyufe, the joe Be knew more of; and from the State 
is to apply a Gregory to the Part affected. This aflumed by thefe, leaves his Readers to conjec- 
fuperftitious Care extends to their Horfes, who ture at that of their Mafter. He had eaten, Ti Mantas, 
carry them: about their Necks; nay, ftill farther, drank, and conferred with fix of the petty Kings, ” Xrxs. 
even ,% their Bows, which are hung with who were all called Max/a, which, in their Lan- 
them >, P " Russe, pees King: To thefe they paid a 
In Houfe-keeping, the Rice is the Womens ty at firft Coming, for Leave to trade®; and 

Property; who, after fetting-by a ufficient Quan- though they held under the great Sovercigns a- 
tity for the Family Ufe, fell the Remainder, and } bove-inentioned, yet they fucceeded in the fame 
keep the ations to themfelves, the Hufband not Manner with them; the Brothers in their Or- 
interfering, The fameCuftom they obferve with der of Birth taking Place before the Sons. 
regard to the Fowls, (of which they breed great Tne great King of Kantér had then three 
Numbers) when they can get a Market for younger Brothers, who were petty Kings. Thefe 
them °, three Brothers were, Summaway, King of Be- 

Fewily ; Some of them have a good many Houfe-Slaves, re#, who, while quien lay at Batto, was aboard 

“vw in which they place a great Pride: And thefe his Boat with his Wife. The fecond was Summa 
Slaves live fo well and eafy, that it is hard to Tomba, King of Oranto; he was blind, and a 
know them from their Owners, being often bet- great Sot: The Author had been often at his 
ter cloathed ; efpecially the Females, who have c Houfe. The third, Farran, lived within two 
fometimes Coral, Amber, and Silver Necklaces Miles of the Port of Ferakonda, and was perpe- 
and Ornaments to the Value of twenty or thirty tually drunk; yet he kept his People in great 
Pounds Ster/ing *. Many of the Slaves are born Awe. The Englifh had generally a Factor re- 
in their Families. There is a whole Village near fiding in his Country: He was a very old Man, 
Brukoe of two hundred People, who are all the though the yo Brother; and as any of his 
Wives, Slaves, or Children of one Man: And Brothers died, they were all to remove according 
though in fome Parts of Africa they fell the to their Precedency '. 
Slaves born in the Family, yet in the River It muft be obferved here, that Farran is not Degrees of 
Gambra they think it a very wicked Thing; and a proper Name, but one of the four Degrees and 4*4y- 
the Author never heard of but one that ever fold d Titles of Honour among the Mandinges, Manfa, 
a Family Slave, except for fuch Crimes as they or King, is the firft, and higheft; Farran the 
would have been fold for, if they had been free. next: The third is Farrambra, and Bo ‘Fobn the 
It one of the Family Slaves (where there are loweft. Thefe in their refpeétive Towns are 
many) commits a Crime, and the Maftcr fells Commanders and Governors, and have a great 
him for it, without the Confent of the reft, they Senfe of the Dignity of their Blood and Fa- 
will all run away, and be protected in the next amily *. 


Kingdom °. {n Apparel a King is not diftinguifhed from King'sDr:f, 
W' gro Mo- HEN ‘fob/on was in the Gambra in 1620, the common People, (only he has a greater Load er 


wih the Countries on both Sides of that River were of Gregories about him than yng the Country 
divided among three Emperors, viz. thofe of e affording nothing but Cotton for Cloathing ; but 
Kantor, ig (or Barfalli) and Wolley'. for State he has often two of his Wives fittin 
‘Thefe yreat Monarchs carried their Wars again by him as Supporters, who ftroke and gently pu 
each other crofs the Gambra, efpecially the King his Skin on the Parts above the Waift, in which 
of Bug/al*, who refided near that River. It he takes great Delight. He is allowed feven of 
was $id, he would foon have fubdued theCoun- thefe Wives, who are all joined to him by an 
the other Side, if he had known how to eftablifhed Form of Matrimony, and obliged to 
conjey his Horfe over to it. The Author never attend only his Pleafures. He has others of lower 
few’ any of thofe three Sovereigns, (who, as he Birth for Concubines, who are not tied fo ftriét- 
~ "war told, never appeared but in great Pomp and ly to him as the Wives, being taken rather out 
State) but fays, feveral Englifd had feen the King f of Neceflity: For after the Wife conceives with 
“Thy Burfal by ape , when he was attended with Child, the admits her Hulband no more till the 
a-great Number of Horfe. Infant be weaned; by which Mcans, notwith- 


* Moore's Travels, p. 130. & Febfon's Golden Trade, p. 55. © Moore's Travels, p. 139, 
| # Bid. p. 1 © Ibid. p. 43. f See before, p. 169. b. « He wasa 
but Fob/eu mentions only Filis and Mandingo, with whom, probably, he confounds the Fale/:. 
This Duty. {the Author fays) was peremptorily exacted, and is greater in the Mouth of the River, where 
the Portuguexe refided, but hie -up was tab, and accepted as a Courtely. ' Fobjon's Golden Trade, 

tay #75 & fa, LJ . Ibid. P- 58. ; 
Mm 2 ftanding 


eg 
eee 
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Mandinges. ftanding his having feven Wives, he may be left a 776 was either uncomoion, or excellent in Miounges. 
without the Ufe of onc, and therefore is allowed its Kind, heywetted one of his principal Gregorias =v 


Concubines, ‘The Reafon of the Women ab- 
flaining from Coition after Pregnancy, is the 
Danger of Abortion from the cnormous Size of 
the virile Member among the Negros. Fobfon 
takes this for an infallible Proof, that they are 
fprung from Canaan, who, for uncovering his 
Father's Nakednefs, had (according to the School- 
men) a Curfe laid upon that Part, and applies to 
them the Words of Bzetie/, Chap. xxiii. 20. 

THE Manner of approaching the Prefence is 
this: At your Entrance you kneel firft upon one 
Knee with great Reverence: Then drawing nearer 
his Majefty, who fits on a Mat upon the Ground, 
firft you lay your Hand upon the bare Ground, 
next on the Top of your Head, being unco- 
vered; and after that, at laft, upon the King’s 
Thigh, and fo retire feveral Paces back. Many 
fprinkle the Duft off the Ground upon their bare 
Heads twice or thrice before they touch the 
King's Thigh, who receives them only with a 
flight Nod of bis Head. But if a Marbut is in 
the Company, they all fall down on their Knees, 
while the Prief prays for the King’s Welfare, 
and gives him his Benediation : To which his Ma- 
jefty, crofling his Arms, and holding his Hands 
over each Shoulder, crics, Amena, Amena, that 
is, Anien*. 

Tre King of Kaffan ufually received elfen 
and the Englif fitting on 2 Mat with his Gre- 
gories, or Grifgris, ticd about his Head. They 
advanced towards him with their Hats on, and 
when near, made a gentle Bow with their Hands 
on their Breaft, which he returned; and then 
ftretching-out his Arm, they firft took hold on 
the upper Part of cach other’s Hands, ngxt on 
the under, and the third Time joining Palms, 
fhook Hands. After this they fat-down by him, 
and entered into Conference, which was m 
with pee State on his Side, all he faid being 


Ty upe 


Prot Yede 


Enelib dow 
recesvtd, 


baat 3 them by another. Mn lay eer 
148 the Author kept plying his Majefty and his 
State-Officers prefent vec Hicacdly 3 and fome- 


times added a Bottle of Sack. ‘The Captain firit 
drank to the King, and he to his Nobles, ftand- 
ing round ae ce of the Houfe; and the 
Liquor ‘was {ure to keep circling till all was out, 
there ever fo many Bottles, unlefs the 


King, 
calling for 2 Cup, broke-up the Company, which 
pape did. TT bey always encufed the Capexin’s 
drinking after the firft Cup, and that 

of Tafter for thei 


with it before he drank ». 

In every Kingdom upon the Gambra there Lerds of 
are feveral Lords of Soils. Thefe are commonly S*/"~ 
Kings of the Towns where they dwell. It is 
their Property to have all the Palm-Trees and 
Siboa-Trees ; infomuch, that no one dares cut 
any Leaves, or draw any Wine from them, with- 
out their Confent, Thefe Lords grant this Li- 

b berty to fome, who give two Days Produce in a 
Week to them as an Acknowledgment *; and 
white Men are obliged to make a {mall Prefent 
to them before they can have Liberty to cut 
Siboa-Leaves or Grafs to cover a Houfe ¢. 

Tue Riches of the Adandingos are reckoned King-Beg- 
by the Number of Slaves ; but they will all beg, £4” 
from the King to the Slave. However, in Yob- 
fon’s Time, they were eafily fatisfied, except 
with Brandy, of which they would drink them- 

¢ felves dead drunk, and then fall faft afleep: So 
se Women and Wine are truly a King’s Life 

ere *, 


Tue King furnifhes the Europeans with Slaves 
very eafily: He fends a Troop of Guards to fome 
Village, which they furround; then feizing as 


many as they have Orders for, bind them 
up and fend them away to the Shine, where the 
Ship-Mark being. put w > they are heard 
of no more. ‘They ufually carry the Infants in 
d Sacks, ont UE ee ie and Women, for fear 
they thould the Villages through which 
they are carried: For thefe Aétions are never Bi fing: ef 
committed in the Villages near the Factories, “)"" 
which it is the King’s Intereft not to ruin, but’ ”” 
in thofe up the presatge 6 Tt often happens that 
fome efcape and alarm the Country, which taking 
Arms, join the Perfons injured, and purfue the 
Robbers. If they catch them, they carry them 
before the King, who then denies his Commif- 
¢ fion, and fells them on the Spot for Slaves, What 
is farther remarkable, if any of the injured People 
ey as Evidence ftill in Honda before the King, 
uch. 


are alfo adjudged to be Slaves, and fold as 


Tury fay the King of Barra has 

nh raifed by Pol T - Stratee ; 

which is rai a Pole-Tax upon all Agers 
Domini 


his Revenve of 
a. 


—- 


fettled in his . The Portuguexe, Both 
true and > pay Crowns a-head. 
" tece, smaly Estria, he bey fis fa 

i him sn 
hundred of Iron cach belles Prete, 
whi as great as he pleafes: For he is abfo- 
late Mafter all they have; and without Cere- 


ait © \Oxeathet,: 0 ectevel Sie. 
56. 
moore 


gS 
K— 


Afera 
Ole 


Previous Ree 
marks, 


the 
New ate 


The-Western Coast of AFRICA. 


mony fends to feize, or takes to himfclf an 


a 
om he en for, or likes, out of he 
s s 


ca*. 

It is reported of the King of Basi, that in 
deliberating about making War upon another 
Prince, he convenes his Council in the next thick 
Wood to his Refidence, where a Hole is dug 
about three Foot y about which his Privy- 
Counfellors fit, with their Heads bowing towards 
the Bottom ; and when the Council is difmiffed, 


figns are kept fo private 
Men ton ¥. : 
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that the Execution only es Ge 


Every Town has aGovernor, called Alkadi, paver of - 
who has great Power; for almoft ever Town Alkades, 


having two common Fields of cleared Ground, 
one for their Corn, and the other for the Rice, 
the Alkadi appoints the Labour of all the People : 
The Men work the Corn-Ground, and the Wo. 
men and Girls the Rice-Ground ; and as they 
al) equally labour, fo he equally divides the Crop 


the Hole is filled-up, to denote they are to keep b among them: But in cafe any are in Want, the 


the Refolutions taken there as fecret as if they 
were buried, otherwife they are deemed guilty 
of high Treafon: And by this Means their De- 


others fupply them. This A/tadi decides al) Quar- 
rels, and has the firft Voice in all Conferences in 
Town-A ffairs ©. 





CHA 


Fu _ SI. 


The Cuftoms and Rites common to the Inhabitants of this Part of Africa. 


Particularly the Falofs, Fili, and Mandingos. 


LTHOUGH the Cuftoms prevailing a- c of this great Change of Complexion: Which is 


mong the Natives of this Part of Africa 
are nearly the fame, fo that the Account, which 
an Author gives of one Nation, may ferve in- 
differently for the reft: Yet to prevent Miftakes, 
it may be neceflary to obferve, that the Remarks, 
for which Fei/on is quoted, relate wholly to the 
Mandingos, it he has not confounded them with 
the Falofs ; thefe laft he mentions not. Thofe 
taken from Fannequin, le Maire, and Labat, 


the firft Objcét that prefents itfelf at landing a- 
mongit thefe People, as well as a ‘Topic that has 
gros Rife to numberlefs Conjectures and great 
Jifputes among the Learned in Europe. ‘This 
is the more extraordinary, according to Labat, 
as the Moors, who are their next Neighbours, 
are white, or at moft fwarthy, with long black 
Hair ; whereas that of the Nexis is fhort, and 
foft like Wool, and they have nothing white but 


feem to concern the Falofs, fince they treat chiefly d their Teeth and Eyes. Nor can this Difference 


of the Inhabitants about the Senaga, and Cape 
de Verde. Mr. Moore {peaks diftinétly both of 
the Falofs and Mandingos in his Travels; but the 
Paflages here, cited from thence, relate almoft 
to the Mandinges. 


SECT. 1. 
Why ghe Negros are black ? Idle Conjectures. Ra- 


tfnal Opinion, Negro Tradition, or Solution. ¢ 


hyfical Caufe unknown. Curions Remarks of 
t. Deh of the Men; Large Sleeves : 

Enormous Breeches. Womens Drefs: Their 

Diet : Drink : Sanglet-: Kufhkuth. Manner 

4 cating. Dinner, how ferved-up. Ufe no 
id. 


A § all'the Inhabitants within this Divifion of 
Africa, except the Fiéli, are black, it 


be afcribed to the Climate, fince Experience fhews, 
that white Parents, however long Inhabitants 
here, will always have white Children ; and that 
Negro Parents, though removed to the mott 
Northerly Latitudes, wil] have theirs of their 
own Colour. 

Ir it be afferted, as it is generally belicved,, 
that the human Race fprung from a Pair of firit 
Parents, the Qucftion will be, Of what Colour 
they were? For if they were cither white, brown, 
or reddifh, (as the Name of Adam fignifies) it 
is impoffible they could ever have a Negro Off- 
fpring. Mix White and Brown in equal Propor- 
tions as often as you pleafe, (fays Labet) and 
-~ will never produce a Black ¢. 


UTHORS puzzled to account for this hae. Conjre- 


se pe of Colours, have had Recourfe to the™: 
mo 


ridiculous Imazinations to folve the Riddle, 
Some fancy Blacknefs was the Mark faid in Scrip- 


sth @ any "not! be ‘improper to inquire into the Caufe f ture to be fixed on Cain Others imagine it was 


* Labat's Afrique Occidentale, vol. 4. p. 35% & / 


egg. 
Moore's Travels, p. 127, & fog: « See Labar's Afrique Occidentale, vol. 2. p. 255, & /eg 
4 


> Barbot’s Defcription of Guinea, p. 39- 
; the 
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“ze the Coniequence of the Curfe beftowed by Ham a foft and delicate Fibres) placed between the Epi-Ngre Drei. 
tiers on his Soii Cadena, But fuppofing thele Whims dermis, and Skin; which Reticula in Whites is" 
to be Fats, fays the fame Author, how fhould white, and in the Negros, black. It muft be 
their guilty Colour have been tran{mitted to their allowed, that this Retieula does not appear in 
innocent Pofterity, if their Wives were not black the Soles of the Feet of Negros, nor in the 
too? Which is not eafy to prove. Their Pof- Palms of their Hands, which in all are white. 
terity muit have been Mu/attos; and granting But the Queftion is not fo much in what Part 
they intermarried, would rather have produced a the Blacknefs lies, but whence that Blacknefs 
white than a black Progeny *. proceeds ? Not whether the Reticu/a of the Ne- 
Szverax Authors therefore, unable rationally a be black, but why it is black? Why it 
to account for this Contrariety of Colour any b fhould in the Blacks be black, and in the Whites, 
other Way, have made no Scruple to affert, that white ¢, 
Blacks and Whites muft needs have fprung from LABAT, who decides nothing on either Side, “erie Re- 
Ravsnst different firft Parents. Mr. Athins is of the pa only fome Remarks he made during a" 5 
Cpmon fame Opinion. He has taken Notice in his Na- long Stay in the Mel Indies, relating to this Sub- 


ject. 


vy Surgeon, how difficultly the Colour is ac- 
I. TuHar thefe Negros, who have fuffered 


counted for, and elfewhere declares, that a/- 

though it be a little heterodox, he is Pak ee confiderable Bilifters, y being fealded in the 

the black and white Race have originally fprung Coppers where they boil the Rum, or by any 
tft Parents». ith other Accident, retain the Parts fo {calded, en- 


Srom kad ag 
Mr. Atkins’s Leave, this is not to be 2 little 
heterodox, but in a great fo; fince that 
Doétrine cannot fubfift but on the Deftrution of 
the Mofaical Account, which derives Mankind 


c tirely white, when the new Skin grows, as be- 
+ the Burn: What becomes of the Reticula 
then? 

II. Tar when the Negros are fick, they 


from one common Stock. And the fame entircly lofe their Colour, = le, and 
Rule that the Blacks had their iar Parents, that in Proportion to the Degree be th of 
every other Nation of a different Colour muft their Difeafe. Some have been fo pale, as hard- 


zy? De Srmmeeaos teem WY aes of a wan or 
allow Complexion. 

Ill. TuHar the Bodies of Negros become 

d blacker than ufual after Death, though in Sick- 
nefs they turn fo pale. 

IV. T Hav the Children of Negros are 
born of the fame Colour as the Whites; only 
they have the privy Parts black, and a black Cir- 
cle at the Root of the Nails. 

V. THar the Sieur Brie at Biffos, faw a 


have had a particular Father and Mother ; and 

thus inftead of confining the Origin of the human 

Race to one fingle Pair of Sexes, there will be 
introduced a great Number of original Creations. 

Agro Tra-Indeed the Negros themfelves account for their 
se “ Blacknefs in this Manner, if their Opinion may 
oe’ be of any Authority in the Cafe : For the Mar- 
ee Labat obferves) have a Tradition, that 

of Noab’s three Sons, one was white, the other 

tawny, and the third black; and that each of 


them had a Wife of his own Colour‘, from white Nees, born of black Parents, and mar- 
whence proceeds the Difference among Nations ried toa » by whom fhe had feveral black 
in this Refpedt. Children °, 
Wuatever Way this Contrariety happen-e THe Drefs of the People in general in this nrefs of ibe 
ed, it muft obvioufly be owing to fome Diffe- Part of Africa is very plain, and nearly alike 44" 


every-where. The 


Mens, according to ‘Job- 
fon, confifts of only a Shirt and Breeches. 


rence in the Juices or Texture of the Teguments 


Plyfral of the Body. Pechlin, a Phyfician, concludes, 
Cayjexn- that the Blacknefs in Negros proceeds from the “The Shirt is of blue and white Cotton, hanging 
inewe Colour of the Epidermis (Cuticle, or Scarf-fkin) down to the Knees, with very wide Sleeves, 


and not that of the Skin itfelf. He fupports his 
Opinion by the Authority of Rislan, and con- 
firms it from an Obfervation he made himfelf. 


which they gather apon the Shoulder when t 
0 to Se hee Joan te beeie 
ike a Cufhion upon his Buttocks, and all round 


is, as Labat obferves, is a kind of ing the Thighs, which makes him walk ftraddling. 
i On the contrary, the ifts of f are but at the Bottom of their 
the Royal Academy of Sciences, at Paris, who Feet have Leathern Soles [or Sandals] buttoned# 


Pains to fearch into this Affair, round the Toe, and over the Inftep. Be- 
difcovered, that this Blacknefs is fades thefe € they are hung all over, both 
the Skin nor the Fleth, but in a {mall Head, Limbs, and Boi, with Gregories, The 
or Net-work (compafed of extreamly Men commonly wear Swords, flung over their. 


255, OF fgg. » Atkins's Voyage to Guinea, &c. p. 39: 
Ibid. p. ag, & fagg. ‘ hid F 267, & fg. , = 


were at. 
have at 


Relic, 


* See Labat's Afrique Occidentale, 


vo). 2. if 
* Labat, wbi fapra, vol. 2. p. 268. 
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NguDings. ae Shoulders; others carry Aflagayes three a 


ards long; others, Bows and Arrows, but all 
of them have Knives ftuck by their Sides *, 
Tue Women wear nothing but a blue and 
white Cotton-Cloth, tucked round their Waitt, 
ping naked upwards ; but for Ornament and 
ride, mark or print their Backs, which look 
(barring the Colour) like a crinkled, or pinched 
‘Table-cloth. Sometimes they throw another 
Cotton-cloth about their Shoulders ». 


271 


Tue Maids and Women go naked from the gro Div. 


Girdle upwards, unlefs fore 


(INOS 
by the Cold tO Moms 


throw over fome Covering. The reft of their p,-;,. 


Body they cloath with a Paigge, a Piece of Lin- 
en, or ftriped Cotton, about the Bignefs of a 
Towel, which reaches down to their half Lez. 
Their Hair is alfo decked with Coral, and other 
little Baubles. Their Head-drefs makes a Sort 
3 Coif, half a Foot high, the higher the hand- 
omer. 


OrueEr Authors deferibe the Apparel of thefe b Tue Girls and Boys go naked, till eleven or 


People in the fame Manner, with very little 
Variation. Le Maire fays, the Poor have nothing 
but a Piece of Linen or Cotton, of about half 
a Foot Breadth, to cover their Nakednefs: That 
it is fattened toa Cord, which ferves them for 
a Girdle ; and that they let the Cloth hang-down 
before and behind them, looking-on it 2s a great 
Ornament. 

THar the Cotton Frock ©, worn by the Gen- 
tlemen and Men of Quality, is of all Colours, c 
made in the Shape of a Franci “an’s Gown *, 
with long and large Sleeves, and not plaited at 
the Neck *, having only a Slit, like a Smock, 
to put-through their Heads, like an European 
Smock ; That they reach but half Way down 
their Thighs '. ‘Uhat the Breeches are of the 
fame Stuff, falling from the Girdle Place below 
the Knees: ‘What they are fo Jarge as to take-up 
five Ells of Cloth, refembling Womens Petti- 
coats, fewed together at the Bottom ; leaving d 
only two Places to put their Legs through, and 
the larger the more fafhionable®, Bardot fays, they 
are called Juba, and made of thick Cloth. They 
ufe them chiefly in Winter. In Summer, the 
wear only a fingle Linen Shirt, with a imal 
Leather or Ozier Cap, ftrait at the Head, but 
wide above, like a Friar’s Hood. ‘Fanneguin 
adds, that they carry a Knife hung at their Neck, 
and an Affagay. 


AccorpinG to the fame Author, they wear ¢ 


on their Heads a Sort of Bonnets, narrow at the 
Opening, but large at the Top, fomething like the 
Facobins Hood. The common Sort go barefooted; 
but Pgople of Quality have Leathern Sandals, 
cut ifto the Shape of a Shoe-fole, faftened at the 
‘Toe of the Feot with Thongs, in the Manner 
of tae Antients. They drefs their Hair, which 
is fhort, very prettily, with Grifgris, Silver, 
Leather, Coral, Coppeapstzc. and have Tin, 


twelve Years old. Men and Women adorn their 
Legs and Arms with Coral Bracclets of Silver, 
Gold, Tin, and Copper, according to their 
Wealth |. 

BARBOT {fays, the common Sort of both 
Sexes, have only a fhort Cotton Clout, or Rag, 
to cover their Nakediels Some have a Leather 
Girdle, to which is faftened a narrow Clout 
round the Body, with the End hanging out be- 
hind. Others join two or three Cotton Clouts, 
or Cloths, together, which they wrap about their 
Shoulders, and under their Arms, leaving the 
two Ends hanging down before and behind. The 
younger go ftark naked. The Women and Girls 
wear only a Piece of Cloth, or Clout, about 
their Waift, and another above their Heads, 
like a Veil. Their Hair they either plait or 
twift, and adorn with Trinkets of Coral, Gold, 
or Glafs. Some wear a Sort of Coif *. 

AccorpinGa to Adoore, both Men and Wo- 
men, efpecially the latter, take great Delight in 
carrying a Bundle of fmall Keys about them, 
tied around their Middle, only for the Sake of 
being thought rich '. 


FOBSON obferves, that the common People 73¢; Dice, 


eat but once a Day, which is after Sun-fet. 
Their Diet is gencrally Rice, or fome other 
Grain, boiled and ferved hot by the Women in 
Gourds, They take their Victuals out with their 
Fingers, and, rolling it into a Ball, tofs it into 
their Mouths. They content themfelves with 
this Food, rather than be at the Pains of getting, 
either Fleth or Fifh. It is true, they breed Poul- 
try, and know how to cut Capons; but moft of 
thefe they truck away for Iron, Beads, and fucl: 
like Trade. . 

Tuey hold cating feldom, and in the Cool 
of the Day, to be a good Prefervative of Health. 


In this Captain ‘fob/on agrees with them, and. 


Silver, and Copper Ear-rings. Thofe defcended f preferibes the fame Rule for the Englifb. He 


DMSlaves, are not allowed to wear their Hair. 


* Febfen's Geldin Trade, P. 49. 
fen Colours. Fe 
© Barbe fays, fome are plaitcd, others not. 
Maire’s Voyage to the Canary Ifer, &c. p, 84. 
Maire, ibid. p- 85. 


> Ibid. p. 55. . 
4 “Fagneguin, in his Voyage d: Libya, p. 36, fays, it refembles a Deacon's Surplice. 


4 Fannequin’s Voyage de Liby, p. 96. 
© See Barbor's Defeription of (uinea, p. 35- 


obferves, that the natural Moifture being drawn 


© Barbot fays, it is of Mriped Cotton, of 


tLe 
i See Le 
' More's Travels, p. 116. 
outward 


Barbot fays, they reach to their Heels. 
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Noro Diet. outward to refrefh the external Parts, when a conftant Pains for their Hutbarids, I fear the Men Nr Dix, 
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—v—™ parched by the Sun’s Heat, the Stomach is then 


Bint, 


Sang!ct. 


Kufhkuth. 


cold, and fitter to receive a Dram than to digeft 
Viétuals ; 2nd theydound, by Experience, that 
in the Middle of the Day, they could drink as 
much Aguavite at a Time there, as would burn- 
out their Hearts in England. 

Tneix common Drink is Water, though 
they forncetimes ufe Pa/mita Wine, anda Sort of 
Ale, called Balls, made from their own Corn: 
But they are fo fond of fpirituous Liquors, that 
they will fell their Cloaths off their Backs forit*. 

THoucn the Men are great Drinkers, yet 
the Women are never fuffered openly fo much as 
to take one Cup, except fome fpecial Favou- 
rites >, 

LE MAIRE fays, the Drink of the Ne- 
gros is Palm-Wine, and Water, out of a ftink- 
ing Ditch, or fome worfe Place *. They make 
ufv of Milk too, when they can get it. 

‘Tar Diet of the Negros is plain and fimple, 
conlitting chichly of Sunziet, or Kibkajh, made of 
Mullet, Milk, Fowls, and fometimes Fifth, or 
Mear, gotten by Hunting. For they feldom kill 
their Cattle, unlefs on Fettivals; or other extra- 
urdinary Occafions. 

‘Yue Women begin at Break of Day to make 
Sanglet, for it requires full fix Hours the pre- 
paving. ‘Two or three go about this Work, 
firtt ciking the Millet, they pound it in deep 
wooden Mortars, having no Mills. When the 
Grain hath loft its Hufk, they cleanfe it by win- 
nowing with Fans, made of Palm-tree Leaves; 
afterwards they boil it either in Milk, or But- 
ter, Meat, Broth, or Water; or elfe with dried 
Fith. : 

KUSHRUSH, which is the beft Victuals, 
is alfo well beaten, and clean fifted ; then they 
mould it into a Pafte with Water, and make it up 
into little Balls. ‘When thefe Balls are well dri- 
ed, they are fet in a Cullender over a Pot where 
Meat has been boiled, feafoned with Selpiment 
and Palm+Oil (to receive the yap This Ra- 
gou is well enough, when it is rig ! 


me) 


would lead but forry Lives. 
They : IR fet Meals 
all eat very ey lying alo 
and taking up their iGuals by Handfuls ; for 
they ufe neither Napkins nor Plates, Knives nor 


Forks, No Body eats with the (Damel, or) 
King, but the d Marbdts, or one of the 
Lords that is moit accomplifhed: Often he eats 
alone. He will by no Means, fuffer the Toba- 


b 40s ¢ (or Whites) to fee him at his Meals -, 
which, the Author thinks, is done out of Shame 
of their Naftinefs and Poverty. 

AMONGST the meaner Sort, all the Family 
eat together ; their firft Mefs is Kabka/h ; when 
that is cleared, they fall aboard the Fleth, tear- 
ing it in Pieces with their Fingers: After they 
have gnawed it a little, they put it again into the 
Plattcr, for the next. They ufe only the right 
Hand during their Meals, the left they referve 

¢ to work with, and, on that Account, eftcem it 
an Indecency to eat with it '. 

FANN 4 
in a very rude 
on the Floor, on which the Xufbkufh and Meat 
being ferved-up in wooden Difhes, they tear it in 
Pieces with their Hands, and fling it greedily 
down their Throats*: But their Grandees, and 
rich People, drefs their Mcat more cleanly, and 
are better ferved. The Negros in general have 

d good fharp Stomachs, and nothing comes amifs 
to them, as they eat even the Flefh of the Ele- 
— and the Crocodile. They like their Meat 

when it is Corasighly tainted, or rather pu- 
trified *», Though they kill their Oxen, Sheep, 
and Fowls but juft before they drefs them, yet 
eat well, and are very tender. 


HEY ule no Bread, but eat the Flour of uf ns 


their various Grains, as Thickners to Liquids, 2 
The Jndian Corn they moftly ufe when green, 
€ perching it in the Ear upon the Coals, and then 
it eats like green Peafe, They boil their Rice 
chiefly as the Turks do (in making Pillaw). 
They make Flour of the Guinea Corn and Man- 


and cleaned from Sand, which is but feldom. Jaroke (ot \efler Indian Cor) by pounding’ jt in 

Wuen go to War, take a little Mortars, as they fometimes do the larger /udjan 
Bag with them, a Foot long, and as thick asa Corn and Rice. The Natives never bake 
Man's ‘Arm, full of Xi » ready boiled. or Bread for themfelves; but thofe of their Wo- 
This is the Womens daily Employ. the men who were accuftomed to the Europeans 
Women of France, fays é¢ Maire, take fuch here, learned to do Both". 

f 

a "s Golden Trade, p. 38, &F > Bid, p. 61. © The Marbits drink Water, tex:- 
peed wih Howey ees n the a ee ede as ‘i e oe vig ee 
t peck. ' ' le Maire’s Voyage to the Canary fs, (8c. p. 87, , ee Fanne- 
pons Voyage, 2.77. and le Maire’s Voyages, p..114. ‘. Laber's Aprifas Occidentale, vol. 4. p. 174. 
See Moore's Trove, p. 82. 
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UIN fays, that the Negros eut Dinner, how 
anner, having only a Mat fpread./"*/-""- 
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SECT. it. 
Of their Marriages and Funerals. 


Form of Marriage. Girls efpoufed very young. 
Dowry, or —— V iy prcheit dy ‘The 
chief Wife. ey puni~s Adultery, yet profti- 
tute their Wives. ¢ Wives do all the Work. 
Are in great Subjettion, Child-bearing eafy. 
Way of naming the Child. Flat Nofes, whence. 
Very fond Parents. The Girls forward. Wives 


Jelf-denying. 


Wire regard to Marriage, ‘¥cb/on informs 
us, that the Man contraéts with the Wo- 
man while fhe is under Age, but not without the 
Friends Confent, in whofe Hands he plices the 
Settlement, or Dower, he agrees to give for her. 
The King,or chief Governor alfo,as general Guar- 
dian of the Maids, claims a Gratuity for his Ra- 
tification. When fhe comes of Age fit for Ma- 
stray he goes, accompanied with fome young 
Men, his Acquaintance, carly in the Evening, 
by Moonlight, to the Maid’s Houfe, and they 
forcibly take her out *, ftruggling and fhrieking. 
She is feconded by the Cries of all the young 
Maids in the Town, and the young Men make 
a Feint of refcuing her. But the Spoufe and his 
Friends carry her away to his Houfe in Triumph. 
Here the remains unfeen for fome Time, and fe- 
veral Moons after never goes abroad without her 
Veil, which, in the Spanifh Fathion, covers all 
but one Eye. ‘The Dower is referved for her, 
that in Cafe of Widowhood, fhe may have 
wherewithal to purchafe a Hufband, which is the 
Cuftom for Widows ». ‘ 

MOORE fays, they give away their Daugh- 
ters in Marriage, fometimes as foon as they are 
born; and that the Parents can never afterwards 
break the Match; nor the Girl fo betrothed 
take another Hufband, without Leave of the 
firft: But that the Man is entirely at Liberty. 
They generally take their Wives home very 
young ;»but hefore fhe goes they are obliged to 

ay the Parents of the Wife two Cows, two 
ron-Bars, and two hundred Kola Nuts. 

Tue fame Author farther obferves, that at 
taking his Wife home, the Man makes a Feaft ; 
to which all that are wijimgecome without Invi- 
tation, and rejoice for three or four Days fuc- 

ely. Woman is brought from her 
Parents Houfe to her, Hufband’s, on Mens Shoul- 
ders, with a Veil over her Face, which the keeps 


© ® See Fed's Aacount of Fira before, p. 240. ¢. 
Travels, 9.131, & - ¢ Labat’s Afrique 
fie. &. 9, Sfeq. - 

Libya, p. 131. 


fit. 
© Jere 
’ Vor. Il. ~ NL, 


Occidentale, vol. 2. p. 299. 
' * Barbet fays, a white Sheet, Defcription of Guiasa, p. 35. 
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a on till the Marriage is confummated ; during “tre Mer- 
which, the Guefts dance and fing, beat Drums, pared 
and fire Mufkets «, “ 
AccorpincG to Labat, when 2 young Negro Dewr, » 
on the Sanaga, has fixed his Eyes on 2 Miftrefs, 
he applies to the Father and Mother for their 
Confent, or if an Orphan, to her next Relsti- 
ons, As the Parties are generally agreed before 
the Meeting, fo the Bargain is fixed, as foon as 
the Lover complics with the Prefent to be made 
b to the Parents, which confifts in fome Cattle, 
Cotton-Cloths, Glafs-Beads, and Brandy. They 
ufually marry young. When this is paid, the 
Bride is led home to her Hufband’s Hut, who 
receives her by the Hand, and immediately fends 
her for Watcr, Wood, and other Neccflaries 
for the Houfe. She obeys his Orders, and after 
the Hufband has fupped, fups in her ‘Turn, and 
waits till fhe is called to Bed 4. 
‘Tne Dowry (fays le Maire) confiftsof Bullocks, 
which are giventhe Father, and never excced five. 
The Bargain made, they bed together, without 
farther Ceremony. If the Bride is warranted a Maid Virgins 
(and Maids are fcarce here) a white Cloth is laid «4. 
on the Bridal Bed, which, if found bloody, is a 
Proof of her Virginity. Afterwards oat make a 
Proceffion about the Village with this Cloth, at- 
tended by theGurriots, who fing the Praifes of the 
fair Lady, and their nuptial Joys. But if the 
roves no Virgin, the Father, on the Hufband’s 
emand, is obliged to take her back, and re- 
turn the Bullocks. “This indeed feldom peppers 
for the Girl is ftriétly examined before the Nup- 
tials, and then the Raven is not made, but up- 
on actual Conviction, Neither is the Girl flight- 
ed afterall: For though fhe cannot be a Wife to 
him, yet the may be a Concubine to another ; 
and by this Means the Father has always freth 
Markets to make °. 
FANNE QUIN relates, that the Hufband 
takes her from her Parents naked; and going be- 
fore the Prieft, or Marliit, he makes them - 
low a little Sand, with fome Ceremonies, and 
commands them that Night to confummate the 
Marriage. The Bride is laid on a white Goat's 
Skin ‘, on which if the Marks of Virginity be not 
found next Morning, the Hufband repudiates 
her. The fame Author adds, that the Negro 
Girls are fo nice in this Point, that they will 
die, rather than fuffer themfelves to be debauch- 
f ed before Marriage *. 
Accorpinc to Moore, the Negros on the 
Gambra, are more jnclined to conceal the Dif- 
appointment than divulge it, For he fays, that 


© Jobjon's Golden Trade, p. $3, and s6. _ * More's 
se Whe, gp = Lena's Vonage 
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nwve , although the Woman has had a Child or two be- a BA RBOT obferves, that the Negros arc very Meme 
— fore, yet the is looked upon as a Virgin, and jealous; and if they can furprize their Wives in S*/- 
the Man refts fatisfied; acuife fhould it be any Act of Infidelity, the Hufband will kill the 
known, that his Wife was not a Maid when he Adulterer, and repudiate the Wife, by fending 
took her Home, he would undergo great Scan- her home to her Parents, who are obliged to re- 
a. ftore her Portion!. Yet, in another Place, he 
BARBOT obferves, that fome Negros will fays they are not concerned if their Wives lic 
marry none but Virgins, and that others are Icfs with other Men *, 
fcrupulous >. THe Wife of Lali, one of the Officers of 
Pie f Axt Authors agree, that every Man is allowed the Damel's Court, had given her Hufband Caufe 
fe. as many Wives as he can maintain: But that b to fufpect her of Infidelity. The Hufband might 
only one has the Privilege of a Wife, and is have done himfelf Juftice, but, as his Wife was 
always about him ‘. For this Reafon the Englifo, of a great Family, he chofe to complain to the 
in Jobfon’s Time, called her the Hand-Wife. King; who finding the Accufation juft, fold her 
She is excufed from feveral laborious Services to the Sicur Brie for a Slave. Her Relations 
done by the reft. However the is not allowed getting Notice, privately redeemed her, and fent 
to eat with him, nor in his Prefence, but in an- Fer out of the Country '. 
other Houfe; nor does he ever ufe any Dalliance In Cafe of Adultery, fays Moore, the Wife is 
(or Kiffing) with her, much lefs with any of the liable to be fold for a Slave, or turned-off at 
reft, who are only like Concubines, for whom Pleafure; and the Hufband makes her take all 
he fhews not the true conjugal Affection. c her Children with her, unlefs he has a Mind to 
Ir is remarkable, thefc Wives never brawl] keep any one him(felf: If fo, ee are gencrally 
nor fcold together. In the Evening every one fuch as are big enough to be ufeful to him; and 
retires to her own Houfe, or Apartment, ready for fome Years after the Divorce, he has Liberty 
for his Call, and every Morning they falute him to take ile of her Children trom her: But 
upon their Knees, laying their Hand upon his in Cafe the Wife is with Child, the Man cannot 
Thig #.. put her away till the is delivered ™, 

OORE fays, that fome havc no fewer than YT, for all this, if you will believe Authors, y,, protitute 
an hundred Wives; and that he knew a pretty the Men take it for an Honour if Whites oftber Wives, 
large Town, near Brusoe, in which there were Diftinétion will lie with their Wives, Sifters, or 
none but one Man and his Wives, Children and d Daughters, and very frequently will make the 
Slaves *. sc firft Offers, This, which is attelted by /e Zaire *, 

Tue Reafon why their Kings and great Men, is confirmed by ‘fanneguin ° and others: Barbot 
who have feveral Houtes, divide their Wives fo, oblferves, that they will not f{cruple to do this, 
is, that as they change their Abode, they may provided they can get any Thing by it?. 
always find a Family ready to receive them. LE MAIRE tells us, the Women are much Tie i'm» 
Tuoven the Condition of the Wives be e- given to Gallantry, and extremely fond of thega/im. 
qual, with regard to the Hufband, yet the firft Carefles of white Men, yet they are very mer- 
married, provided fhe has Sons, is Miftrefs, cenary, and muft be paid for their Favours9; 
and has a Superiority over the reft‘. Barbot But Barbet fays, a err flender Price will ferve 
confirms this, and adds, that when a King grows e them. He adds, that they are very well thaped ; 
weaty of his chief Wife, he affigns her sto tall, lufty, and ftraight; active, and of a very 
live on, and Slaves, and chufes another out of bright black Colour; extremely wanton, and of 
hia Seraglio *. pleafing Countenances; and that their great In- 
Adskery In Cafe of Adultery, both the Offenders, ac- clination to white Men often oceafiong mighty 
cording to Fob/on, are fold out of the Country Quarrels with their Hufbands ’. 
without RB ion 5 which is the Punifhment Tue Wives do all the hard Labour, fuch as Wives do all 
for all » for they put none to  cleanfing and pounding Rice, &c. which is done u4. 
Death. Thele a were then bought by in Morters with ves. They prepare and 
the for Slaves at the W2ff dre all the Vidtuels. and bring it to Table 
Indies *. f (which is no more a Mat roa ae ee 


* Meers’s Travels, p. 142. * Bartet's Deicription of Guimea, p. 35- * At Cape de Monte,. 
the chief Wife ts called Makimdb, i to Barber's Deftription off Galaie, p. 117. Re prt 
Golden Coaft, p. 51. ® Meare's . 133. * Labat's a Occidentale, p. 300, fi 
Pp. Fobjon's Goliin eee, P S3. ! Barbor, ubi fupra,  ibidt 
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Floor) but immediately withdraw, and are never a 
admitted to eat with their Hufbands *. 

THE Women, in general, work hard. Their 
Bufinefs is to pound the Rice and Millet, make 
the Ki/bkifh and Sanglet, drefs the V ictuals, pre- 
pare the Liquors, {pin and dye the Cotton, make 
the Cloaths, plant the Tobacco and Grain, clean 
the Houfes, take Care of the Cattle, bring-in 
Wood and Water: In fhort, they have all the 
Drudgery of the Houfe on their Hands; and 
when their Hufbands are in Converfation, they b 
attend to keep-off the Gnats, and ferve them 
and ‘Tobacco °. 

No Wife has the Privilege of eating with her 
Hufband, but is rather, indeed, a Servant. The 
Men take-Care to inculcate their Subjection in 
fuch a Manner, that they never forget it*. Moore 
fays, the great Subjection which the Women are 
under, is owing to the Mumbo Jumbo, or Bug- 
bear, hereafter defcribed, i cmery to be a 
very nece Expedient, where 2 Man has foc 

a vo fren agree obferves, that when 


many. 
the Piulband grows tired, he can quit his Wife 


wich the Lofs of what he gave in Purchafe; and 
fhe alfo can leave her Hufband at Pleafure, only 
by reftoring the Bullocks again: But that if the 

ing has gratified a Favourite with one of his 
Women, this Gen cannot, upon any 
Terms, put her away, though the Prince can 
retake her when he pieafes¢. 

THe Mohammedan Ni have certain De-d 
grees of Marriage prohibited. A Man cannot 
marry two Sifters. Damel, who had broken 
through this Point, was much cenfured for it, in 
private, by the Mardits ©, 

THe Women are very fruitful, and except 


very young, feldom want the help of others in 
Child-bearin 


bearing. It is reckoned oe with them 
to cry-out, or even figh in the Height of their 
Pains. After Delivery they bathe themfelves and 
their Child, for a good while; and having ftretch- e 
ed their Limbs in fuch Sort as prevents their ever 
having the Rickets, they wrap them in a Pagne, 
without Swadling Cloths, which commonly make 
Infanrs deformed and Paves Wher it is Lape 
or firteen Days old, in to carry it on their 
Back, and ware quit it eh Bufinefs they 
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Mohammedan Names, fuch as, for the Boys, Nore 
Omar, Guiab, Dimbi, Maliel; and for the Girls, ne 


Fatima, Alimata, Komba, Komegain, Vpn, Hen- 
gay, &c. Every Morning they wath the Infant 
with cold Water, and rub it with Palm-Dil®. 

Tuey make but little ado with their Bant- 
lings, leaving them naked upon the Ground, 
where they crawl about all the Day. Before 
they can walk, they tie them, in a Cloth, to 
their Backs, bringing their Feet on each Side 
before them. ‘Thus they keep them whatever 
Work they are about, even when they pound 
the Millet ', 

Tuts Author, 
i aie their flat 

ay of Carriage: For they tell you, that the 
Mother in ftooping and rifing quick again brin 
the Child's Nofe againft her Back; to avoid 
which, as much as poffible, the Infant draws its 
Head back, and thereby fets out its Belly. 
Moore fays, indeed, that he does not find they 
are born with Bat Nofes; but that if it be the 
Mother’s Fancy to have them fo, fhe will, when 
fhe wafhes the Child, pinch, and prefs down the 
upper Part of its Nofe*. This appears to us a 
more rational Account of the Matter. Le Maire 
did not find it true that the flatteft Nofes and 
largeft Lips are moft liked. On the contrary, be 
found their Tafte for Beauty much like the 
French, except in Colour; a fine Eye, little 
Mouth, handfome Lips, and a Nofe i 
able being their Beauties. There are Negreffes 
as well haped and finely limbed as any of the 
European Ladies: They have a better Genius 
than the Men, and are extremely {mooth !. 


F aig soe and moft others, Fir No, 
ofes and pod Bellies to this whence. 


Tuey love their Children tenderly, are ex- ery fend 
tremely careful of them till they are able to go Parmer. 


alone; for then they are content to feed them 
well, and take no further Trouble about their 
Education. Thus they grow-up, and have ftrong 
Conftitutions, being fubject to few Difeafes ex- 
cept the Small-Pox; but, as they are bred in 
Idlenefs, become lazy to Excefs, that, were 
they not prefled by Neceffity, they would not fo 
much as fow their Lands: Nor do they fow 
more than is juft fufficient for their Subfi : 
And, was it not for the great Fertility of their 
Country, they would be every Year in a ftarving 


nf, 
Heats wri ufual to fee the Women abroad the fame f Condition, and compelled to fell themfelves for 


» or the after shes, ar delivered. About Slaves to thofe who could give them Vi@uals. 
a Month aftershey Child, by fhaving They hate all Exercifes but ing and Con- 
ry Head and rubbing it with Oil, inviting fiveor verfation, of which vay bos never weary *. 
fix Bet€ids to be Witnefles. They ufe commonly Tue Girls affect to modeft, efpecially in The Girk 
ferwar 
** Fcbyon's Gelden Coat, ‘ » Lebat's Afrigue Occidentale, vol. 2. p. 301, * Ibid. p. 299. 
od Man » Travels, por ea * Labat, ubi fupra, vol 4. p. 188, i. ' Bid vol: z. 
p- 502. & Moore's Travels,. p. 134. ’ Barber's Dedexiption of mined, P. 37. ' Le 
Maire's Vi » P 102s a "» Travels, J. 131. 1 La Maire’s Voyage, p, 132. ® La- 
at's Afrique Qccidentals, vol 2. p. 303. 
Nn2 Com- 
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Company: But take them b 
very obliging ; and, for a [ittle Coral or a Silk 
Handkerchief, will gratify fe in what you 
pleafe. But thofe who pretend to be of the Por- 
tugueze Race and Religion, and call themfelves 
Chriftians, are more referved than the Mandin- 

es; though they will make no {cruple, if 2 white 
Min is able to maintain them, of living with 
him as a Wife, without the Ceremony of Mar- 
riage *. 


No married Woman, after fhe is brought to b Thorns, or a great 


Bed, lics with her Hufband till three Years are 
expired’, if the Child lives fo long. After 
which fhe weans the Child, and beds again with 
her Hufband: For they fay, if the Mother beds 
with her Hufband fooncr, it fpoils her Milk, and 
makes the Child Jiable to a great many Diftem- 
crs. Neverthelefs the Author believes not one 
oman in twenty ftays fo long without lying 
with fome Man. He had heard very often 
Wives much cenfured, and judged to be falfe 
to their Hufbands Bed, only becaufe their fuck- 
7 was ill ©. 

HE Negros, as foon as a Perfon dics, give 
Notice to the Neighbours by loud Shrieks and 
Lamentations, which foon draws a great Refort 
to the Hut, or Houfe, of the Deceafed, who 


join in their Cries. Their Funeral Ceremonies 


differ in different Parts *. 
Tue Funerals of the Negros are perforined 


c 


with great State and Ceremony. A Marbit d 


wathes the Body of the Deceafed, and fhrouds it 
up with the beft Linen he had during his Life. 
All the Relations and Neighbours come to make 
their Lamentations, afking the Corps feveral ri- 
diculous Queftions: Onc afks, If he did not 
live at Eafe with them ? What Damage had ever 
been done to him? If he were not as rich as he 
wanted to be? Jf he had handfome Women? 
and other like Fopperics. Finding he can get 
no Anfwer, he withdraws, and makes Room 
for another, who fays as much. In the mean 
Time the Guiriots do not fail to fing his Elogy. 
Ir is the Cuftom to make Folgar * for all that 
come to the Funeral: For which Purpofe, th 
kill fome Bullocks, and fell Slaves to Uirchale 
Brandy to comfort themfelves with. Abe 
have well feafted, the Body is interred in the 
fame Cabin where he died, taking-off the Dome 


or epg 

But the Mourners redouble their Yel- 
Tings and four Perfons hold a fquare Cloth at 
, 


© Moors’s Travels; p. 121. 
Saiy arden, peed 


wels, 7. 129, & fey. 


Sie 


f it very hard down 


on this Occafion, ». $5. ¢. 
$7, ‘ igue Occidentale, vol. 5..p. 73. 
£ Le Maire’s Voyage to the Canary Illes, Uc. p. 97, & fgg. 


themfelves they are a Words in his Ear, covers it with a Pall; and af- 


terwards the 


Dome is again put-on, to which 
they faften a Cloth of any Colour they fan 
moft. This done, they ereét a Stake, on whi 
they hang the Bow, Quiver, and Afagay of the 
Detuné& ; fetting by hima Pot of Ku/btujh, and 
another of Water, a Twelvemonth’s Provifion ; 
Pull they imagine he can eat, though he be 
In fome Places they encompals the Cabin with 
rench, to fecure the Body 
from ravenous Beafts; which, however, fome- 
times do get to it. The Mourners continue 
their Grimaces for cight Days after this. 

WuHen a Boy dies, the Funeral Dirge is fung 
by the Women and Girls ; and the Boys tilt a- 

ainft cach other, with naked Scimetars in their 

ands, which they clafh together: In fhort, 
upon thefe Occafions, they play a hundred foolith 
Tricks‘. 

On the Death of People, all their Friends and 
Acquaintance come and cry over them a Day or 
two, as the /rif do; and bury them in the 
Rooms where they died, or elfe very clofe to it. 
And the Relations at an hundred Miles Diftance, 
«cy and howl as much as thofe upon the Spot. 


New 


Funcrel 


When a King, or any very great Man dies, Of Kingr 
there is a Time fixed for the Cry, which is fome-2*4 fret 


times a Fortninght or Month after the Deceafe : 
At which Time, vaft Numbers of People meet 
at the Houfe of the Deceafed; and thofe who 
live near it fend Cows, vaft Quantities of Fowls, 
and Rice or Beef, or fuch Provifions as they can 
get, which is given to all People that come: So 
that, for the Time it lafts, there is open Houfe- 
keeping, which is fometimes for three or four 
Days together. They begin with crying, and at 
Night they go to finging and dancing, and fo 
continue till they brass. 

Ma. MOORE was invited to the Burial of a 
great Man of the Country, which was performed 
thus: They dug a Hole between fix and feven 
Foot long, three deep, and two broad, in which 
they very decently laid the Corps, tied-up in a 
white Cotton-Cloth, every body prefent pulling- 
off their Caps. Then they laid thin fplit Stic: 
a)! acrofs the Grave, even with the Surface of the 
Earth, and Straw upon thefe to keep the Mould 
out of the Grave; for upon the Straw they 


laid the Earth the G trampli 
dug oss ie me pling 
In fome Places, they make a Trench 
fence with a 
wild Beafts: But 
Moore, ibid. p. 133. Bee" 
"That i, wi or 
5 Motre’s Tre-, 
by 


che 


sy 
* Beal, 
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Alf: Night of the Interment. In other Places, thee Tone being dull and heavy. ting 
—v~ Funeral ies laft feven or eight Days; Taser Drums are heclicir Trunks of Tee; 


Mew 
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Horry 


and if the Deceafed be a Boy, the Boys, his 
Comrades, run through the Village with their 
Sabres, as if they looked for him *. 

In other Places, the Body is carried to the 
Grave, attended by the Relations, and all the 
People of the Village of both Sexes. Being come 
to the Grave, they inter the Corpfe ftark-naked, 


covered, at one End, with a Sheep or Goat-Skin Drum, 


well ftretched. Sometimes they beat it with their 
Fingers only, but oftner with two Sticks of dif- 
ferent Thicknefs, and round Heads: They are 
made of a hard, heavy Wood, or Pine, or 
Ebony. They have Drums of different Diame- 
ters and Lengths, (o give different Tones; there 


and fill-up the Hole with Earth, erecting about b are fome of five Foot long, and twenty or thirty 


é - a round Huts, like the Ice-~Houfes in 
taly. 

Waen a Man dies, his. Brothers, Sifters, or 
Relations take Poffeffion of his Wealth, leaving 
little to the Children, if they happen to be un- 
der-Age ”. 


SECT. II. 


Of the Negro Mujic, Dancing, Fifhing, and € 


unting. 


Negro Mujfic: Trumpet-Hern: Jalof- Drum: : 
andingo-Drums: Their Lutes: Flutes: The 
Balafo: Jts Sound like an Organ: Its Struflure, 
Their Muficians, or Buffoons : Refemble the Srifh 
Harpers: Eniertained by the Kings and 
Men ; Great Flatterers, therefere well rewerded : 
Their fulfome Pratfes: Yet reckoned infameus, 
and denied Burial. Negros fond of 
é ‘dope the Women : Their Folgar, or Balls : 
ay of Wrefiling. Negra Fifoermen: Their 
Tackle: How dry their Fifh: Their Fifhing- 
Boats: Manner of Fifhing : Ancther Method : 
Fifbing in the Gambra. The Blacks good Hunters; 
How they kill Elephants. 


LL the Inhabitants of thefe Parts are ex- 
A tremely fond of Mufic. They. have In- 

ruments of feveral Kinds, anfwerin 
European, but not very perfeét or well made ; 
fuch as a Sort of Trumpets, Drums, Spinets, 
Lutes, Flutes or Flagelets, and Organs. 

Tue Negros of Galam and Gambra, and ge- 
nerally in all Parts where Elephants are com- 
mon, have a Kind of ‘Trumpet * made of their 
Teeth; that is, the fmall ones, which they bore 
and fhave, Infide and Out, till they have brought 
them to a t Thi . They have them of 
different 
. 

at's Afrique Occidentale, vol. 4. p. 
cription Ginn pasz. ; f pb ibid. 
Marine ufed at Bie. fee before, p. 99. ¢. 

» © Moore's Travels into Africa, p. 64. 
with the He-re, 

Jon, ubi Supra, p. 105, & fgg. 


4 


lancing, d 


to thee 


- See alfo Fob/on'’s Golden Trade, p. 70, & feg. 
5 erin reed eat Re 


8 Fobjon's Geldex Trade, p. 106. 
© Le Maire’'s Voyage to the Canary 1fles 


in Diameter: But all, in general, give a dead 
Sound, fitter to ftun one, than to chear-up or 
animate. However, this is their favourite Inftru- 
ment, and a conftant Companion in all their 
Feafts 4. 


Ts Mandingo-Drums, according to Moore, Mandingo- 
are about a Yard long, and about a Foot or?rum. 


twenty Inches Diameter at Top, but lefs at the 
Bottom; made out of a folid Piece of Wood, 
and covered only at the wideft End with a Kid’s 
Skin. They beat upon them only with one 
Stick and their left Hand‘. Yob/on fays, they 
make-ufe of a litthe Drum, which being held 
under the left Arm, is played-on with the Fin- 
gers of that Hand, and with a crooked Stick 
managed by his right ; the Player finging, or ra- 
ther howling‘, all the while to his Inftrument, 
the whole Figure having the Air and Counte- 
nance of a Changeling *, or one poffeffed. 

In every Town, almoft, they have a large 
Thing like a Drum, called a Tontong, which 
they beat only on the Approach of an Enemy, 
or other extraordi Geri, to call-forth 
the neighbouring Towns to their Afiftance. This 
Tontong, in the Night, may be heard fix or fe- 
ven Miles», 


Tre moft common of the three Inftruments pores, 


which Fobjon faw among the Gambra Negros, was 
made with a great Gourd for a Belly, at the 
Bottom of a long Neck without Frets, ‘ialnaed fix 
Strings, and Pins to wind them into Tune. 
This was the only Inftrument played on with 
their Fingers. This Inftrument was often ac- 
companied with the little Drum above defcrib- 
ed', On the Coaft they have another Sort, fit 
for the Chamber of a fick Perfon. It is a Kind 
of Lute, made of a Piece of hollow Wood * 
covered with Leather, with two or three Hair- 
Strings, and adorned with Iron Plates and Rings, 


erent Sounds. However, f like a Tombour de Ba/que. 


And Baréot’s 
balon, @ Sort of 
* Labat's Afrique Occtdentale, vol. 2. p. 229, &F 
* Hence comes the Sufpicion of his converfing 
* Moore, ubi fupra, p. 109. 1 Fob- 

» Fe. p. 83. 
Tasy 
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= Tuey have Flutes and Flageolets, whicharea LA BA T’s Defcription of this Infrument Mer. 
nothing but Reeds. They play upon thefe like gies ftill farther Light into the Struéture of it. 244: 
flea’ the Aimerican Savages, that is, very ill, and al- He obferves, that among the Filis the Balafo is 75a, 
ways in the fame Tone ; nor, if they had Eure- compofed of*fixteen Rods of hard Wood &bout 
pean Flutes, would they play any better *. an Inch broad, and four or five Lines © thick. 
The Basfo,  Bu'r their principal [nitrument is the Balafe*, The longeft are about ei Inches, and the 
or Ballard, ss eijon calls it;) it ftands about a fhorteft about feven or eight. They are ranged 
oot from the Ground, is hollow under, on on 2 {mall Frame about a Foot high, to which 
the upper Side has feventeen wooden Keys, ranged they are faftened with Thongs of very fine Lea- 
like Blof of an Organ, to which are faftened fo ther, which is likewife lapped round fome fmall 
many Strings, or toa Wires, the Bignefs of a b Wands that are put between the Rods, to keep 
Quill, each a Foot long, the Breadth of the In- them at proper and equal Diftances. Under the 
ftrument ; baring each, at the other End, two Rods are hung round Calabafhes of different 
Gourds hanging Jike Bottles under the hollow or Sizes, viz. the largeft under the longeft Rods, 
belly Part: fe receive and reduplicate the and fo in Porportion. This Inftrument fome- 
Sound. thing refembles an Organ, gives an agreeable 
Tue Player fits upon the Ground, in the Sound, and bagi upon with two {mall Sticks, 
Middle of the Inftrument, and ftrikes the Keys like thofe of a Dulcimer, covered at the End 
with ‘a Stick in either Hand, about 2 Foot long, with Leather, to fweeten the Sound *. 
at the End whereof is faftened a round Ball, TxHosx who play on the Inftruments are Per- Té" Muj- 
covered with Stuff, to prevent the clattering c fons of a very fingular Character, and feem to's Fs = 
Noife the bare Sticks would make. Upon his be their Pocts as well as Muficians, not unlike ~~ 
Arms he has great Iron Ri out of which ftand _ the Bards ey the Jrifs and the ancient Bri- 
feveral Iron Necks, which fmaller Rings and tons. All the French Authors, who defcribe the 
jingling Toys; which, by the Motion of his Arms Countries of the Falefs and Filis, call them Gui- 
in playing, produce akind of muficalSound. The rots; but Fobfon gives them the Name of Fud- 
making of this Inftrument is their Mafterpiece. It dies, which he interprets Fidlers. Perhaps the 
is avery loud one, for the Author fays, he could former is the Falof and Fili Name; the Tessar, 
hear it the Diftance of a good Englif Mile‘. the Mandingo. 
Tuts muft be the Gme Inftrument, which, BARBOT fays, that Guiriot, in the Lan- 
Maire fays, confifts of a Row of Strings of d of the Negros towards the Samaga, fignifies 
ifferent Sizes, ftretched like the Strings of a SaFoen,, and thet they ore a Sost Of ycophants. 
i and that it is harmonious enough, if they Kings and great Men in the Country keep 
how to touch it‘, This Inftrument feems each of them two, three, or more of thefe Gur- 
Sunds his Op differ a little in different Parts. At Nakke- riots to divert them, and entertain Foreigners on 
as Orges. yay on the Gambra Mr. Moore was welcomed Occafion'. ‘fob/on obferves, that if at any Time Lite «ie 
with fome Mufic on this Inftrument, which, ata- the Kings or Dey al Perfons along the Gambra Ih Uar- 
bout an hundred Yards Diftance, founded fome- came to the Engli/h, tating in the River, they? 
thing like an Organ. It is compofed of about would have their ‘fuddtes or Mufic playing before 
twenty Pipes of very hard Wood, Pnely polifhed; them, by way of State. Thefe Fuddies have 
gradually diminifhing both in Length and Breadth, e (he fae} a Refemblance of the Jrifb 
and ‘ticd together with Thongs of very fine mers (or Harpers) fitting in the fame Man- 
thin Leather. Thefe T'hongs are twifted about ner on the Ground, at fome Diftance front the 
{mall round Wands, and put between every Pipe Company. They accompany their Inftruments 
a fall Space. par cree Real with the Subjeét of which is generally 
twelve or fourteen Calabathes of dif- the ancient Race Pedigree of their Kings, 
Sizes, which have the fame Effeft 2s Or- with the Exploits of their Anceftors, or elfe 
a*. This they upon with two fome other occafional Songs; and they would 
covered with a thin Skin, cut-off a Sibsa- often fing, a Song in Praife of white 
or with fome Leather, to foften Men, in the AuthorloPaigrce, Se which they 
the Sound ', ' f expetted 2 Gratuity *. 
; ’ e 
aba. Occidentale, vol. 2. 9. 333+ © Moore writes Dalafex. € + Goken 
" Ae sa Le Meee 6s. Or techar; es the Be Mt a larch 
: Bester ath bop, ound ie Happs rig boy Je etary 
119. Lie es gg early & } ‘Manner . am , Pay. a 
"Twellth aa Inch,  S Labat, whi fagra, vol. 2, 9. 338, & fe. Barber's De. 
of Gaines, pigs. 9 > * Fada’ Gokien #105, 
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Therefore 
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rimaces would tire any but aB 3 yet 
they muft mbt be found Fault with, but rather ap- _rifhing them to humour the Dance after their 
uded. , fuch ay ufed f Manner >. 
the Kende’s Guirists, to a French Officer, Tue Women, who are very brifk and gal- Efpcialy 
‘ : ly’ Women, 
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TuoucH the Negros have no Wit nor Ge- a 
nius, B they love to be flattered for having 
thefe Talents ; And it is the Bufinefs of the Gu:- 
riots to perform this Piece of Service. They 
carry aSort of Drum near four or five Foot long, 
pone of the hollow Trunk of a Tree, which 
they beat cither with their Hands, or with {mall 
Sticks. There are alfo morefk Drums, refembling 
Bafkets, croffed over with little Cords, which 
they finger with one Hand, while they ftrike 
with the other *. 

BARBOT fays, that the Guiriots have the 
fole Privilege of carrying the Olamba, or great 
long Drum-Royal, ¢ of a fine Goat-Skin, 
before the King, when he goes to War: This 
the Guirict hangs about his Neck, and beats with 
{mall Sticks, or with his Hands, hallowing aloud 
with a wretched Voice, and finging fundry Sorts 
of Tunes to nonfenfical Words. ree to 
the fame Author, at other Times, to divert their 
Mafters, they have a Timbre! after the AZori/co 
Fafhion, made like flat Ball-Bafkets, tied athwart 
with feveral fmal] Strings, which they touch 
with onc Hand, or grafp with their Fingers, and 
beat upon it with the other °. 

Tue Negros are tranfported with the Elogies 
of the Guiriots, and largely recompence them. 
The Author had feen them ftrip themfelves to 
reward thefe falfe and fulfomeFlatterers. When 
thefe Varlets mifs of their expected Fees, they 


fall a railing, and publith in the i 9 as many d 


bafe Things as they invent againft Perfons, 
contradiéting whatever they had faid good of 
them ; which is looked upon to be the greateft 
Affront imaginable. 

Ir it cfteemed a very great Honour when the 
King’s Gutriot fings any one’s Praifes; and he 
never fails of a good Reward, often two or three 
Bullocks, and fometimes the beft Part of their 
Goods, However, they fang indeed to the French, 
but could not make their 
their Pockets *. 

He ufual Cant of thefe Buffoons, in fpeak- 
ing or finging, amounts to this :—He is a great 
Man, or agreat Lord, heis rich, he is powerful, 
he is generous ; he has ace Sangara, or Brandy, 
with a great deal of fuch wretched Stuff, often 
reas with fuch forry Voices, Bawling, and 


repeated, that he was the King’s chief 
ve, thinking that a mighty Compliment ¢. 


b Cantators have a familiar 


oney dance out of ¢ 


Tue Fidlers are reckoned rich, and their 
Wives have more C. blue Stones and Beads 
about them than the King's Wives; but are 


279 
Negro 


Dancing. 


enerally wanton Baggages. And it is remarka- Rectoned ine 
Ble, that after all this Fondnefs of the People forfm™s 


Mufic, yet the Mufician is held in great Con- 
tempt, and is denied their common Rite of Bu- 
rial; inftead of which the Corps is fet upright in 
a hollow Tree, and left there to rot. The Rea- 
fon they give for this Treatment is, that thefe 
Converfe with their 
Devil, Ho-re*. Labat agrees almoft in every 
Thing with Fob/on: He fays, that the greater 
Part of the Brot, efpeci the politer Sort, 
look upon the Muficians as infamous, although, 
being neceflary Tools for their Pleafure, they 
do not thew it while living: But, as foon as 


And dered 


are dead, this Contempt appears, fince they do Bwrial, 


not fuffer their Wives or Children to put the 
Corps into the Ground, nor yet to throw it into 
piss or River,.to be devoured by the Fith ; 
went the Earth would bear nothing for a 
& 


Space round where they are buried, and 


that the Rivers would be poifoned by it. In the 
mean Time, they can alledge nothing for this 
Treatment, but Cuftom only. In fhort, the 


Drummers Relations are forced to ftick the Car- 
cafs up in fome hoJlow Tree, there to remain 
till it be devoured by the Wolves, or fome other 
ravenous Beafts '. 

WuerueR all the different Nations in this 
Part of Africa have the fame Contempt for their 
Guiriots, may admit of Doubts for it is remark- 
able, that although the Kings and Princes of the 
Falofs think it a Difgrace to touch an Inftru- 
ment, yet fome of thofe of the fame Ranks a- 
sone | Filis pride themfelves in underftanding 
ceveral §, 


Tue Inhabitants of thefe Parts are no lefs Negro: ford 
fond of Dancing than Mufic. Wherever the Ba-% 9#*'"s» 


lafo was heard, (for ‘Fob/on did not find that they 
were common) there is always great Refort to 
them, the People dancin ~ and Night, till 
the Player is tired-out. The Women are fondeft 
of Dancing, and always dance fingle, foot-it 
nimbly with fupple Knees, and bending Poftures, 
while the By-ftanders grace the Dance by clapping 
of Hands, as if they beat Time. The Men 
dance with naked Swords in their Hands, flou- 


E, 


lant, love Dancing in the Evening, 
at Change of the Moon, They dance in a Ring, 


* Le Maire's Voyages, }. 82. © Barbet's Defeription of Guinea, p. 55, p. $9. This Drum is called 
Lomlambe,. © Le Maire’s Voyages, p.83, 6 fra. 4 Barbet, ohh fap . s "s Golden 
Coatt, f- 107, & feg. ! Labat's Afrique Occidetale, vol, 2. bed & fq. See allo 's Deferi: 
tion of Guina, p. 55. & See before, ». 63, d. » Jobjon, ubi fupra. 
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clapping their Hands, without moving from the a a Tree hollowed; the 


; Place, except thofe in theMiddle, and finging what- 
ever comes in their Head. ‘Uhofe in the Middle, 
in dancing hold one Hand on their Head, the 
other on their Back-Side, jetting their Body for- 
ward, and beating their Fect againft the Ground. 
Their Pofturcs are very lafcivious, efpecially if a 
Boy dance with them: A Calabafh, or Kettle, 
ferves for Mufic ; for they love Noife *. 

MOORE: fays, that the Women are hizhl 

delighted to have a white Man dance or drink 
with them ; but that if the Liquor belongs to an 
European, they are not well acquainted with, they 
are cautious how they drink, always*making him 
drink before them, for tear of Poifon °, 

THE Sieur Brie, who was invited to a Folgar, 
ohn Barre, in the 
Mouth of the Sanaga, thought their Dances muit 
be very fatiguing, and fome Geitures immodett ; 
but fzys, perhaps, not fo meant by the Negros. 
The Ball here lafled all Night. Arie went to 
Bed, and was waked in the Morning by a Sere- 
nade under his Window. Ele gave the Players 
fome Brandy to difmifs them: But this they took 
for a Reward and Encouragement, and fo made 
ten ‘Limes more Noite than before ; continuing 
to play till ‘Fobn Barre and ‘fam/ee came to con- 
duct him away °. 

At another Time the fame Gentleman was 
treated by a Fa/i Prince with a public Ball. “Thi- 
ther all the young Folks in and about the Village 
repaired with great Eagernefs to teftify the Plea- 
fure they took in dancing, finging, playing upon 
the Lute, and other Exercifes, before fuch as 
their Prince thought fit to honour with this En- 
tertainment. Whilft the young ones of both 
Sexes are rey: in thefe Diverfions, the eldcr 
Sort fit round the Perfon for whom the Folgar is 
made, holding a Converfation ; and this is onc 


of the Things in which the Fi/i take the greateft 
Delight, as hath been already mentioned 4. 
Amona thofe Exercifes Wreflling is one. In 


performing this, the Men approach each other 
with ridiculous Poftures. On thefe Occafions 
they have always onc, who acts the Part of a 
Loa Ae a Drum or —— to excite 
their s they are they -have 
much ado to fling one another 4 and when they 
do, fall hea . 
s Tue _ —— A the N are 
ifhing and Hunti ire tS ws, 
ange of thefe live near the Rivers are 


b 


c 


d 


eft will contain ten or 


Ng 


twelve Men, being thirty Foot long, though not 7: 


above two and an half broad. They go with 
both Oars and Sails, and often overfet in a high 
Wind, or rough Water ; but this the Negros do 
not much matter, being all excellent Swimmers. 
They foon turn it right again with their Shoulders, 
as unconcerned as if nothing had befallen them ; 
and fo row away as fwift as an Arrow out of a 
Bow, the nimbleit of the French Sloops not be- 
ing able to reach them. 


VHEN they go a fifhing, generally two of TéeirTavth. 


them go into the Canoa, and take a Compafs 
near fix Leagues into the Sea. Their Fithing is, 
for the moft Part, by Angling: But for great 
Fifth, which would not bite at the Hook, they 
ftrike them with Harping-Irons, fomething like 
broad Arrows, fixed to fharp Sticks, about the 
Length of an half Pike, and faftened to a Line, 
with which they draw back the Cramping-lron, 
after they have darted it *. 


Tuey dry their fmall Fith, and fplit the He 4 
large, fuch as Green-Fifh; but as they do nor “rt? 


falt them, they almoft always ftink before they 
are dry: Then they approve them as moft dainty, 
not at all efteeming them while they continue 
frefl and fweet. ey fell thefe Fith to the in- 
land Parts; and might make a prodigious Profit, it 
they would be at the Trouble of carrying them to 
the Villages: But the Inhabitants and the Fifher- 
men being oqeely lazy, they are neither fetched 
nor carried, but fuffered to putrify and fpoil ‘. 


Accorpinc to Barbet, the Fifhermen are Pe fftieg 
pretty numerous at Rufi/to, or Rio Frejco, and °**** 


other Places along the Coaft and the River Sa- 
naga. Thefe, who ply fifhing in theSea, go-out 
fometimes three Hands in an Almadia, or Canoa, 
carrying two {mall Mafts, with each of them 
two little Sails, and fometimes three, in Imita- 
tion of great Ships, with Main-Sails, Top-Sails, 
and Top-Gallant-Sails. In thefe Canoas th 
will Jaunch three, four and five Leagues to Sea, 
if the Weather be not very boifterous. - 
Tury ally fet out in the Morning with 
the Land Breeze, and having done their Fithery, 
return at Noon with the Sea-Breeze; Or, if the 
Wind fails them, and it proves very calm, they 
row for it with a Sort of fhort-pointed flat Sho- 


vels, one on each Side; and that fo fwiftly, that 
tn Faas hone fo ofl ean 
f will find it 2 hard ‘Taik to , 


Trey fith with Nets of their 


own contrivi 


¥ 


Fifhermen, and breed their Children to that which, as well gs the Lines, are made: Eifbine. 


Ganon, or final Hous, take of the Trunk of 


i Bark of ~ Free, into Thread. 
site i oa 


in the Night, holding in one Hand a. 


* Le Maire's Voyages, p. wee. & Moone’s Travels, $. 120. © Lebat's Desi 
desale, vol. 2. - 977 Pe Lebo, wae. ont See alfo 257-8 «hire, ai 
fapra, p. 103, & Sogg. ! Le Maire, p. 105. Seoelie Barber's Defcripton of Gainrg, p: 41. on 
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long burning Piece of a combutftible Sort of Wood, a of it 


which gives a good Light, and a ing-Iron 
in the ee with ae they hee Fith, 
as they naturally come fwimming about the 
Light: Others fhoot at the Fifth with Arrows, 
and very rarely mifs. They are fo dextrous with 


the ial 2x Sheng that they feldem fail ftriking ; 
after which they tow the Fith afhore, (being a 
large one) with a Line faftened to the Stern of 
the Canoa *. 

FANNE 
fithing in the Sanega, obferves, that ner go 
thirty in a Company from Bieurt to beg Leave 
of the Lord of the River to go a fifhing ; which, 
having obtained, they live for eight Days toge- 
ther on the River's Side. Their Way of fifhing 
is thus: They carry-out great Nets into the 
Middle of the River, fome wading as deep as 
they can go, and others (wimming: Then fetch- 
ing a ar they bring them back to the 
Shore, and draw them; and as the Nets are large, 
and the Negros very dextrous at this Trade, they 
never fail o Buccel. Some are employed in dry- 
ing the Fifh in the Sun upon the » turning 
them often to make them firm; others in fetting 
and dragging the Nets, and the reft in dividing 
the Spoil; alfo leaving one Twentieth to the 
Lerd of the Fithery. 

Burt for the Sea-Horfe they have a different 
Method. As this amphibious Monfter is very 
fond of Firc, they make one about the Diftance 
of a Stone’s Cait from the River’s Side to allure 
him thither >, while they lie perdue ; and when 
he is come near enough, they kill him with their 
Arrows and Affagayes. At the Point of Death 
he makes a dreadful loud Cry, enough to ftartle 
the hardieft of them. This Fith is very good 
Meat, and his Teeth have a peculiar Virtue ¢. 

Tue Way of fifhing in the Gamébra is this: 
When the River is low, the Women flock to it 
bundance, to catch a Kind of {mall Fith, 
lik§prats. For this Purpofe they ufe a Bafket, 
like ¥ Hamper, with a little Ball of Pafte at the 
Bottom, (for a Bait) helding it under Water a 
litele while, and then raifing it gently. When 
they have taken them, they lay them upon a 
clean to dry; after which, pounding them 
ortar to a Pafte, they mtake them 
sout three Pound each, and keep 
nd. grSywalled ftinking Fifh, 







Guinea, p. 41, &F fog. 
Mabe "9 


Tieletpton jon of 
phe ive Se ire; axed it is more 


c 


d 


ce 


among them; but 2 ketle f 
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agreat Way. They do notdrefs it Neve 


by itfelf, but mixed ¢ with Rice and Corn, The 


Author had eaten feveral Times of it with a 
good Appetite *. 


BARBOT fays, that the Blacks abou: the Té Ruch 
River Gambra, Sanaga, and Cape de Verde, are od Ver- 


expert Shooters and Hunters, though moft of 
them ule only Bows and Arrows, with which they 
dextroufly kill Stags, Hares, Pintado Hens, Par- 
tridges ‘, and any other Sort of Game. Thole 


UIN, fpeaking of the Negros } who live far within Land are not fo expert at 


this Exercife, nor do they fo much delight in it. 
The fame Author was told by one of the Fac- 
tory at St. Louis-IMand, in the Sanaga, that he 
and his Company were once at the Hunting of 


an Elephant; and though they beftowed above Eicphan’s, 
two hundred Bullets on him, yet he got away ; ow tilled. 


but the next Day was found dead fome hundred 
Paces from the Place where they thot him. 

Tue Blacks of Sanaga go-out fixty in aCom- 
pany, each armed with fix {mall Arrows, anda 
great one. Having found his Haunt, they ftay 
till he repairs thither, which they know by the 
loud ruftling Noife he makes, breaking through 
the Boughs that hang in his Way: Then thcy 
follow him, fhooting continually, til) they have 
ftruck fo many Atrows in his Body, as muft be 
his Death, which they obferve by the Lofs of 
Blood, and the Weaknefs of his Efforts againit 
what ftands before him. 

Tue ‘Teeth picked-up in the Woods and De- 
farty are, for the moft Part, fcurvy and hollow, 
occafioned by their lying many Years in the Rain 
and Wind, and confequently are leis valuable *. 


SECT. IV. 


Of the Trades, Manufaftures and Buildings among 
the Negras. 


The Smith: His Bufinefi. Other Sorts of Werk. 
The Trades comprixed under that Name. The 
Smith’s Tools. The Potter. The Sepatero, or 
Sadler, The Weaver, Jalof Manufaaures. 
Mats a Standard in Trade. Negro Markets. 
Their Towns. ey ** their Form. Mate- 
rials for building. The Apartments. Tapades, 
or Inclofares. The Damel’s Palace. King of 
Kaffan’s. Sqaare Houfis. Houje of John Barre, 
Hiufoold Furniture. 


» ‘This muft needs be a Miftake, fince thefe Crea- 
, that the Fires were made to keep them froth going 


(where they do great Mifchief to the Rice-Fields) or for fome other Reafon. 


179 4 Thus dréfied, 


wih Sie 


which is a common Difh id the Gained trading 


aanequin $ 
it is very like Dabbadob, that is, boiled dmc mixed 


Voyages. * Moore's Travels, 


 Labat obferves, that the Birds enjoy the Woods in Peace, the Negros being fon Sportimen, 


Se We Afrique Occidenpale, vol, 2. p. 324. 
Vor. I. N° 51. 


8 Sec Barbet's Defcription of Gaissa, p. 40 


48. 
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Nigro HE Negros, who are naturally indolent, a LABAT fays, that under the Name of Fer- Aare 
Arete have but few Handy-crafts or Trades a- rare, or Smith, the Negros include their Gold- 744 
mongft them, and thefe only fuch as are of ab- {miths, Farriers, Cutlers, and Braziers: In fhort, 712% under 
folute Neceffity ; viz. Smiths, Sadlers, Gregery- all thofe who ufe the Anvil and Hammer. Thefe char Name. 
Makers, or Potters, and Weavers. Negro-Smiths have neither Shop nor Forge. 
Tie Smith, ACCORDING to Fobfon, the Ferrara, orSmith, They carry their Utenfils with them, and work 
$n Bofiacfs. is the chief Trade among the Gambra-Negras, at home Ladeath fome Tree near their Houfes. 
as being the moft ufeful they have; for without Their Tools cenfift in afmall Anvil, a Goat's 
it in fhort they cannot live, though they have no Skin that ferves for a Bellows, fome Hammers, 
Iron but what is imported: Of this they make a Pair of Pincers, and two or three Files. Their 
their fhort Swords, and the Heads both of their b Indolence appears in their Way of working, 
Affagayes, or Javelins, and Throwing-Darts; as which they do fitting, {moaking, and chatting 
alfo the barbed Points of their poifoned Arrows. in the Intervals, As their Anvil lies on the 
The Smith’s Work in many of thefe is neat e- Ground, or Sand, without being fixed, it over- 
nough: But the moft neceflary Thing he makes, turns with a few Strokes, and they lofe fo much 
is the Implement with which they till their Time to fetitfteady. Generally there are three at 
Ground, being fomething like a Paddle. One Work, one to blow the Bellows, which are made 
of thefe Smiths cut fob/on’s Bar-Iron into mer- of a Goat’s Skin cut in two, or two Skins joined 
chantable Lengths. For this Purpofe he brought together, and clofe at, the End, leaving only a 
his Shop with him to the Water-Side, confifting Paflage for the Nofe. They ufe Wood for their The Smith's 
of a Pair of Bellows, and a fimall Anvil, which ¢ Furnace, having no Charcoal*. The Negro? 
he ftruck into the Ground under a fhady Tree. who blows fits behind the Bellows, and suetles 
Then making a Fire with Charcoal, his Boy blows them with his Elbows and Knees alternately. 
the Bellows that lie on the Ground, with their The two others fit ite, with the Anvil be- 
Nofe through a Hole in a hard Earth tempered tween them, on which they beat the Metal fo. 
for this Purpofe, while the Mafter cuts the Bar carclefly, as if they were afraid tohustit. They 
according to his Orders: But you muft take Care make, however, in this Manner, pretty curious 
they do not defraud you. Pieces of Workmanfhip, both in Gold and Sil- 
Ban-Inox is a principal Commodity, it is ver, efpecially Manillas of different Figures, 
beft to have it cut in on ye Nothing under which ferve the Women to adorn their Hair, as - 
twelve Inches will do, till you are paft Barra- d well as for Necklaces and Bracelets. They alfo 
4onda; But higher-up eight Inches will pafs at make Knives, Hatchets, Iron Crooks, or Reap- 
the fame Rate. They made a thoufand per Cent. ing-Hooks, Shears to cut Iron-Bars, Handles for 
at leaft of the firft Lengths *. their Sabres, Plates to adorn their Sheaths and 
Orber Sorry + ACCORDING to le Maire, the Smiths make Scabbards, and other Things, to all which the 
of Wort. Knives, Irons for their Slaves, Rings of Gold, give as good a Temper as Europeans. This fuf- 
Silver, Copper, or Iron; Trimmings for Knives ficiently proves that they would be good Work- 
and Sabres, and one to their Gregorys, or men, if well inftructed, and lefs indolent. They 
fot bor be anc 7 pes of their Scabbants alfo work the Spades the Negros ufe in tilling 
of what Metal they pleafe; as alfo the Handles of their Plantations. ‘Thefe are in the Shape of a. 
their Sabres. They have no Farriers, fince they ¢ Crefcent; the Socket being in the Concavity gi 
do not fhoe their Horfes. The fame Author the hollow Part, is fitted in a long Shaft ¢, 
fays, that in working at the Forge, they get two Tue next in Rank to the Smith is the, #epa~ Tie Sepa. 
or three under the ¢ of fome Tree, fitting tere, who makes all the Gregories, which arto, ” 
on their Breech {moaking. They make fo little _ little or Cafes, wherein are fewed clofe-up"““"”" 








a Fire, that you can fcarce boil an Egg at it, certain written on Paper by the Marébits, 
which they blow with Bellows made of twoSkins; They are made of Leather in varioug Shapes, 
thence preffing-out the Wind, which refembles and might pafs for curious Wor, py 
the fqueezing of a Bladder. Their Anvil isfome- where. Thefe Artifts likewife ir Saddles 
thing like the Stone, with which a Mower and Bridles, which cut gs neat almoft 
whets the Scythe, the ryne Ba which f as the beft in England: Frovm the Author. 
ee oe ner tarts after two or a yee na tee ae ; 
Strokes, , it to pull-out again, and thia t Sking"Wabigh : 

this takes-up the beft Part of Time *. know alfo how.to colour and dye. =. 

e 

* obfa's Golden Trade, 9. 119, ‘ * Le Maire’s Voyage to the Iles, &r. p. 99, & 
fn © Tha ia conbasy 9 whik a befene aleaed by Josh. «Lake's dite Ptoal, 
wala. p 304, & fogy.. s 
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Frode 
hen, me! 


Hides cannot 3; and the moft curious 
and ingen ecb of them om handling the Stuff-cloths 
of the Englifb would aver them to be made of 
their Hides, but not in their Sight, for Fear they 
fhould ‘teal the Art from them. They fay the 
fame of Paper, and fancy feveral other Things 
they fee the Englifh ufe, are formed out of Ele- 
ts Teeth *. 

Mr. MOORE fays, that, befides Saddles, 
Bridles, and the Cafes for their Grifgris, they 
alfo make Scabbards, Sandals, Shields, Quivers, 
&c. very neatly; and their Saddles are covered 
with red A@arokko Leather, neatly plated with 
Silver, but with fhort Stirrups, and without 
Cruppers *, 

HE third Sort of Mechanics, according ta 
Fobfon, are thofe that temper the Earth, and 
make the Walls of their Houfes, and Pots to 
boil and drefs their Victuals in, and other fuch 
like Ufes : But for all other Occafions, they make 
Ufe of Gourds, which are very neat, except on- 
ly one that isto them a principal Utenfil, viz. 

obacco-Pipes, which you feldom fee either 
Man or Woman without. The Bowl is large 
enough to hold half an Ounce of Tobacco, 
made of Earth, with a Neck of the fame, about 
two Inches long; the whole very neatly mould- 
ed, and well glazed. This Neck is inferted in- 
to a Cane, often a Yard in Length, through 
which draw the Smoak *, 

LE MAIRE fays, the Potters make but one 
Sort of Pots, which ferve for Kettles; and that 
the Tube of the Pipe is a hollow Piece of Stick 
fixed into the Bowl ¢. 

LABAT makes the Potter the fecond Trade. 
He fays, though all the Negros make Pots for 
themisives in a clumfy Manner, yet fome few 
profefg the Art, and make them of a better Kind 
for Sale. All the Pots, or Veffels they make are 
round, with a narrow Mouth. They will not 

of themfelves, and are brittle, as they have 

vens to bake them. Their Mafter-Pieces 
are Qhe Heads of Tobacco-Pipes *. 

FOBSON fays, there are no Trades amongft 
the Negros but the three already defcribed; yet 
Labat adds the Weavers, and makes it the prin- 
ci He fays, thefe confift of the Women and 
pin and weave their Cotton-Cloths 
and dye them blue or black, or 
ite, which is all the Colours they 
heir Looms are {mall and 
cannet make their Cloths 
broad, and from two to 


The Potter, 


The Weaver, 
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a four Yards long, which, on Occafion, they fow pee 

together, to what Length and Breadth they‘ , 
pleafe '. They rarely cut thefe Cloths. A Wo- 
man wraps one of them about her Waift, which 
fhe manages fo in folding, as to fall below her 
Leg, and ferve her for Petticoat and Stockings: 
Another fhe rolls round her Waift and Shoulders, 
the End of which fhe flings over her Head. This 
Drefs is very commodious, as it is eafly thrown- 
off, and put on §, 

b Mr. MOORE's Account differs im Youpe of Mae 
Points from Laéat’s. The Folleifs, faye that” 

Author, make the fineft Kind of Cotton-Cloths, 

and in great Quantities. Their Pieces are gene- 

rally twenty-feven Yards long, and never above 
nine Inches wide. They cut them to what 

Lengths they pleafe, and fow them together fo 

very neatly as to fupply the Ufe of broader 

Cloths. ‘They clean the Cotton from the Seed 

by the Hand, and {pin it by Hand, with Spindle 

and Diftaff. They weave them with a Shuttle 
and Loom of very plain coarfe Workmanthip. 

They makc them up into Pairs, one about three 

Yards long, and one and a half wide, to cover 

their Shoulders and Body; the other almoft of 

the fame Width, and two Yards long, to cover 
them from the Waift downwards. ch a Pair 

is a Cloathing either for Men or Women; the 

only Difference being in the Manner of wear- 

ing. Mr. Moore has feen a Pair of Cloths fo 

d fine and fo bright dyed, as to be valued at thirty 
Pound Sterling. ‘Their Colours are either Blue 
or Yellow ; fome very lively. The firft is dyed 
with Indigo, the latter, with the Barks of Trees. 
He never faw any Red *. 

BARBOT a that the Negro Weavers 
could make good Cloths, if they but large 
Looms ; but as they ufe only portable, or Hand- 
Looms, they cannot make their Cloths above 


c 


feven or eight Fingers broad ', 
¢ For fuch Neceflaries as do not fall within the yy,,, 
Trades, 


pure fays every one fhifts for himfelf. Standurd. 
Among theic, Mats are of the moft general 
Ufe: Uinen thefe (which are made by the Wo- 
men) they fit, eat, and lie, having no other 
Beds, In fhort, the fame Author faye, they 
were the ftaple Commodity of the Country. 
This he had an Opportunity of obferving at the 
Market of Manjegar *, w inftead of Coin 
_— they have not) Mats were ufed as the 
f Standard, by which all other Things were valu- 
ed. Thys in afking the Price of =f Thing, the 
Word was, How many Mats joall I give you ''? 


"s Gulden Trade, p. ¢72) & feq. > See Moore's Travels, p. 214. and Barbot's Defcription 

p- 42. Jaifon's Golden Trade, p. 122, and for the Deicription of the Pipe, fee before, 

ey » 4 Le Maire’s Voyages, ~. 100. * Labat, ubi fepre, vol. 2. #333. * The 
they call Pagues Saken. & Labat, ubi fepra, vol, 2. p 188. °* Moors's Travels, p. 72, & fey. 


Darbot's Defcription of Guinea, p. 41. 


* See before, p. 181. 
0 


j "s Golden Trade, 122. 
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LE MAIRE oblerves, they keep particular 


"S* Markets, but fays, they are of fo little Confe- 


a dows, their only Light comes in at the Door, 4 
you muft Builging:. 


which is round, and fo very low, that 


N-pre Mar- Quence, that he has fcen them come fix or feven knicel to enter them; likewife fo narrow, that a 


Aged, 


Their 


Sewn. 


Thie Houjes THE 
Ferm, I 


eagues with a fmall Parcel of Cotton, a little 
Linen, fome fall Pulfe, as Beans and Vetches, 
little wooden Difbes, and Palm-Mats. He once 
faw a Man who had come fix Leagues with onl 
a Bar of Iron half a Foot long: Yet he confef- 
fes, that fometimes very precious Wares ma 
be here met with, as Rings of Gold, Bea 


fat Perfon would have much ado to fqueeze in 
or out. They are built with Stakes of a mid- 
dling Height, fixed in the Ground, and joined 
together by Binders, of round, flexible Wood. 
On thefe they faften Poles, which ferve for Raf- 
ters, meeting at Top in a Point. This Roof 
they cover with Reed-Leaves, fo thick and 


for Necklaces, called Dougaret, of the fame Me- b neatly, as to fecure themfelves alike from 


tal; but fo few, that the whole Market did not 
furnith enough to the Value of five Piftoles. 

ForMERLY they marketted by Barter, but 
fince the Commerce with the Eurepeans, 
make ufe of Raffade (or Beads) and other fmall 
Glals Baubles, and little Bars of Iron. The 
Markets are held at the End of the Villages, 
The Things of the moft Confequence brought 
there are, Elephants Teeth, Oxes Hides, and 
fome Slaves; Thefe they brought to fell at Goree ; 
and for them the Company gave Iron, ftrong 
Waters, Rafade, Indian Linen, and Coral, up- 
on which they gain unaceountably*, 

As Ambition is a Paffion to this 
People, they give themfelves no Trouble of 
building ftarcly Towns, Caftles, or Houfes of 
Pleafure ; they have neither Induftry nor Mate- 


tials. They live in Towns, or Villages. Thefe, 


fays ebjers are, for the moft part, circular, and 


Heat and Rain. The Walls are made of fplit 
Reeds, or a Kind of Ozier, well plaiftered withi 
and without, with a fat Clay, which thofe of 
the better Sort whitewafh with Lime. This 
would give them a clean Look, if the conftant 
Fires they keep did not make them black, and 
fmell infufferal ly of Smoak and Soot *. 
THEY areu 


x forked Staves; the upper Part Straw, the un- 
der, Palm Leaves, prettily wrought: The Walls 
of Palm Leaves, or Straw interwoven. Thefe 
Huts have neither Windows nor Doors, except 
a Hole like the Mouth of an Oven, into which 

ou creep on all Four. As keep conftant 

‘ires, the Smoak renders the Infide infupporta- 
ble. The Floor is fand, with Trenches dug in 
it, half Leg deep '. 

AccorpinGc to Mr. Moore, their Huts are 


the Houfes built with a tempered Loam, of a 4 generally fourteen or fifteen Yards in Circumfe- 


reddifh Colour *, which grows very hard by ly- 
ing. The Country a with it, and it would 
make the beit Brick in the World. Some Houfes 
are entirely built with platted Reeds, which, ti- 
ed to Rafters, make the common Roof for all, 
and is always carried very low. They are all 
builg of around Form for Strength, againft the 

peftuous rainy Seafons ; and every Town is 
walled round with of one 
or two Rows) fix 
the wild Beafts; notwithftanding which, they 
are often obliged to have Recourfe to great 
Fires, beating of Drums, and Shouting, to drive 
them away : Such are the Gnall ‘Towns and Vil- 


7 their large Towns are fortified, efpeci- 


ally where. the refides. The C with- 
fo Laan ieery Sy) OE ok es, Au- 
thor gives us, 28 a Pattern of them, the Deicrip- 
tion of Keffan +. 


mf 
Series sh Mhcinchnedinnicly 
like our. round. Pigeon-~ 
with a pointed Roof. As they 


* Le Maire's Voyages, 9. . » Barbet fays, 4 red glutinous Clay, ‘ 
Golde Trad 43. iy Ta pit. and Bfeers's : p- 217. Pa a take copiiee 
Occtdentale, a. p. 34t. € Le Maire's Voyages, 9.43, & /r9¢. 8 Mary's Travels, . 
p 76, and 109. * Barbet's Detcription of Gaiara, p. 37. 


2 


hhoufes, or Bee-hives, 
have no Win- 


rence, built of Mud and binding Clay, covered 
with large Grafs, and Palmito Leaves. Their 
Doors, which are {mall, do not turn on Hin- 
ges, but are let into the Houfe-Wall. 
Tue Mandinges have a Way of buildin 
Houfes clofe together, which is the 
many Conflagrations. If you afk, why they do” 
not build at a farther Diftance, they tell you, 
their Anceftors did not, and that ty imitate 


oo Reeds (ei 
oot high, as a Fence againft ¢ them, for they were wifer than they 5, 


Trese Hats are called Kombets, and och 
Houfe confifts of more or fewer of them¢ac- 
cording to the pe or Ability of the Perfon.. 
Generally to each Houfe — five or fix fuch 
Kombets, which may be as fo many 
Rooms, or Pavilions, franding in the fame Ta- 
pade, or Inclofure; and each Kombet 
ticular Ufe, as a Storehoufe, Ki 


lee ES 


f with 
built Hout ah great Lord, fays /¢ Maire, will pe 


i , ity Pavil 
jamie al rap ly he A poor Man Fas" 


but 


N: 


ually about four Paces Diameter Afsreriah/ur 
(Gye le Maire) the Dome fupported by five or 87g: 
I 


their 73, Apart- 
10 Of meats. 
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Nees but two or three; and the King, an hundred, a Length, divided into feveral Chambers, with A’pr 
Sui" but covered with Straw like the rett. fmall Windows, on account of the Heat of the Re 
Tapada, or , 1 HOSE Of Perfons of Quality have a Palifa- Climate, Before the Entry they yey make 
Inctsfurcs. doe * round them, either of Straw, or Thorns, 2 Porch, or Vefibule *, open on al} Sides, where 
propt up with Stakes. Thefe Kombets commu-_ they receive their Vifits, dine, and tranfact their 
nicate one with another, by Wayslaid-out inthe Bulinefs. The Walls of thefe Houfes are gene- 
Form of Labyrinths. Within the Precinéts of rally feven or cight Foot high, made of Reeds 
the Houfe are oa ite Trees, according to the or Clay, end covered within and without, with 
Capacity of the Owner, though fcattered. as Na- fat Earth, mixed with Saw, and white-wathed 
ture produced them. with Lime. Their Kings and Grandecs build in 
oe Tue Palace of the Damel, or King of Kayor, b this Manner. Their Villages, or ‘Powns, con- 
amc’ js more magnificent than any of the reft. Be- fit of more or fewer of thefe Kembcts, or Houtes, 
fore you come to the Gate of the firft Enclo- built together, efpecially cf the better Sort °. 
fure, there is a {pacious open Field, where his Or the fquare Kind were the Houfes of Fob toule ef 
Horfes are managed, though not above ten or Barre, at his Village on the Ifland Sor, in the Join Bo 
twelve in all. ithout, by the Side of this Pa- Sanaga, oppofite that of St. Lexiz. In the Bed- 
lifadoe, are the Huts of the great Lords. You Chamber where the Sieur Brite lay when he was 
go from this Place unto the Palace by a large there, at his Entrance he found all the Win- 
Avenue, adorned with feveral Trees, theFrenchcall dows fhut with Pagnes, a great Fire in the Mid- 
Callbaffiers, becaufe their Fruit refembles a Caléa/s. dle of the Hut, a Bed ready made, and. a Mat 
‘THE King’s perfonal Attendants have theirCa-~ c by it for the Negro who waited on him. The 
bins bythe Side of this Avenue, and their Nearnefs dftead confifted of four fmall Forkillas driven 
to the Kombet Royal diftinguifhes their Rank. Each into the Ground, which fupported two Side- 
of their Cabins are alfo fet round with Palifadoes.  Pofts, and thefea Hurdle of Rods, covered with four 
You muft turnand wind very muchbeforeyoureach Mats of frefh-gathered Palm-tree Leaves: Over 
his Majefty. Few PeopledaregointohisApartment. thefe was laid a white Pagne, for a Sheet, and 
ALL the Women have their Lodgings fepa- another ftriped one for aCoverlet. There was no 
rate, with each five or fix Slaves to wait upon Bolfter (they not being ufed here) but inftead 
her. He ufes which he pleafes, without raifing of it there was a Bundle of Cloaths, covered 
the others Jealoufy. He has always one Favou- with a white Pagne. 
rite above the reft, and whenever he is weary of d _ THERE was no Furniture but a great Chair,. 
her, he fends her to fome Village, and gives her  Briie’s Arms, and a Bafker hanging a-top of the 
an Allotment of Land for her Maintenance, Hut full of Grifgris, to fave him from all Harms. 
To her fucceeds another. Of thirty, which he After he wasin Bed, a Negro Wenchcame in, 
____keeps, one Half are fent into the Country >. and driving away the Mufkettos with a Pagne, 
ee FOBSON, defcribing the King’s Houfe at fhe fhut the Windows and withdrew The reft 
"*  Kaffan, obferves, that it ftands, with thofe of of his Company were lodged in Huts near him : 
his Wives about it, inclofed in the Middle of And after he was gone to Sleep, the Lords ad- 
the Town. The Entrance thereto is through a journed the Ball to a Place farther off, where 
Court of Guard, or open Houfe, where ftands. the Noife could not reach him ‘. 
js Chair of State, with his Drums hanging by ¢ THErR Furniture is ufually very fender, be- Houbold 
ith the only Martial Mufic the Author faw a- ing only a fmall Cheft for Cloaths, a Mat raifed Murine 
moNg them. But thefe are ufed every oy on Sticks from the Ground to lie on, a Jar or 
For when Supper is over, they a!l repair hither, two for Water, fome Calabathes, two or three 
and, making a Fire, keep drumming, hooping, wooden Mortars to pound the Maiz and Rice, 
and finging till Day-break. ThisDiverfion ferves a Bafket to fift it, and Bowls to hold their Kii/- 
both kill Time, which hangs very heavy upon 4h and Meat, when drefled*. The better 
~ their, , and at the fame Time frightens Sort have a Sort of Bench raifed, or Eftrado, 
away the Bigns and other ravenous Creatures‘. three or four Inches above the Floor, {pread. 
Sguare Some of richer Negros and the Portw- with fine Mats to lie on, Their Princes are a 
tafe. arce Blacks build-in. the anner of this laft f little better provided, by getting Houthold Fur- 
ation, which is much more commodious, niture from the Europeans *. 
Houfes have. only a ground Floor, but they Tue Affair of Houfewifry, except in what 
*PMPerully raife it two or three Foot, to avoid the belongs to eating, gives the Women but little 
». They build them of a confiderable Trouble. For the Moveables of the greateft 


* Both Houfes and Towns are fometimes inclofed with a 


© Le Maire’s Vi . 88, &F fgg. © FJeh/au's Gols 
gree call this an 4 ae "see betore, p 236, d. 
?, 278. me: : Moore's Travels,.p. 755 


Ms a or Fence, of Reeds. Labas, vol. 3. 
Trade, p. 46. 4 Moore fays, 
© Labat, xubi fupra, vol. 4. p. 368. 


the Ne. 


€ Tbid. vol. 2.- 
Signor: 


» Barbot,, wbi fupra, p. 37-- 
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Jaen Signor amounts only to a few Earthen Pots: a carefully for Cotton, and fow whole Fields of Fo 
wR Some wooden Uteniils, and Calabathes clove int, ae 
two in the Middle ferve for Cups*, Labat “From September to the latter End of May sonx fo 
who reduces their Houfhold-Stuff to Earthen Pots, oy have no Rain, by which Means the Ground Pianing. 
Calabafhes, and Bafkets, obferves, that one is fo hard they cannot till it. The Rains begin 
Thing they are fure to have, which is a Grifgris to fall gently about the End of May, but to- 
to preferve them from Fire, or any Danger °. wards the End of ‘June come in violent Storms, 
Tuer Beds are very inconvenient, being attended with dreadful Thunder and Lightning s 
made of a Parcel of Sticks, as thick 2s a Man’s and then the Earth being fufficiently foftened, 
Wrift, placed two Fingers Breadth afunder, in they begin their Tillage, From the Middle of 
the Nature gof a Hurdle, which are enough to b July to the Middle of Axgu/t is the greateft Ex- 
break a Man’s Back. The better Sort lay a  tremity of the Weather, the Violence of which 
Mat on thefe, which ferves them for a Quilt ©. raifes the River thirty Foot ndicular. From 
reset the End of September, the Rains go of 
ently, as they came on *. 
SECT. V, . BARBO fays, the ee ee ae nee: 
the Agriculture , their Arms the End of Fune, when t ins decline. To 
eee see: rhitery on . fow Millet they make little Holes, kneeling with 
one Knee on the Ground, into which they put 
Negro-Agriculture. ag or planting and three or four Grains together, as the Lnglifh do 
fowing. Diverting Way of Tillage. _Infiru- c Peafe. Others draw little ftrait Furrows, into 
ments ufed in plowing. A Marbut Impofer. which they throw the Millet, and cover it with 
Their Arms. Bows and Arrows. Swords and aa little Mold: But the firft Way is the moft 
Darts, Fire-Arms. Their Armies, Excellent common, becaufe the Corn being fo buried deep, 
Horfemen. Their Horfe and Foot. Forces, is better preferved from the {mall Birds, whereof 
how raifed : Without Difcipline. Prifoners of there are incredible Numbers, which often pick 
War made Slaves. The Brak’s Forces. Lan- up the Corn juit as it begins to fhoot out above 
guages [poken. The Mandingo: Creoli: Por- Ground, which is more eafily done out of the 
tugueze: The Arabic. Other Languages. Vo- Furrows. 
cabularies, or Words in the Jalof, Fuli, and Tue Seed-Time is alfo a Time for feafting 
Mandingo Languages. d one-another, much after the Manner of the 
Blacks on the Gold Coaft. Such is the Fertility 
Nears Agri- BSON obferves, that Agriculture is the of the Soil, that their Harveft for Millet is in 
os ee pep Employment of all; both Priefts and September ‘. 
ye 75 of all Ranks, except Kings and Chiefs Tue Negros Method of Hufbandry is not aDiverting 
er Governors, fetting their H to this ne- little diverting. The Grandec, or "Perfon, to ay of Til 
ceffary Work. They fow their Grain in large whom the Ground belongs, armed as if for a ** 
Fields, throwing the Land firft up into Furrows, Battle, appears at the Head of his Workmen, 
zs neat as in England 4, with an Implement attended by his Guériots, with their Drums, 
made of a Stick about a Yard long, for a Handle ; who fing like Madmen, as loud as they can roar. 
at the End of which is faftened a broad Plate of e The Matter follows their Example, to encourag 
Iron, fo many following one-anothcr in a Row the Labourers, who are all naked, and wi 
as ferve to ea a a fufficient Furrow, in which their little Spades, {cratch rather than turnfip 
putting the Seed, they paddle the Dirt over it; the Furrows. To fee them however, you would 
and this is enough for all their Grain, except believe they work very hard; for they make a 
Rice, which is fown firft’in {mall Patches of thoufand ridiculous Geftures, according to the 
low, marfhy Land, and afterwards tran{planted. different Meafures of the Drum. Yet notwith- 
It yields very great Increafe. Befides this, t ftanding this flight Culture, the Ground Soil, 
have five Sorts of Grain, as fmall as Muf- though light and fandy, is fo fertile, it would 
tard-Seed, of which they make no Bread, but produce in Profufion, did they cpt tga it 
beiling it eat it warm, rolled up in Balls, like f Tu Kings beingeabjol of all the 
ice. j » 2s in the Turti®> DaatMions, every pri- 
Tuey likewife obferve proper Seafons for vate Perfon is obliged to make Application té 
orig efpecially Tobacco, of which every them, or their Alkaids, in Places remote, 
Houfe a Patch. They till the Land very mark-ont the Portion be is to till and fove 6a 


» Le Maire's V. L101.» Labat's Afrigae Occidentale, p. 312. © Le Mairs's V 
te 4 The Romans did the Whe. * is Colles Frat, p. 185. C Berter's De 
Fiction of Gators, P. 40. 5 Labat, ubi fapra, vOl, 2. ».907, & fez. “a 
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the Support of his Family. Their Way of Tillage a 
le ‘Matre« deferibes thus : oe he Head of je Family, 
with four or five others, go into the Field, which 
call Kougan, or Kourgar*: Where having 
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Eacu Nation have their peculiar Weapons, are 
which they know how to make. Barbot fays; a ea 
the Falofs ufe Bows and poifoned Arrows, made 7... and 
of a Reed, the Wounds of which are mortal, .4-:ew:. 


Baldor. 
eee ed 


Sivan 


Marbit Im- According to that Author, the Negros were fe- d 


pefor. 


they 
cleared the Ground, by firing the Woods and Buth- 
es, with a little Iron Shovel, (made like a Shoe- 
maker's Knife, fomething larger than one’s 
Hand, fet in a Stake of Wood 
Foot long) they break-up the Earth: Others 
make ufe of a Sort of round Iron Spade or 
Shovel; with this they fling the Earth before 
them, not entering above three or four Fingers 
Breadth below the Surface, each having a Pi 
in their Mouth, and for one Hour the he 
they will chat two. They turn up she Mold 
with the Afhes of the Reeds they have burned >. 
When the Ground is fo ordered, they fow it as 
they do Poafe in France, and never care to lay- 
by any Store, They are for moft part fo lazy, 
they do not gather enough to ferve them, living 
in the mean T’ime on a black Root, which they 
dry till it is infipid; and on another called Ger- 
notte, which taftes like a Walnut ©. If their Har- 
veft mifs, a Famine certainly enfues, as happen- 
ed about the Year 1677 *. 

Tuis Event is told by fe Maire, fomewhat 
different from what it.has been already related ©. 


duced by the Promifes of one of their Marbits, 
of the Tribe of the 4zcaghes, or Arabs, who, 
under Pretence of Religion, poflefled himfelf of 
all the Country betwixt the Sheyratic and the Se- 
reres; erty By he was infpired by Heaven, 
to revenge the Tyranny of their Princes. He 
affured them of miraculous Forces to prove his 
Miffion; and, above all, engaged, that their 
Lands fhould bring forth a plentiful and volunt 
Crop, without their being at any Trouble co til 
the Ground, This fo well fuited the indolent 
Genius of the Negros, that almoft al) of them 
volted to the Impoftor ; efpecially the Subjects 
ofghe Damel, who depofed their King. They 
live® two Years in Expectation of the Miracle; 
but at length the Famine grew fo great, that 
they were obliged to eat one another for want of 
BS) ce; or to fell themfelves for-Slaves, to 
avoid‘ perifhing with Hunger. Dear bought Ex- 
rience heving convi them of their Folly, 
Fhe the fanétified Rogue, reftorin 
the Dame to pep ge 1 In 1682, when /c 
Maire was there; allowed no Marbits in 
their Country,. but Slaves of all they could 


* Others write Ligan, .orLiger. 


about twelve b it caufes 


> Le Maire’s Voyage to the Can 


if not feared immediately with a red-hot Iron: 

But if they penetrate deep, it is fcarce poffible to 

draw them out, becaufe of the intolerable Pain 

; the Heads of the Arrows being beard- 
ed, which tear the Ficth in a miferable Man- 
ner §, 

Tue Mandingo: ufe poifoned Arrows. One 
of them fhewed the Author fome of thefe daubed 
over with a black Mixture, faid to be fo rank a 
Poifon, that if the Arrow drew Blood, the 
Wound would be mortal, unlefs the Perfon who 
made the Mixture had a mind to cure it, for he 
faid there were no poifonous Herbs, but what 

c there were others would cure them *. 

Tre Bows are made of a Cane, or Reed, 
refembling the Bambis, in the Eaff Indies ; and 
the String of the Bow is alfo another Sort of 
Reed, very curioufly cut, and fitted to that Ufe. 
Thefe People are fo dextrous, they will hit a 
Mark no larger than a Crown Piece, at fifty 
Yards Diftance. ‘The Quiver is made to hold 

of thefe poifoned Arrows. 


fi 
pee: s thefe, they ufe a Sword, like a Turk- Swords and 
ifh Scimetar, the Scabbard whereof is all covered 77" 


with a thin Copper Plate. This, as Moore informs 
us, is commonly flung over their right Shoulder !: 
Another of their Weapons isa fharp-pointed Spear, 
between the Size of a Pike anda Partifan, or Hal- 
berd, which they handle very dextroufly. In War 
they wear a large round Buckler or T: made 
of the Skin of a Beaft, they call Danja, like a 
little Cow, being extraordinary hard. Others 
are made of Oxhides. Befides all thef= they car- 
ry an Affagaye, or Javelin, and two fmall Darts, 
which they call Syacheria; each of which is faf- 
tened to a long String, or Cord, by the Middle 
of a Staff, which ferves to recover and bring 
them back, when they have darted their Wea- 
pon, at which.they are very active and dex- 
trous, 

Tue Affagaye, or Javelin, is a long, heavy 
Dart, the Head armed with four large Points, 
f and feveral Hooks, fo that the Wounds it makes 

mutt be defperate. They can hit at a great Dif- 

tance, and very feldom walk out without one inv 
their Hand *. 

ASacaye, or Aflagay, is aKind of Half-Pike, 
or Lance, of eight or ten Foot long, pointed with 
Tron, likeaPike'. It is the Negros ordinary Wea- 


Ha, P. 61, & fegg. Alfo 
Barber's of G © Labat fays, Gernetre is a wild Ki Millet. 4 See 
! Le Maire, ubi fupra, 8 Barbor, ubi 


‘uinea, 
f. 126. ¢, Pp o% 
» p- 38. _» Moore's Travels into Africa, p. 68. ' Ibid. p.121. © Barbor, ubi fupre, p. 38° 
t fays, the Sagay, or Spear, is about Yards long. See his Travels, p. 121, 
. 


» 39- 
® See before, p. 126. 
. pon, 
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vz pon, which they ufe as the Europeans did Lances a Stone thrown at them in their Career; with Nar 
formerly, and will throw them with a great deal many other furprizing Feats of ig & A 
of Force and Exa@nefs. They have a {maller Tuer Bridles are commonly fent from £u- 
Sort, which they call Ardilli, three or four Foot repr, but fome they make themfelves, much like 
long, armed with Iron at the End, going fmooth the Englifs Bits. The Spurs ane of the fame 
off without a Shoulder; and often without Iron, Piece of lron with the Stirrops ; for they ride 
only pointed and hardened in the Fire*, like the b barefooted, and very fhort, their Knees much 
Weapons of the Gaunchios, raifed, and bent forward after the Tardis Man- 
Some of the Soldiers wear likewife a Mdcori/h mer. Thcir Horfes are never fhod. 
Knife about half a Yard long, and two Inches TueEy are good Artifts at making Saddles, 
broad in the Blade; all which Weapons are fo and curious in embroidering them with Cruels of 
placed in Engagement, that their ds and feveral Colours, after their Tafte; adorning 
Arms are at Liberty, and they handle them well them, at the fame Time, with Abundance of 
and fight refolutely >. Adoore fays, all of them  Grif/gris, or Charms, and Kowris, or Shells, 
wear Knives flung to their Sides; andindeed 1 They are in the Nature of an Englifh Pad- 
have obferved, fays the Author, that they are faddle‘. 
very dextrous at uling whatever Sort of Weapon c THeir Horfes are fmall, and equipped after Hoje ond 
they cafry *. the Spani/b Fathion, and the Rider carries an Affa- Feo. 
Five Ares: Genres have Fire-Arms which they handle gaye in his Hand, and has a broad Buckler hang- 
pretty well; as do alfo the Afeors to the North ing upon the right Side of his Horfe: This is all 
of Hoval, and will fhoot well at a Mark, ata bis Armour. The Foot ufually walk with an 
reat Diftance. The Soldiers carry each his little Affagaye in their Hands; befides which, they 
B (or Knapfack) full of Provifions, as Kiés- have another Sort with barbed Heads, made to 
hiifh, which is made of Flour, and the like; throw like Jri/omens Darts. Each Man alfo 
for they have no Magazines provided abroad to  carrics a Sword about two Foot long, in a Ban- 
fubfitt their Armies. delier ef red and yellow Cloth tied about his 
Ir is a great Honour and Advantage to carry d Neck: And the better Sort, inftead of an A/a- 
the King’s Drum, which they call Lomlambe 4, gaye, have a Bow in their Hands, and at their 
Tir fre .. EP HEIR Armies are compofed of Horfe and Back hangs a Quiver neatly made, which holds 
ietvds Foot. ‘The Troopers generall have all the afore- about twenty-four Arrows, each made of a 
faid Weapons ; che Foot, a Bow and Quiver, a Reed about aha Size of a Swan’s Quill, and two 
Javelin, and an European Cutlafs. They com- Foot long, with a bearded Head ftrongly poifon- 
monly buy Horfes of the Adcors of Geneboa, their ed, as are the Iron Points of all their Weapons. 
Neighbours, which, though fmall, are extraor- This Arrow has neither Notch nor Feather, and 
dinary mettlefome, like thofe of Barbary. Some is thot from the Bow (made alfo of Reed) bya 
of them coft ten or twelve Slaves apiece, or an flat String, or Stick, of Reed too, prapen Ie 4 or 
hundred Pound Sterling. One Catherine * of Ru- ¢ made even, faftened to the Bow, whofe Force is 
Jifee had a Horfe, when this Author was there, therefore {mall ; however, when near, may ferve 
which fhe valued at fourteen Slaves, and after- to pierce their Cotton Garments; but all the 
wards prefented him to the King of Xayor. Danger lies in the Poifon §, ° 
pane Tey ride their Horfes wonderful fwift. He HEN the Damel has refolved on any M3 Forces bow 
Herjemen. tial Expedition, he orders Konde, his Generpiif- raifed. 


once faw the old Konde Viceroy of Kayor, then 
feventy Years old, riding a lieve Barbary Horfe 
on the Strand, near the Cape, at full Speed, 
darting his Affagaye a Way before him, and 
catching it agaim with the fame Hand; or if it 


fimo, to aflemble the chief Men, and alf the 
Blacks of the Country; from whom a Prag 
is made to form a of Horfe and Foor, fel- 
dom exceeding fifteen hundred Men, moft In- 


bappened to fall to the Ground, he would take it f fantry, becaufe this King has fcarce three hun- 


up dextroufly, withaut lofing his Stirrops, or 
abating bis Speed. And he been told of 
fome Troopers who could ride full Speed, ftand- 
ing upright on the Saddle, and turn about, or fit 
dawn ard ftand up again ; or leap down from the 
Saddle, only keeping one Hand mapas: i and 
mount again in the fame Manner. on a 
full Speed, will take up from the Grouad a fmall 


9 Labat's Afrique Occidentale, vol. 2. 9. 245. 
"ravels, p. ae 4 Colled he 


* Bartot, uti fupra, p. 39. 


> Barbet's Voyage to Gtinee, p. 48 


dred Horie at Command throughout his Domini- 
ons, 

Tris fmall Amey being thus formed, the 
Kende and other chief Officers, accoutred in the 
bet Manner, and particularly adorned with their 
Grifgris, enough almoft to load them, 
according to the King’s Orders. The Accow 
ments, efpecially of tle Horle, ase fo 


t Moore's 
See 


Olemba before, ». 279. b. © Or Xatti, Soe befare, ». 32 and 34. 
& Jobjon's Golden Track, P44. .o " 


fome, 


Nem fome, that if any of them happen to be dif- a remarkable are thofe of the date 
aloys or 


Wisbeut 
Difopline, 


Prifoners of 


War made’ 
Sleves, 


Brak": 
Forces, 
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mounted in Fight they can fearce mount again, 
and yet will not go into the Field without them, 
becaufe of the wonderful Virtue they fancy is in 
the Grif/gris*. 

Tue Armies of thefe People are rather nume- 
rous than good, They obferve no Order or mar- 
tial Difcipline, whether they march in an Ene- 
my's Country, or give Battle, which is always 
done in fome Plain. The Gusriots make a great 
Noife with their Drums and other Inftruments, 
as foon as they are within an Arrow’s Flight of 
the Enemy, which is done to animate them. 
The Foot let fly their Arrows, the Horfe caft 
their Darts, and then handle their A/fagayes, or 
Spears. Fighting without any Order, and being 

moft naked, they make a great Slaughter, e- 
rewca’s as Cowardice is infamous among{t them, 

ut their Bravery is chiefly owing to their Dread 

of Slavery, the Fate of all Prifoners of War, 
the very not excepted. They are heartened 
likewife by Confidence in their Grifgris, which 
they firmly belicve will preferve them from all 
Manner of Evils, and procure them all Sorts of 
Advantages, efpecially againft other black Na- 
tions: For as to the Europeans, who ufe Muf- 
kets and not Arrows, they are fully convinced, 
that no Grif/gris can divert the Effect of Fire- 
Arms, which they call Pouff*. 

THE great Brak maintains about three thou- 


b 


c 


fand Horfe ; becaule he can purchafe Horfes of d 


the Meors much cheaper than the Falofs can; 
who are at a great Diftance from them, and 
therefore have few or none to ferve them in the 
Wars: But their Foot are very good, and fome 
ride on Camels, whereof there is Plenty in their 
Country ©. 

VASCONCELAS fays, the Negros upon 
this Coaft are brave enough upon Occafion, and 


+ excellent Horfemen; which, he adds, they have 


Taanguages 


Woubtedly learned of the Sanagas, their Neigh- 
bouts, to the Northward “. 

Te Kamina Blacks are reputed the beft Sol- 
diers in the Country, being of a fteady, refolute 
Temper; by which they have maintained their 
Liberty between their two neighbouring Kings, 
who have often attempted to reduce them 1 
Force of Arms, but without Succefs *. 

THe Languages of the Blacks within this Di- 
vilion of Africa are but littlesknown : The moft 


**Barbet's Voyage to Guinea, 
' & ® See before, p. 261. b. 
upon 


* Did. 
inland 


Mandinges. That of the Fale 
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the Fidli and Negra 
olloifs, ac- "EXE 


cording to Mr. Moore, is called ‘Folloif *. Bar- ~ 


bot fuppofes it to be the Zunguay; doubtlefs the 
Sungay, mentioned by Leo as the common Lan- 

of Gualata, Guinea, Tombuto, Adelli, and 
Gago: For Barbot, as well as Mr. Moore, fecms 
to take Gualata for the Country of the Faroft: 
And the latter, feemingly with a View to con- 
firm this, in a Note on Susgay, in his Extradts 
from Leo, fays that Sungay is the prefent Name 
of the Family of the King of Bar/ulli*, who isa 
Falof*; although, elfewhere, we are told by him 


that their Name is’ Njay'. However that be, the Tb Man- 
fame Author tells us, the moft general Language #6 


along the Gambdra, is the Mandingo, and that who- 
ever can {peak this may travel from the River's 
Mouth up to the Country of the Yonkos, or 
Merchants, (fo called from their buying a vaft 
Number of Slaves there) which is reported to be 
fix agg se from ‘Fames-¥ ort. 

THE Mandingos have alfo a Cant-Language, 
entirely unknown to the Women, being only 
fpoken by the Men, and is feldom ufed by them 
in any other Difcourfe than concerning the Mumbo 
‘Fumbo, already mentioned *. 

THE next 
Portuguexe; a Sort of Pertugueze fcarce 
underftood at Lif/bon, but is fooner Iearned by 
the Eng/lifs than any Language in the River, and 
is always fpoken by the Linguifts who ferve the 
feparate Traders and Company. 


ufed here is called Creole Creole 


THe Arabic is {poken by the Foleys, or Fiili, Tbe Arabic, 


and moft of the Mobammedans in the River, al- 
though they are Mandingos'. 


Besipes thefc, each Kingdom, or Nation, Orie Las 
has one peculiar to itfelf; as that of the Fidps, rg 


Banyons, Bumbrongs, and Petharis, the latter of 
which are very diftant from the River, in the 
Merchants Country ™. 


As nothing is of greater Help in tracing the 
Original, and difcovering the Affinity of Na- 
tions, than an Inquiry into the feveral Languages, 


fo a Knowledge of them is of the greateft Ufe 
toa Traveller: For thefe Reafons, as well as to 
afford our Readers fome better Idea of the Falo/, 
Fili, and Mandingo Lan s, than can poffibly 
be had from the foregoing {canty Account, we 
have inferted the following Vocabularies given of 
them by Authors. 


- 39 © Ibid. p. 39. 4 Ibid. p. 58. 
Far of Mice, 9.28. Ibid. in the Supple- 
: Mr. Moore does not intend them for the 


fame fuppé@fed Affinity between the two Words; but that would be to ftrain the Thing to a 


unmenfureable Degree, than he has done, in fancying Gua/ata to be Folloif, and Ghana, Yari, upon no 


p. 58. 
*, 3 £ Moore's Travels into the 
Nians pea 
berer 


Ps 34 
» 37, 
Ground. 


Vor. I. N° Lil, 


* Moore, ubi fopre, p- 38, © fogs. 
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cy ata a Poe Jalof, or Zanguay Foli — 
A Coat boubou-touvap dolangue - 
TERE S It is cold luina ad rei ol ayant 
Words in the Jalof and Fali Languages*. Copper prum Teach: aovale 
To cough Sokhatt loghiomde 
Englif»  Jalof,orZanguay —‘Frali Coufcou arequere --- 
A Cow --- | 
A A Cravat fmah (cravat) leffoll 
NANAS ananas annanas Cripple, lame —_foghe boffare 
The Arms fmal-lobo ghion-ghe Crocodile gua-fik noreva 
n Arrow Jmak tonghar ~~ - b Crooked --- loko 
The Arfe, orBum tate (or ghir) rotere TheC*** facere, or fare hott 
To ak lay --- Tocut doghhol tay 
E T poems 
Ball, or Enter- o dance Saikke hemde 
winment  § Felgar =< The Day lelegh Joubakka 
Banana s<- oie < The Dead dchaina mahyje 
A Bar of Iron barra (win) barra The Devil guinnay guine 
A Barrel pippa --- A Dog Ahaay rahovandou 
1 will bathe myfelf mongre fangou - - - e To drink mangrenam _— byarde 
The Beard fekiem onbare 
2s «i —— leffon The ae hi 
he ‘mabir rheda ’ imanoppe no 
A Bird , arval B bially The Earth Si hey 
To bite matt nm’ hadde An Eg nen whochionde 
Blind bomena goumdo The w Jmay-knoton —_fomdon 
Blind of an Eye patt --- An Elephant gnay hiova 
The Blood deret hy-hyam The Eyes Jmabutt a 
A Boat, Canoa ga/tovap «as The Eye-brows ~- - - hyam hyanko 
Bogjis a boejts d : 
matere-guma 
A Book Pe vaiont  ¢terade allab = "To fart doch-hott ride 
A Bough habla baherou Feather doungue donguo 
A Box ovach-ande --- The Feet Simatank hoffede 
A Bo ovaffy foukagorko The Fi ever guernama -<-- 
Brandy fangara ‘fangara The Fingers = _fma-baram _—fedehendo 
Bread bourou bourou Fire Jafara ia-bingol 
The Breafts wu-haine en-h" do A Firelock a + ie oul-fetcl 
Breeches towapp toubouba Fith guenn linghno 
Bugles hyarak bourely e Fitherman moll hiou-ballo 
Fifhing-Hooks —delika ouande sf 
sf c. 7 F Eva vie’ Jmabou-delingha ovande 
inted Cali --- --- o flea or - : 
ACannon bamberta feted off the Skin, $ "™xErefaife beutoude 
--- labna Fleth tehau 
A kapitan loamdo A Fortrefs = ae 
A Cat g oulonds 
The Culiren of wee a Gl « hader. 
i , utton -- aderore 
Princes “meguaibe —byla-bamde FA Goat boy lalesd 
Citron --- oon God i-balla allab 
Civet-Cat -+- --- vs --- 
* Barbet, who gives this Table in his Defcription of Guisea, p. 416, & * not mentioning ing whence he Yend 
it, we cannot Gy pofitively what Nation the Author was of, Dee Ke tok he eal tie have made 
a Een ee ESS Rit Sees » In the Ori- 


4 Great 
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Nigre Lan- Englifo Jalof, or Zanguay Fali 
mas ~Great maguena mahodo 
, The Gums --- la-koude 
bumberta fetel 
H 
The Hair haghovar foukende 
A Hamock todeapp lef 
The Hand lobo youngo 
A Hat -- --- 
The Head Jmababb horde 
The Heavens affaman byalla 
A Hen gnaarr guertogal 
Herbs miagh eee 
A Horfe Sarfs poukkiou 
A Houfe Jman-vig fouddo 
A Kettle hkranghiare barma 
A Key donouachande bidho 
To kil ruy ouharde 
The King birre lahamde 
The Knees fma hoom holbondou 
A Knife pak-ha pake 
L 
To laugh rathal ghialde 
Lead bettaigh chaye 
The Leg Jmap-paire howaffongal 
Lice teings barndy 
Linen-Cloth endyman thomchou 
The Lips fmatavin tondo 
Little neocina choukahiel 
To lye narnaa hadarime 
M 
ve “a 3 dough-oub makkary 
A Maid n'daouch-digin foukka 
A Man goourgue gorko-mahoda 
A Monkey,orApe goloch owandov 
n. Moon ubaaire leoure 
Mouth gueminin hendouka 
Much barena beny 
A Maket faital fuel 
My, and mine - - - man 
A Nail x di i 
i inguetitt ga 
The Nails i oe wen 
The Navel Jmal-loutt houddo 
Needles pourfa * meffelael 
The Night goudina guiema 
a haair ala 
. Nofe Jmack-bockan — bener 
blow the nien-deon n'gieto 
oO 


AnOath, or Cure fmabok(banabi) sliiees, or 


hottel yaimo 
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a Englifa Jalof, or Zanguay Fai Negro Lan- 
An Orange wes kanghe guages. 
An Oftrich “-- nedau 
An Ox, orBullock - - - nague 
P 
A Paddle,orPagay watt --- 
TopaddleaCanoa giolle galgue  haodguiou 
Paper habait barkol 
A Parrot inkay folerou 
b A Pavilion raya at haybillan 
Guinea Pepper, 3 ae Te 
or Malaguette x 
A Pig droat habalady 
A Pigeon petteck --- 
To pinch domp mouchtoude 
A 2 hada Jmanana by’-ardougal 
To pifs berouch haing-huje 
A Pot hingn fabando 
c Potatoes --- --- 
The * **, or Yard foul! falde 
A Queer guaihe ha 
A Quilt entedou leffo 
A Quiver Jmabkallah  — - - - 
R 
The Rain 4aou tobbo 
d A Rat guenach a’ombrou 
Red logh-oveck bodeghioun'n 
The Ribs uwett chabiburde 
A Rogue Soch-horby abonde 
A Rope boume boghol 
S 
A Sail wirr oughderel-hane 
Salt Jack matte lamb-dam 
Sanglet, or Bran 
e of Millet boiledS ~ ~ ~ ia ad 
A Scabbard Jmanbarguaify ovana 
To feratch hock-halma _— nanbyady 
The Sea Jmandai gueek 
The Seat gangone ghiodorde 
Shackles guingue gue-byelle 
A hg of *t Jmanbar-packha ovana 
ommghargh balou 
A Sheep i eae g fedre 
f A Ship manguena randy 
A Shirt boughtovap § dolanke 
To fhit mangredouly boude 
Shoes dale pade 
ae em ognia-buy 
© fing - ovaye ymdy 
To fee Songoane gbiedo 
The Skin Jmagb-dayr goure 
A Slave guamon mokkbiouders 


Pp2 


To 
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Negro Lane Engh Jalof, or Zanguay Fali a Negre Lane 
Et* To fleep --- dahnady NUMBERS. Fe oad 
ASnake, orSer-> oua’nan body, ot goror Engle  Jalof,orZanguay ‘Fil —_ 
pent : eee One . ben goo 
To {neeze maugre-teffely hiffeloude , 
To § ovache fey rs ba yaare didy 
To fpit toffii thoude F id yet ; taty 
To ftay, or ftop gucckifi doradan Foe - sane nay 
A Stone doyg hayre rth — te gueve 
Sugar Vhem Ll’ hyombry Sev geeren®” &g aed 
The Sun ghiante finkan nabangue bk; ht guren gee gu 
A Sword guaffi hafft apne pemeye guse-taty 
Nine guerom-yanet guie-nay 
r leven —flbeab ie 
leven -ak-ben * Jappoe-goo 
A Table gangona gango ; $° 
Tallow, orGreafe divguneck bellere a hi fi wer re Sappee-didy 
Tar fandol ee irteen —_fitk-ah-yet fappes-taty 
ATafterofCocoas taffa horde a fet juan 
The Teeth fmabenabin —n’ bierre bawes im ne he nereer ae Sappoe-guieve 
Elephants Teeth gnay negnay n’ bierre-ghiova sce f oF fe 5 Sancheaad Sappoe-guie-gow 
The Thighs loupp bouball ¢ Seventeen fiik-ak-guerom yaare Sappee-guie-didy 
Thread ovin guarahie Fightcen _fitt-ak-gueron yet fappoe-gute-taty 
The Throat fman pouroch dandy ene Sik-ak-guerom yanct fappo-guie-naye 
To throw fannir @ verlady Twente nitte Seppe 
The Thunder  denadeno d’birry Cn nitte-ak-ben Soppoe-goo 
It thunders denadeno a hirry F my Sonoair nogga 
Tobacco tmagha taba 9 yanet-fitke chapande-taty 
The Toes Jmahua-jetanck peddely eu guerom-fike 
The Tongue laming dheingall seed guerom-bena fiike ty 
To tremble, or ach if: eventy guerom-yaare fike >» This is loft 
quake i denalec chin’ boude a Eighty gucrom-yet-fuke 
Totruck,or barter nanvequi fobode Ninety guerom-yanet-fike 
A Trumpet bouffsa as An hundred ew (101) emer”? temedere 
A Trunk ovach-hande —bretewall ack-ben, &c. 
Two hundred yaare-temer temedere-didy 
Vv g8 ee yet-temer temedere-taty 
- oe P thou gune temedere-[appo 
The Veins fed'itte d"adol re epee 7 sett oes At co 
w and twe nty gunerak-nitle, XC. : po, ke. 
To walk doch’ oll medo" byaffa 
To'wath theHandsrag hen labou’ yorge e FAMILIAR PHRASES, 
To wee Teel ibe bedde sahine Jalof, or Zanguay Fal 
To whit owany’ lefle — houde lah Tongue a nt iet 4 
A Whore guelarbi Jakke I will not taianiiee orchids 
The Wind gallacu hendon Come “aa arge 
French Wine __-m’ fango tovabb chink Come not near bouldick daveiban 
Palm-Wine m'fango jelofi chingus Go away dock-bodem hia 
A Woman digin debo ah Servant «d< Saxe 
‘oman wi 5 gate > cee ‘0 a Mukket - ~- ava "a 
—— wih? digin-’gobirr deboreda f I &e you yeefnala incdo-byma 
a coil leggal Teblows hard gallanw-baremsa —_brnden-beoy 
Write binde w'hin d’oude How do you do? sgya-mif/a ate fasting 
Very Sir guon ds- bare:-famba 


Writing-Book arcing SUMITE? deffe terre Good-mosrow, Six jee eof 


» Ais uled in the Jal an and in Engl, to join two Nombers together. 


Very 


The WesTeERn COasT of AFRICA. 


get. a Very early lelegentel acke-allau 
nS a to cat i oe pe fi a = 
¢-up guia-Quaou Yas 
Go down ova guitqua- biallefe 
Go walk : a ee 
'o-morrow aileg-ackagiam —_foubacko 
Good Ni Sir fon-angiam-famba niballay 
J thank you og ys etla f medo-hictoma 
- rains ie ie 
; I got fl ws mangretery D pehote 
would withe ge et i a- 
A Sweet-heart funach-h tae medo dana 
Let us go walk  — candoch-bane oe 
I --- mede lebo 
I do not remember bain-amacck my-fa-hyacke 


Ey . a iaffima-ommgbargh addou nambalou 


Give me fome Drink mamanan loccan-byardde 
I am flee Ser Sa 

It is hot ee warn biende 
Put him in Irons guingucla-~maguiou eral 


TABLE UJ. 
4 Mandingo VocasuLary *. 


In the following Alphabet the Star foews the Words 
which occur in the former Table. 


A 
MBER, lambre 
An Arrow, bennia ® 


A Baboon, fonie 
Bad, munbetty 
A Barrel, ankoret * 


A Bed, larong * 
Black, fix 

A Bow, hulla 

Brafq taffo 
Bread, on Tad 

A Brother, barrin kea 

A Bull, mec/a hea 

A Bullet, lidds taffy 

Butter, tooloo 

Buy, /aun 


Cc 
ACalabath, merong 
A Calf, te 2 nding 
A}Camel, demaniong 
A > minnire 
A Candle, tandea 
A Canoa, taloon * 


See Barbet's Deictiption- of Ouiast, p. 445. 
3 
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aA Cat, ncankom * Negro Len~ 
A Chair, ferong ina di 

A Cheft, sonneo 


A Cloth, fauno 
Red Cloth, murfee 
A Cock, doontoong, or foofee hea 


Cold, ninny 
ic, na * 
Come here, na na re 
Corn, neo 
b A Cow, necfa moofa * 
A Coco, i Ty bumbo * 
Cryftal, & 
A Cutla&, or a A fong* 
D 
re fata 
A Deer, tonkong 
The Devil, buaw * 
Des nota 
cA Dog, woolve 
eat Dogs woolloe bau * 
_ 5 dau 


Drink, “Verb, amee 
A Drunkard, Jerrata 


Dry» mindo 
A Duck, érwe 


E 
The Earth, Janko * 
The Eaft, "rile eveolite 


4 AnE La hilly * 
Ante put 


F 
A Fa€tor, mercadore 
Falfe, Funniala 
A Father, fa 
Fearful, y’ aunee 
Feel, mamaung 
Fire, dimbau * 

¢ A Fith, beo * 

A Fool, toorala 
AF ork, garfa 
A Fowl, foofee 
Friendhhip, barrialem 


G 
I will give, m’ fa dee 


A Grandmother, moo/a bom 
Great, bau 

A Gun, tiddo * 
Gunpowder, tiddo mungo 


® See Moore's Trave’s “=~ = “-pendix, 
The 
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Negre Lane 


gvoges H 
v—™ The Hand, bulla * 
Left-Hand, éulla nding, 
Right-Hand, sulla ban 
Handfome, neemau 
Hard, atoleata 
The Head, Aung * 
Hear, azmoi 
Heat, Aandeea 
Heavy, Auleata 
ne Jebonama 
en, foofee moofa * 
A Gate thea ai 
A Hill, foanko 
A wild Hog, /eo 
Honey, lee 
A Horfe, fooboe * 
A Sea-Horfe, mally 
Hot, sandseea 
A Houle, fu * 


1 
I, inta 
An Ifland, jouice 
K 
A King, man/a * 
A Knife, moroo * 
I know, alo 
Ido not know, malo 
L 
Lazy, narita 


The Leg, = 
Left Leg, fing nding 
re FS Leg, jing bau 
A Lion, jatia 
Little, nding 

A Loufe, Arankee * 


M 
hea * 
ing Man, jelly hea 
Man, tobaube 
Sorboe mosfa 
» berru 


erchant, senke 


Ho 


>>> >>> 
S 
f E 


eZee 
i 
. 


? 
F 


F 
: 


a Negre Lae. 


Paper, Aoyto * 
Pewter, tafe qui 
A Pipe, da 

A Plate, prata 


Rain, fanju 
Red, woollima * 
b Rife-up, woolly 
A River, bato 
A Rock, barry 
A Room, bing 


S 
Salt, foe * 
A Sand, Aenne kenne 
The Sea, ddto bau * 
See, ajubi 

¢ Sell, fawn 
A Servant, duttlau 
A Sheep, fornell * 
A Ship, tobaubo kaloon * 
Sick, mun kandi 
Silver, todey 
A Sifter, barrin moofa 
Sit down, fee dooma 
A Slave, jong * 
Smoak, /izec 
d A Snake, fau * 
Sour, atommota 
A Spoon, éd/ear 
A Star, lolo 
Stinking, ateoncata 
A Stranger, leuntong 
Sugar, tobaubho lec * 
The Sun, till * 
Swearing by Mumbo Jumbo, tykinniani ma-ma- 
mau 


2 Sweet, timeaia 


T 
A Table, mefo * 
Take, amoota 
That, olfm 
A Thief, funear 
ning 
Thunder, forram alla * 
The Tooth, nz: 
f Elephant’s Tooth, 
Touch, ametta 
A Town, Aunda 
True, ateniala 


ee bd 


w 
War, tilly 


Water, jer (or ji *) 
Bea’s Was, Lismue wal, 


Th Western Coast of AFRICA. 


Negro Lan- bik oar " 
meet. ~The Weft, trllo bwita 

UY Whirlwind, fou 
White, qui 
A Whore, jelly moofe * 
A Wife, moofa 
Wind, funnso * 
A Window, jenell 
Siboa-Wine, banji 
Palm-Wine, tangi * 
A Witch, 4uaw, that is, Devi! 
A Wolf, fille 
A Woman, moo/a * 


Y 
A Year, (or one Rain) fanyu hillin 
You, itta. 


NUMBERS. 
One, killin 
Two, foolla 
Three, /abba 
Four, nani 
Five, looleo 
Six, ore 
Seven, orongla 
Eight, /ye 
Nine, Aonunti 
Ten, tong 
Eleven, tong ning illin 
‘Twelve, ton ning foolla 
Thirteen, tong ning fabba 
Fourteen, tomg ning nani 
Fifteen, tong ning looloo 
Sixteen, tong ming oro 
Seventeen, tong ning oronglo 
Eightcen, toug ning fye 
Nineteen, tong ring honunti 
Twenty, mwau— 
Thirty, mwau ning tong 
Forty, mwau foolla 
Fifty, mwan folla ning tong 
Sixw, mwau fabba 
Seventy, mwau Jabba ning tong 
Eighty, mwa nani 
Ninety, mweu nani ning tong 


PHRASES. 


How do you do? animbatta montainia 
What do you want? a munnun 
Nothing at all, feng o feng 


* See his Travels, . 23." 


vol.2. p.a7t. The Romi Prifl look upon! 
mS, 


will not thofe 


Wits regard to the Word Nee/a, (or Nifa) 
which occurs in the foregoing Table, it may not 
be improper to mention here a Remark of Mr. 
Moore* : That the Mandingos ule it to exprefs 
all Sorts of Kine, whether the Ox, Bull, or 
Cow, and diflinguifh Cows from Bulls, by the 
Addition of the Gender, as, Neefa Moofa, a 
Cow, Neefa Rea, a Bull. The Englif (in the 
Gambra) tranilating this Word with the Female 
Gender, call all Cattle, Cows, though there is. 


b fometimes not one Cow in ten Head °. 


d 


f 


> See before, p. 184. Note *. ‘gue 

or Idols to be fo effential a Part of ion, that they 
-withnot thm, (except papi ee to have any Tincture of 
Religion, although they muft have better Notions of the Deity, if any at all, than ves. 


Blairs's Voyage tosthe Canary Iles, tc. p. 99. 


SECT. VI 


Religions of the Negros. The Mohammedans : 
Believe tn one God. Notions of Jcfus, Pre- 
deftination. Places of Worfhip. Mofks. Sa- 
lah, or Prayers. Divine Service how perform- 
ed. Devout Behaviour. What they commonly 
pray for. Their Ramadhan, or Lent; Strist 
Objervation of it. Tabafket, or Eafter, how 
folemnized. Oxen facrificed. The Folgar, or 
Ball. Wreftling and Dancing. Circumceifion - 
Scafon for it. The Ceremony: Proceffions, Tie 
Operation. Privileges of the Circumcifed : 
Their Habit. Women circumcifed. 


295 


N ie 
Tein 
ee ae 


Sanaga, and far within-Land towards the ‘4+ Negrete 


T's. Negros inhabiting both Sides of the Rujziom of 
Ea 


{t and South, are Afohammedans, converted by 
the Moors. The Negros of the Kingdom of 
Mandingo, who arc the moft zcalous for Reli- 
gion, are at prefent the Miffionaries. The reft of 
the Negros, at leaft thofe with whom Trade is 
carried-on from the Gambra to Guinea, are Ido- 
jaters, except the Sereres ang fome others, who 
may be confidered as Savages, without any Kind 
of Religions, Le Maire fays, that towards 
Sierra Lione, and the Gold-Coaft, they have,. 
for the moft Part, no Religion at all; or, at 
Icaft, adore what they firft meet-with in a 
Morning. Formerly they worfhipped the Devil, 
to whom they fucrificed Bullocks: And pea 
they fed upon Cattle, yet they believed the Ade- 
tempfycofis. 

OME will not have the Lizards, which run 
about their Huts, killed upon any Account what- 
ever; for they fay they are the Souls cither of their 
Father or Mother that come to make the Folger 
with them, that is, a Merriment ¢. 

THe Mobammedifm found amo 


thefe Peo- 71+ Mo- 


ple is very lame, owing partly to the Ignorance hamme- 


of the Teachers, and the libertine Difpofition 
of the Profelytes. It confifts in the Belief of. 


© Labat’s Afrique Orcidentale,. 


¢ See le 


ene 


duns. 
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Niger one God, and two or three Ceremonies, as the a praying at the River-Side, ufed by the Adardbdt Nigm 
Rigor Ramadhan, or Lent, the Bayram, or Eafler, and Stranger near Setico, already mentioned ¢, Religion. 


Riliewe in  FOBSON obferves, that the Natives along that they have neither Mofks, nor Sabbath, nor 
v« Ged. the Gambra worhip the one true and only God, tated Day of Devotion®. But Le Maire affirms, 
whom they call d/lab: That they have neither that though the common People do not trouble 
Picture nor Image, nor any Refemblances of di- themfelves in building Mofks, yet that the Kin 
vine Things: ‘hat they acknowledge Afoham- and Grandees have them; being Places covere 
med; but the Author never heard any of them with Straw like their Houfes. ‘There they kee 
invoke his Name: That they reckon their Ages ftanding a confiderable Time, looking againtt 
and Times by the Rains, and have Bitpes Names b the Side towards the Sun-rifing ; then they ad- 
for the feven Days in the Week: That they vance two Paces, muttering fome Words be- 
call Friday their Sabbath, but do not religioufly tween their Teeth: Then they lie flat on their 
obferve it, foHowing their Trade, or ordinary Faces: Next rifing on their Knees, they make a 
Occafions, without any Intermiffion *. Circle round them on the Earth, and two or 
Wovens of _'FuEY have fome broken Traditions of Fe/us three Times about their [Teads; afterwards they 
Jefus. — Chrift, {peaking of him as a great Prophet who = kifs the Earth feveral Times, throwing Sand on 
wrought many extraordinary Miracles, which their Face with both Hands‘, thus repeating the 
they relate in a very disjointed Manner: They fame Ceremonies for half an Hour. 
calf him Nale, and fay his Mother's Name was THe Turks, and other ftrit Mobammedans, saieh, o 
Maria; They allow him to have been a very good ¢ make the Salah, or Prayer five Times a Day and Preycr, 
Man, but fay ir is impoffible he thould be the Night; and on Friday, which is their Sabbath, 
Son of God; who, they affirm, never was, nor repcat it feven Times: The Adohammedan Ne- 
an be feen by any Man. The Doétrine of the gros are content with faying it thrice a Day, 
‘ Incarnation is a great Rock of Offence to them, viz. at Day-break, Noon, and Sun-fet. Each 
as implying, that God fhould have carnal Know- Village has a Marbut, or Prieft, who calls them 
ledge of a Woman, However, the Author con- to this Duty; which they aflemble to else in 
ciudes, from a Prophecy ny! have among them- fome open Place, having no Mofks. ‘There, af- 
felves, that they hall be fubdued, and remain ter the Ablutions required by the Kordn, they 
fubject to a white People; and that they are to be place themfelves in Rows behind the Prieft, 
converted in Fulnefs of Time: Nay, was fo fan- d whom they imitate in his Motions, with their 
guine, as to believe this determinate Time drew Faces to the Eaft; whereas, when they cafe 
wear; and intimates as if he was comforted with themfelves, they fquat like Women, facing the 
the Hopes of being himfelf an Initrument, in Weit®. 
God’s Hand, towards bringing about that bleffed Berne thus placed, the Marbut extends his Sri, poe 
Work », Arms, repeating feveral Words fo loudly andprfaad. 
Prediftina~ THEY hold Predeftination alfo, charging God flowly, that the Hearers may repeat them after 
fete with all their Misfortunes; fo that if one Ne- him: After this he kneels and kiffes the Ground, 
ro be killed by another, they fay, God killed and repeats the fame Ceremony thrice, all the 
Fim. However, they lay hold on the Murderer Affiftants imitating him with great Reverence. 
and fell him. e He then kneels, and prays filently for a certain 
As to their Devotion and Form of Worfhip, Time: This done, he traces, with the End of 
Le Maire oblferves, that the poorer Sort of Peo- his Finger a Circle on the Ground, marking it 
le are no Devotees, but that Negros of Sub- with feveral Lines or Characters, which he kifles ; 
fect are more zealous, having vajipe Ho and peng, elas on the Palms of his Hands; 
Moorifh Marit belonging to them, by w: and his ws on his Knees, he continues a 
are Pape influenced ¢. fhort Time in Meditation, with his Eyes fixed 
Places of a NV fay, they have no Churches, nor, on the Ground. This finifhed he takes the 
Wo-fop. as the Author could perceive, any Places dedi- Earth or Duft with his Hand, ftrows it on his 
cated to facred Ufes; but rather believed, that Head and Face, and begins to pray aloud, touch- 
they hold their religious Affemblies under fome f ing the Ground with his Finger, and lifting it to 
ich his Forehead ; which he 


the Practice of Circumcifion, 


fpacious fhady Tree in the open Fields, which 
(lems agreeable to the Manner of wating and 


LA BAT, or the Sieur Brie, fays likewife, 


duting repeats lev 
Times, the Words Salati Malek, that is, Ler. 


a ¥ ». 67. > ibid. p. © Le Meire's V Ot, OF feq. 
’ ph ose) peg rom #67 * Labat's Afr A biatals, vol, 2, p. 272. ° gies > Raine, obi 
a 5 Labat, bi fapra, vl 2.9. 288, & fog. Alfo Tauneguin's Voyage’ de Lilye, 


a, P Oly 
gre Tos 


i 


eed 
Mofks. 


Religion, 


Th WeEsTERN COAST of AFRICA. 
Nee I falute you : This done, he rifes, all the Audi- a Proportion as it encreafes*. The Mohammedan Nigro 


ence follow his Example, and each retires to his 
own proper Bufinefs 


Negros obferve the Ramadhdn,«or Lent, very 
ftriétly, neither eating nor drinkin 


tll after 57, :47, 


i a 
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igion. 


Devout Be IT m vary fucpelai » as well as commendable, Sun-fet. Their Devotees will not fo much asfrz 

bevieur. fee the Modefty, Attention, and Reverence, wallow their Spittle; and hang a Cloth over 
they obferve during this Worthip, which Jaftsa their Mouth for Fear a Fly fhould enter. As 
ee half Hour, and which they repeat thrice a much as they love eas they will not touch 

ys fuffering nv Company, however agree- Pipe’; but when it is Night, take Care 
able, or Bufinefs, however nt, to interfere; to make up for the Deficiency of the Day, 
always retiri for this End‘; and if they drinking, Ge fmoaking, and dancing til 
cannot have Water for their Ablutions, ufing b Day-break', ‘The Rich then go to fleep cill 

What thy Earth*, The Sieur Brie, who was frequently Night *. 

pray for. prefent at their Ceremonies, had often the Cu- FANNEQUIN obferves, that the Negros 
riofity to afk fome of their AZarbéts the Purport never cat from Sun-rife till the Time of going to 
of their Prayers and Ceremonies: Their Anfwer Bed, which they call ‘Fenté Karafana ; and that 
always was, that they adored God by proftrating they keep this Faft fo ftriétly that the French 
themfelves before him: That by humbling them- could never perfuade the Interpreters (who were 
felves acknowledged their own Infignifi- continually with them) even by the Offer of 
cancy ; that they intreated him to forgive their Prefents, to cat before Sun-fet, Should any break 
Faults, and to grant them the Things want- it, he muft begin the Faft again, and, if difco- 
ed, as a Wife, Children, a good Harveft, Victory c vered, would baftinado’d with Canes for a 
over their Enemies, or a plentiful Fifhing, Deli- Quarter of an Hour. So that, fays the Author, 
verance from Sicknefs, and the Dangers to which_ if their Religion was good, they would merit 
Life is expofed *. confiderably '. 

AGREEABLE to this is what Le Maire writes, Wuen the Month of Ramadhan, or Lent, is Tabatkot, 
that one begs to triumph over all his Enemies, paft, they proclaim the Taba/Xet, which, is theer Batter. 
and that God would not hurt him. Another greateft, and moft folemn Feftival kept by the 
prays for handfome Women, and Store of Mil- chammedan Negron as well as the Turks and 
et, &%c. And they are fo earneft at Prayers, Perfians, who call it Bayrdm. It is defcribed by 
that if you fet Fire to their Houfe, you cannot the Sieur Brie, who was an Eye-Witnefs at 
a —_ 4, F d Bukfar, in eas : bene 

Raroadhin, HE ‘os near the Sanaga al obferve LITTLE re Sun-fet appeared five > How: [elena 
wet. the Ramadbén in September; for then h with dts, or Priefts, drefied in white Tunics, dees 


the Afoors it is a moveable or Lunar > it 
eae foon as the firft new 
oon u uinox appears, the 
falute it, by holding up thar Hands towards it 
which firt they fpit in: After this, they turn 
their Hand feveral Times round their Head, re- 
peating this Ceremony three or four Times'. 


At all Times, the Mobammedans pay a great ¢ 


Refpe& to the new Planet, faluting it as foon as 
they,fee it, and opening their Purfes, and in- 
repting it, that their Riches may increafe in 
r 


bling our Surplices; which fell-down to the mid- 
Leg, and were edged, at the Seams and Bottom, 
with red Wool*, They marched in a Row, 
with long Afagayes in their Hands, preceded by 
five large Oxen covered with fine Cotton-Cloths, 
crowned with Leaves, and each conduéted by 
two Negros. The Chiefs of the five Villages 
which compofed the ‘Town of Bit/ar followed 
the Priefts in a Line, in their beft Drefs, armed 
with Affagayes, Sabres, Poniards, and Bucklers. 
Thefe were fucceeded by the Inhabitants, their 


* Job ben Solemon, if in Company, ufed, at the Times of Prayer, to break-off Difcourfe, and, in fome Part 


goon? They told him, it proceeded from a 
norant, 

Occidentale, p. 289, &F fi 
obferve the 


’ 3 and in Fanuary, 
well as in other Saeed cok Liter muft have made 


, > Fannequin thought it very ftran 
with Water or Sand, after pifling ; and atking, whether it was done from Cuftom, or fome Obligation : 
it of Cleanlinefs: In which Cafe, they muft have been very ig- 
fince this is a religious Injunétion. See his Voyage de Libye, p. 108. 


fome Ritake. 


to fee them wath their Privities 
of Reli- 


x . acta st 
* Le Maire’s Voyage to Guinea, p. 92. © Fannequin {ays, t 
“s ordi Le Maire If fo, it mut be moveable here 2a 


f With loud Cries, like the Hotren- 


_ fete, Bt every fays Barbot, in his Defeription of Guinee, p. 59. Who feems to hint they borrowed it from 
the Frwt, Got bah 


, xx. See allo Fanneguin ever Libye, p. 113. 


and Sailors, falute the Sun when he rifes, pulling off 


ong Fee See Labat, whi fapra, vol. 2. p. 292. 
ing thi , il 
obferves, daring thi) Rama or Let, twill nt wae ale epg? a 


. ¥ , vol, 2, p. agr, & frag. 
Menpeng ts 
ar . ° §2- 


* The Fithers of Nermamdy 
Caps and bowing; rk moran feet Sates es 
‘ 


® Barbot, ubi » $3- 
= a , Chis Travels, 9. yo 


Qq Subjects, 
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Subjects, five in a Row, armed in like Manner. 
When they came to the River-Side, the Oxen 
were faftened to Stakes, and the eldeft Aferbit 
cried, with a loud Voice, the Salas Malek, or 
Exhortation to Prayer, three Times; when lay- 
ing his Afagaye on the Ground, he ftretched 
out his Hands towards the Eaft ; the other Priefts 
followed his Example, and began the ufual Pray- 
ers in Concert; after ending which they rofe 
and recovered their Arms. 

Tue oldeft Markit then commanded the Ne- 
gros who led the Oxen, to fling them on the 
Ground, which was executed in a Moment. 
They faftened one Horn in the Ground, and 
turmng their Heads to the Eaft, cut their 
Throats; taking great Care that the Animals 
fhould not look-at them while they bled, which 
they think ominous. This they prevent effectu- 
ally, by flinging Duft in their Eyes, After the 
Oxen were killed and flead, they cut them in 
Quarters, and cach Village took its Ox to drefs 
it’, 

Tuts done, the Folgar began. The Women 
and Girls appeared firft, divided into four Par- 
ties; having, at the Head of each, a Guiriot, or 
Female Mufician, who fung forme Verfes relative 
to the Occafion, which the others anfwered in 
Chorus. In this Manner they pafled finging and 
dancing round a great Fire in the Centre of the 
Place, where the Chiefs and principal Men fat 
on Mats. Soon after appeared in another — 
dron, all the young Men, divided, like the Wo- 
men, into Companies, with Drums and Fiddles. 
They were in their beft Drefs, and armed as if 
Wrebling fora Battle. made their Proceffion round 
andDancing. the Fire, and quitting their Drefs and Weapons, 

began to wreftle fingly with great Agility. The 

Girls, who meee in a Line behind, encouraged 

them by their Voice and Geftures; and, when 

any Youth fignalized himfelf, they praifed his 

Vittory, by inging and clapping their Hands. 

- This Exercife was followed by a Sort of Ball to 

their Violins, both Sexes fhowing their Skill in 

ing, which is their favourite Diverfion, and 

of which they never tire. A Negro, who has 

ded or wrought bard all oe links nothing 

refts bim better than to dance four or five Hours 
by the Clock, This Ball ended as foon as t 

were infotmed that their, Meat was drefled. 
Peaftings and Diverfions lafted for three Days *. 


Aw ‘the Mobammudaz Negros ftri@ly prac- 
tifpKcrcuimefion, They perform this Operation 


‘J 


Oxen facri- 
Jiced. 


The Folgar, 
or Ball, 


Circomcifions 
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a on their Males at about the Age of fourteen or agers 
fifteen ©; both that the Boys may be better able Pelziom- , 
to undergo it, and that they ag Bayt ime 
to be eanwieny inftruéted in the in of 
their Faith. They feldom t this Cere- 
mony, till there are a good Number of Chil- 
dren fit for it, or that the Son of fome King or 
Grandee is to be circumcifed; at which Time, 
Notice is given for all the Subjects of the King, 
as well as of his Neighbours and Allies, to bring- 

b in their Children : For the greater the Number 
that are circumcifed, the more fplendid the Feaft, 
and the more Friendthips are contrafted among 
_ Youths, which generally lafts as long as they 
ive. 

THEY obferve no fet Time for this Ceremony, Sea/on fer it,. 
but only not to hold it in the Height of the 
hot on, nor in the wet Monfoon, nor durin 
the Ramadhan, being all improper ‘Times for fo 
joyful a Feftival. ‘Fhey take Care to mark the 

c Decale of the Moon, becaufe they imagine the 
Operation ‘ts lefs painful at that Time, and 
more cafy to cure *. On the contrary, the pro- 
per Seafon for circumcifing, according to Le 
Maire, is the Ramadbdn, or Lent’. Mr. Moore 
places it a little while before the rainy Seafon *. 

Tue Ceremony of the Circumcifion will beft 

r from the exact Account of it, as it was 
obferved by the Sieur Brite, DireGtor General of 
the French Company at the Ifland of ‘fohn Barre, 

d near Fort St. Louis. 

Tue Place chofen for it was an agreeable Ti- Core 
Field, furrounded with Trees, about three hun-™ 
dred Paces from the Village of Fohn Barre; Lin- 
guifter, or Interpreter, to the French Company, 
aod Father to the principal Youth who was to 
circumcifed. They always chufe a Place remote 
from the Village or Town, on account of the 
Women, who are abfolutely excluded from. be- 
ing prefent at the Ceremony*. The Sieur Brite 

© being feated, with his Attendants, on a Bank 
made for that Purpofe, the Proceffion began in 
the Manner following. 

Ts Guiriots, or icians, with their IRR, Procefim » 
led the Van ', beating a flow March, without fing- 
ing. Next followed the Marbits, or Priefts, of all 
the neighbouring Villages, walking two by two, 
in white Cotton Gowns and with long #fagayes. 
Thefe were fucceeded; at fome Diftance, by the 
Youths who were to pe circumcifed. They were 

f dreffed in. fine long Cotton Pagnes, or Frocks, 
which doubled-over before, and fell-down to ther 


© Bhd pi 296, & Jog. 





® Labat's. Occidentale, vol . * ‘Moors fay 
shandnenteeben: See hig Pravels, hue Fceaie, tin bis V. ‘de Libya . 195, faye, ioe 
to fileeen. Le Maire, in his to is Conarion, gg, tywrtbey oe. ti fed at the Age oF tet} 
rales, oe ce 5, ge Sie Relli, $3555 j e Rabat, ag coe ap. mapas 
dirt, hepa; - ee) Doser, fupra, LF Bh Consrary appears 5 : 
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one, each attended by two Relations or 
tiends, like our Godfathers, to ferve as Wit- 
neffes to theit Confeffion of Faith, or to encou- 
rage them to bear the Operation manfully. Yam 
Sek, a principal Negro, who was the Operator, 
came next, attended by ‘John Barre, the Maf- 
ter of the Feaft. A Body of two thoufand Ne- 
gros armed, clofed the March. In the mid{ft of 
the Field, near where the French fate, was pla- 


Nar Heels, but had no Breeches. Thefe marched one a the Woods with their Fathers to keep their Cat- i= 
ww 


tle, fifh, and work in their Longans, or Lands 
where the Millet grows". When the new-Cir- 
cumcifed are well, they meet together, and go 
through all the Villages to raife Contributions, 
by Way of Prefents: On thefe Occafions they 
never come away empty-handed. 
ang alfo they wear a particular Habit or Drefi, 
and a Cap of an odd Shape, with two Oxcs 
Horns®; in which Figure thofe on the Coatt 


eed a Plank on a {mall Afcent. The Pricfts, and b lower down commit great Diforders, nee 


Alkiers, or principal Men, ranged themfelves in 
two Lines on each Side of it, while the Candi- 
dates and their Friends remained in the Centre 
in the Order they came. ‘The reft of the Ne- 
gros made a Circle round *. 

Twines thus fettled, the chief Marbut, or 
Prieft, made the Salah, or Prayer, the Affiftants 
repeating his Words audibly, and with great At- 
tention and Reverence. len that was ended, 
Yam Sek, the Circumcifer, attended by Yohn 
Barre, Father to the firft Candidate, approached 
the Plank, holding his facrificing Knife; and im- 
mediately Gutopo, the Youth, was brought by 
two Relations, who fet him aftride the Plank, 
and held him, while Yam Scé lifting-up the 
Frock, took hold of the Prepuce, ftretching it 
as far as he could from the Gland; and keeping 
in that Pofition, while the Father held the other 
End, he cut it off *. Immediately wig got-ofF 
the Plank, and, attended by his two Relations, 
with his Affagaye in his Hand, and a fmiling Coun- 
tenance, retired behind the Marbits ‘, to let the 
Wound bleed, while the other Youths, in their 
Tur, underwent the fame tion, When 
the Wound has bled fuffciently, they wah it 
with cold Water feveral Times a Day, till it 
heals; which ufually happens in ten or twelve 
Days. During the Operation, the Candidate 
muft hold-up the right Thumb erected, and pro- 
nounce the Mohammedan Confeffion*, Thofe 
who are boldeft do this with an audible Voice, 
and fpoft of them affect a chearful Counte- 

¢ when it is over; though, by their Way 
Privine it is plain that they fuffer Pain, 
and are fometimes fcarce able to go without the 
Affftance of ‘their Friends *. 

FANNEQUIN fays, that for a Month af- 

ter Ciroumcifion the Boys are allowed to rifle 
and cotumjg all Manner of Wiolence towards the 
Girls, excepting to murder or ravifh them. Af- 
ter*this, the Children of the poorcr Sort go to 


* Labat, Afrigne Occidentale, vol. 2. p. 280, & /egq. 


° 


Money from the People, and taking the mo: 
exorbitant Liberties": But thofe near the Sanaga 
are not fo unruly, refting content with what is 
given them. 


TxHoucn the Mobammedans never circumcifc ¥en dv. 
the Female Sex, yet the Mandingo Dostors, or ™'/4- 


Pricfts, are not fo ferupulous in this Article, but 
allow the Ladics a Share in this Privilege ; the 
Operation being ufually performed by the Wives 
of the Marbuts, or Priefts. Burt this Pra&tice of 
circumcifing the Females is not fu univerfal '. 
Mr. MUORE faums up the Whole in a few 
Words: He fays, that a little before the rainy 
Seafon, a great Number of Boys, about twelve 
or fourteen Ycars, are circumcifed: That after- 
wards they put on a different Habit, each King- 
dom differing in their Drefs: That from the 
Time of their Circumcifion, till the Rains fet- 
in, thefe Boys arc allowed to commit what Out- 


d rages they pleafe, without being called to any 


Account for it; and that when the firft Rains 
fall, they put on their proper Habits *. 


SECT. VI. 


Of the Superflitions of the Negros, and their 
Marbits, or Pricfts. 


Their Notion of Eclipfes. Divination. Wiitch- 
craft. Grifgris, or Charms: Arabic Sentences : 
Shape and Make: Their Virtues: Artful Eva- 
fion: Mere Priefcraft: How worn: A Sort 
of Armour. Poffeffed Women. The Mumbo 
; or Women’s Bugbear: Its great Power : 
Tragical Inflance. The Marbits, or Priefs: 
Their Charaéter : Their Sobriety: An fh atrielS 
Their Fidelity; Are much refpeéted : Schools for 
Education: Way of Teaching: Manner of 
Living ; Itinerant Teachers; Great Traders s 
Engrojs all the Gold in the Country; Their 
Subtility : How they travel. 


> Le Maire fays, they oblige the Candidate to 


Prepoce it is cute. Sec his Voyage to the Canary Ifles, We, p. 95. © Le Maire, in the fame 
Sucn ign soo often feen bo heagh wider he agtual Cautery Applied to flop the Blood. "4 Which is 
La Allab ihe les, Mebammed Refal Allab ; that is, There is no God but God; or, There is but one God, and 
Mohammed is the Meffenger of God. * Labat, ubi fupra, vol. 2. p. 283, & Jeg. € Fannequin, 
Vayage & Lily, p- 116, hey aching on wee 115. ' La- 
i fapens * 5. 286, . foore’s Travels, p. 134. 
bat, ubi fupra, vol. 2° p. 285, © fog , ' THE 


For fome Thar Hehit. 
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one HE Mandingos have a Notion, that the a The Reafon probably is this, that though the 
Pll Caufe of the Lunar Eclipfe, is 2 Cat Characters be Arabic, yet the Words are written 
Norion of Putting her Paw between the Moon and the in the Mandingo Language, which having no Cha- 
Eclipjea, arth, On thefe Occafions, they continue all raters of its own, they ufe the Arabic to fup- 
the Time of the Darknefs, to fing and dance, ply that Defeét. 
in Expeétation of their Prophet Mohammed. Tue Gregeries are wrapped up in Silken, or Shp and 
Divination, _ THE Mandingos in general are addiéted to Leathern Bags, or Purfes, of various Fathions,” 
Superftition. Some, when they are going a fowed very neatly. When the Papers are writ- 
soni’ kill a young Fowl, and infpeét the ten, they carry them to the Perfon *, who makes 
ntrails, according to the State of which they fine Leather Strings for Pipes (which they call 
proceed, or defer their Journey. ‘hey are b Kranhee) and he enclofes them in Leather, or 
very fuperftitious in regard to the Days of the red Cloth. 
Week ; fome of which he apa unlucky, JFANNEQUIN and le Maire, and after 
and will by no Means begin Work on them *. them Barbet fay, that the Gri/gris are wrapped 
Wicberef. Aut the Time the Author was in this Coun- up in Linen, very hard folded and glewed, and 
+ try, the People believed every Body that died to covered over with red-Leather, neai y fitted-up. 
be killed by Witches, except one whom he faw Some are no longer than your Thumb, worked- 
buried, and who, they clowee, died by the up and pointed in Form of a Diamond, of which 
Hands of the Almighty, for breaking his Vow, they make Bracelets, and in which the Marbdts 
They have a great Cuftom of netag, Vows, do often enclofe nothing at all, as the Author aw 
and wearing an Iron-Manillo on their Wrift, to c by fome worn by their Slaves*. Barbet adds, 
ut them in Mind of it. This Man about a that others are made of a Horfe’s Tail, or the 
car before having had a Prefent made him of a Horns of Deer, Rams, or Bullocks, covered 
Slave, vowed never to part with him upon any with red Serge, or Cloth '. 
Account, and wore a twifted lron-Manillo on FANNEQUIN takes Notice, that eve 
his right Wrift. But felling the Slave, in order Gri/gris has its particular Virtues, as againft™ 
to buy Corn, for the Subfiitence of his nume- drowning, the Wounds of Sagays, or the Bite 
rous Family, the Natives thought his Death, of Serpents *, One, fays /e Maire, ferves to 
which happened fuddenly a Week after, to be make them invulnerable, to help their Swim- 
an A& of the vg sib Vengeance for the ming, and give them good Succefs in. Fithing : 
wilful Breach of his Vow °. Others are for procuring great Store of Women 
Sith, ” Turse People have many other Superftitions and Children ; to hinder from being taken 


amongft them, but the moft remarkable of all is 
that which relates to their Gri/gris. 

FOBSON (who calls them Gregories *) ob- 
ferves, that they confift of certain Charms, or 
Speils, in Writing. According to Fannequin, 
thefe one are Scrolls of Rea: infcribed 
with Arabic Charaéters*. Le Maire fays, they 
are little Arabic Billets, interlaced with Necro- 
mantic Fj ‘, 
prefents large, fometimes half a Sheet or 
two of common Paper, quite full of Lines in 
Mrabic Letters, large, drawn with Pen and Ink, 
rs eign sage lah a — 

y they contain fele& Paflages of the Kordn, 
er pean, Aeret 
¥: SAR BOT boomahe fome of their Grifgris to 
Eurepe,. and the Charaéters to learned 


On the contrary, Bardot re- ¢ 


Captives; and, in fhort, for all Purpofes within 
the Compafs of either their Fears or Withes. 
The fame Author adds, they have fo great a 
Confidence in thefe Charms, that fome under 
their Protection, will not fcruple ftanding the 
Shot of an Arrow '. Barbot ovferves, in like 
Manner, that fome are worn as Prefervatives a- 
inft Upsuer at Sea, others againft Wounds. in 
ttle, or Lightning: That fome are defigned 
to procure the Perion a fafe Journey or great 
Wealth, or continued Health, or to givefWo- 


men a fafe Delivery ®. 

srinte tein tere that ea reg 
dingos go to the Me- 
Samnelnas by eam tas mack 


|) charm~- 
ed (as they believe) to prevent their being fhot. 
If ic miscoreten, have a ready Excule, that 4rfitzie- 


Men, well verfed in the Arabic and Oriental the Perfon was a wicked Liver, Pall, 
Tongues, who could make nothing of them‘, f Adshammed would have him dic", ‘Febjon af- . 


* Moore's Travels, p. 143, &f /agg. 


hei'e Dekcription of Gabare 4 gee eyes x. b Famneguin wt fbtar a 

i . 60. 5 A p. 144. oe , abi i 

119, © fog, Allo le Maire, ii fapra, P. 93, & fy. 1 Barbet ubi Jopre, p- 62. “See 

i, 120. 1 Le Maire, p.9s- = Barbet, p. 60. » Moore, ubi fapra, p. 144. 
is, ip the very Excufe made by the Remi Prieits, on like Oocafions. 


» Ibid. p.. 128, & fegg. * Sea his Account before, ». 282.+ 
+ Le Reins Vopegito the Canary Yes, bec. p. 64. t Ber 


Nagre 


Religion. 
wy 


Their Vir- 


Bere Pricft- 


waft ‘ 


Hew worn, 


A Sort of 
Armour. 
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firma, 
Sore, or Swelling, they apply for a Cure’. 
The Virtues therefore of thefe Gregorics being 
fo univerfal, it is no Wonder, as Fannequin ob- 
ferves, that they keep them with a8 much Super- 
ftition, as if it ‘was the moft important Article of 
their Belief >. 

Tuese Gregories, or Grifgris, in the Virtues 
afcribed to them, refemble the Agnus Dei’s ufed 
exer cd Romani/ts ; and, in like Manner, bring 
great Riches to the cheating Marbits, or Priefts, 
who are the Venders of them. Moore fays, the 
Bufberins, os Marbits, grow foon rich by thefe 
Arts‘, Ze Maire affirms, that the Marbits 
ruin the Negros by thefe Gri/gris, holding fome 
at the Rate of three Slaves, and felling others 
for four or five Bullocks, according sto their pre- 
tended Virtues *. Bardot fays the fame, and 
that the People are fo infatuated with a Belief in 
thefe Charms, that they willingly part with an 
Thing to purchafe them, and take a great Pride 
in —— them *. 

FOBSON informs us, that upon the Head 
they wear them in Form of a Crofs, from the 
Forehead down behind to the Neck, and from Ear 
to Ear; likewife about their Neck, and crofs 
both Shoulders round their Middles, their Arms, 
above and below the Elbow: So that they carry 
a whole Load of religious Bleflings, nor are 
any fo heavy burthened with them as_ their 
Kings‘. Moore fays, the Natives wear them 
acrofs their Shoulders over their Breaits, and on 
cach Side, being faftened with neat twifted 
Leathern Strings; and that fome of them wear 
as many of thefe as will weigh thirty Pound *. 

Tuey have a Panoply of this Armour; the 
magical Cuirafs covers them all over, fo that 
they could fcarce be hurt with a Sagay. Their 
Grandees have their Vefts and Caps wholly co- 
vered therewith, often loading themfclves at 
they are obliged to be lifted on 
Horfeback. They alfo hang them about their 
Hors, to make them brifk and fprightly, and 

them invulnerable alfo ». ore and be- 

wed then at a eae and Onna Beak, 
bave them v , as big as a: 

as thick a beh your Thawte; they make 


J 


them in the Shape of a Horfe's Buttock, the fufe, he will fend the People for them, and then 
Horn of a Stag, or wild Bull. Two of this whipthem. Whenever any Perfon enters into- 
. 

* Fobfon's Golden Trade, p. 50. > Fannequin's Voyage de Libye, p, 120, But do they keep them 
with more Superftition than he sl thofe of his Religion keep their 4gaxs Dei's ? * Moore's Travels, 
pr 40. 4 Le Maire's Voyages, p. 94: © Barbot’s Defcription ‘of Guixea, p. 60. This Au- 
thor feems to think them: borrowed from the Cataliftic Talifmans of the Arabs, or the Phyladteries of the Frws, 
Deut. vi. 8. Matthew xxiii. ¢. ‘ is Golden Trade, . 50. © Moore's Travels, p. 144. 
» ——_ fays, they pat them about their Horfes Legs for that Purpofe. See his Voyage de Libye, p. 120, 
\ Le Maies's Voyages, p.93, & fgg. * See bofore, p. 188. 6 ' See before, p, 218. ¢. 


that when they have any Malady, Pain, a latterSortthey affix to their Bonnets, 


very frightful. Thefe are not Proof againft Fire- 
arms ; for they fay there is no Grifgris Pou (or 
Fire-arms) Proof. 


jor 


which look Negro 
gien. 


SoME of the French have, on account of thefe Poflfid 
Grifgris, been fottifh enough to believe frequent ¥ oma. 


Sorcerics among thefe People; becaufe, at cer- 


tain Times, they go-about making a thoufand 
Grimaces, finging or crying, and fay the Devil 
is a beating of them. hen they believe this 


b happens, if it be a Woman, they drefs her in the 
Man’s Garb, put a Sagay into her Hand, and 
walk about finging witha moft lamentable Voice, 
to chafe away the Devil. But the Author hath 
often obferved a good Cudgel ta be the beft Ex- 
orcifm: For after that the Devil never returns‘. 

Tuus Notion of Sorcery and Witchcraft, is, 

in a great Meafure, fupported and propagated by 

a certain Bugbear, called by the Mandingos, Mum- 

bo Fumbo, of the fame Kind with the Ho-rey, 

¢ whereof an Account has been already given in 
we Travels *. 


rR. MOORE, the only Author who fpeaks TéeMumbo 


of this Impofture, fa 
the Negros, invented by the Men to keep their 
Wives in Awe'. Thefe Women are fo igno- 
rant (or at leaft pretend to be fo) as to take it 
for a wild Man; and indeed none but thofe 
who know what it is, would take it to be a Man, 
on Account of the difmal Noife it makes. It is 
d dreffed in a long Coat made of the Bark of Trees, 
with a Tuft of fine Straw on the Top of it, and 
is about eight or nine Foot high. Few of the 
Natives can artfully manage the Sounds it makes. 
It never comes abroad but in the Night, that it 


it is a myfterious Idol of Jumbo, 


may have the better Effet. When the Meno, tomers. 
have any Difpute with the Women, the Mum- Begicar. 


be ‘fumbo is fent-for to decide it, which is gene- 
x4 done in Favour of the former. 


HE Perfon in the Coat has an abfolute Power ;, preat 
e to command what he will to be done: No one Peusr. 


is allowed to come covered into its Prefence. 
When the Women hear it coming, they run a- 
way and hide themfelves: But if you are ac- 
quainted with the Perfon who has Coat on, 
he will fend for them all to come and fit down, 
and fing and dance as he direéts ; and if they re- 


this 
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Negre Re- this Socicty, they fwear in the moft folemn Manner a quors, and keep the Faft of Remadhdn very Kore Ree 
‘a*. not to divulge it to any Woman *, or other Per- oe They are much more polite than the “#* 
fon not initiated, which they never allow to Boys — other > and love Trafic, as a by 
under fixteen. The People fwear by this Idol, the long Journies they undertake into the inland 
and look upon it as a moft fulemn Oath. Parts. ‘They are very honeft, but exaé and art- 
Tropical xe AnourT the Year 6727, the King of ‘fagra ful in their Way of Dealing. They are very 
June f i having an inquilitive Wife, was fo weak as to charitable and kind to one another ; and never 
difclofe to her the Secret of the Mumbo Jumbo; fell any of their own Nation for Slaves, unlcfs 
and fhe, according to the Frailty of her Sex, they have committed fome great Crime ®. 
took Care to blab it amongft her Acquaintance, till T is of the Aarbiits Mr. Moore is to be un- 
it reached the Ears of fome who were no Friends b derftood, when he informs us, that the Moham- 
to the King. They confulted about it, and fearing medan Mandingos fpeak the Arabic. Thofe who 
that if the Thing took Vent, they fhould not be can write it, continues he, are very ftri@ at 
able to govern their Wives fo well as they other- their Devotions three or four Times a Day, and 
wife would, they took the Coat, put a Man in exceeding fobcr and abftemious in their ay of 
it, and went to the King’s Town. On fending Living; chufing rather to die than drink ftrong 
for him, and taxing him with it, which he could Liquors, and,to faft than eat any Thing that is not 
not deny, they fent for his Wife, and put them kil ed by one of their own Religion. The AMan- 
both to death on the Spot: So the Man died for dingar pay them great Refpeét, and when any 
obliging his Wife, and the Woman for her Cu- Way out of Order, apply to one of them for a 
riolity. c Cure. The Remedy they ule is not a Dofe of 
‘Tuere are few Towns of any Note but what Phyfic to. be taken inwardly, but written Scrolls 
have gotten one of thefe Coats; which,intheDay- of Papers (or Grifgris to wear about them as 
Time, is fixed on a large Stick near the Town’, a Charm, for which pay a good Price *. 
where it refts till Night, the proper Time for JOBSON took Notice of feyeral good Qua-Ticir $>- 
ufing it *. lities of the Marbits, particularly their great’, 
Dhe Mar- It remains to {peak of the Marbits or Priefts Sobriety; in which they are fo remarkably diftin- 
‘hits, er among the Negros: They differ from the reft of guifhed from the Laity, that you may always 
dvijls the People in many Things, although in Drefs ow them by this left. ‘Chey confine them- 
they are the fame. ‘Fob/on obferves*, that they {elves er d to Water, which Rule they fo reli- 
are rated from the common People both ind gioufly obferve, that no Cafes, even of Sicknefs 
their Habitations and Courfe of Life: Upon the or Neceffity, are excepted ; of which he gives 
Whole, according greatly with the Levitical Law, the following Example: In his Paflage up the 
which they are not entirely ignorant of. The fame River, his Marbit, or Alkade, with the reft, 
Author adds, that have Towns and Lands being got-out of the Boat, to lead her through 
fet for their Tribe, wherein no common a Shole, met with a fudden fteep Bank, and 
P dwell, except fuch as are their Slaves *. Plunging out of his Depth, was taken in a 
They marry likewife in their own Tribe and hirlpool, and in great ger of drowning '. 
Kindred, and all the Children are bred-up Priefts. He went twice to the Bottom, but the €N An Inflance, 
With reff to Matrimony, they obferve the catching hold of him at the fecond Rife, brought 
fame Rule with the reft of the People, and e him aboard. eo ae {pent as to 
have more or fewer Wives, according to their have loft his Senfes: However, a Bottle of 
Dignity and Prudence. There being a Senior Brandy being put to his Mouth, he held clog his 
il tea sot age be aie pe of their Towns; Lips at the Smell of it, and as foon as he pr- 
in Setike, their capital Town, refides the fectly recovered his Senfes, afked wiftfully if he, 
Chief of all, or: High-Prieft '. had drank any? In Anfwer to which, being af- 
Their Cha. ‘TH Mandingo Priefts, or Marbdts, accord- fured hehad not, / bad rather bave died (faid he) 
rar. ing to Labet, are very rigid Obfervers of the than any fauld have come within me, although the 
Precepts laid down in the Kordn. For the moft ee om eee, that evea the Smell of it 
Part they abftain from Wine and fpirituous Li- refrefhed him *. » 


* Thef are a Sort of Free-Mafons, * The Coat-Impofiare, or invifible Prefence of the vifible 
Cheat dewefied by the Sieur Brite, feems to be fomething of the fame Kind with this. © Moore's Tra . 
a tate ce Entel Pests Wiricty 9-370 e 5 £3, calls them Mary Bucks, or Biffareas: 

* Phis Acooant fon 
cription af i 


Moore, or crines, of feems to.anfwer Moore's Pian and De- 
rr hig Seley ye rrr oye agar ro Dosage a mi which is the Merbir 
Colour, ic might bave led Yabfon into this Mifiahe. See ip. 264. b, f “s Goldeti Trade, 
p. 62. 8 Labat's Afrique Occidentale, vol. 4. p. 354. ® Moers’ Tra P39. ! See 
| bofare, ». 179. f. * Imthis extraordinary Abftinence the Author compares them to the Rechabiter: men- 
« tioned in ity fifth of Ferry; and vainly conceits thefe People may be lineally defcended from 


1 Fonadeb, in "it is faid? they Sprung from Hobab, the Father-in-Law of Maév, whole Wife is known 10 
ve been an Ehiopian, Tus 


The WesTERN CoaAsT of AFRICA, 


Myre Ree THe fame Care and Caution in this Refpect 
een. extends to their Children and Infants, whom 
they not only keep from touching any Wine, or 

rung Liquors, but would not fuffer to eat any 

Manner of fweet Fruit, as Raifins, Sugar*, &¢. 

and if the Englifo at Setiko gave them any of 


thefe Things, the Parents were o 
Fheir Fide. To thisInftance of Abftemioufnels it may not 
se be amifs to add another of the Fidelity and In- 
tegrity of a Marbit, called Fodi Karire*. This 
was the firft Native ob/on hired, who, from his 
conftant good Behaviour, had contracted the fame 


Affection for him as if he had been an Engli/h- 
man; and-not only afked and required his Advice 
in every Thing relating to the Courfe of Trade 
on the River, where he always accompanied 
him, but in moft Things allowed his Judgment, 
and was direéted by it *. 

Tue fame Author obferves, that both King 
and People thew them v: reat Refpe&t upon 
all Occafions, Inftances o which have been al- 
ready given, to which the Author adds this in 
partici: When any of the Laity chance to 
meet upon the Road, being Acquaintance that 
have not feen one another for fome Time, if a 
Marit be amongft them, they caft themfelves 
in around Ring, and before any Salutation, fall 
on their Knees to Prayer*. Ledat fays, th 
are fo reverenced by the Negros, efpecially thofe 
on the Senaga, that they firmly believe, who- 
ever injures or offends tent, will certainly die 
in three *, 

Scboo's for THe Mandingo Marbits gain their Livelihood 
Eduasen. by keeping Schools for the Education of Chil- 
dren, and by making their Gri/gris, or Amulets. 
Fobfon obferves, that they have Schools built 
round, fpacious, and open, wherein edu- 
cate their Youth. Whether thefe Schools were 
fometimes ufed on religious Accounts, being al- 
ways near-adjoining to the principal Man’s Fioufe, 


Are much re- 
Speéicd, 


the Author was not certain, but rather thought ¢ 


negatively, in regard they lic open, and are not 
{wept or kept with any er of Decency. 

L the Boys are taught to read and write by 

*, made of a fmooth Bit of Wood, where- 

the Leffons are written with a kind of black 

and a Pon like a Pencil. They ufe a Cha- 

much like the Hebrew, which the Author 

could not read, but brought a Specimen of it to 


He obferved, however, that their Re- 
gion Ww was written in a peculiar Lan- 
guage, different from that in common Ufe ; and 


5 


‘ moe, ‘o . Lobes 8 api Occidentale, 
& ui japrty B, a “Ty z : ‘ k 
wih a, p. 118, Hie ial 


> See hefore, p. 184 c. 


393 
a that no Lay-Man of what Dignity foever is Nore Be 

trained-up to read or write, or has any Ule of “%'*- 
Books or Letters: But the Marbits have great 
Books in Manufcript of their Religion, which 
he faw fome of their People laden with in tra- 
velling §. 

Tue Time for Children to go to School here #%y of 
is at Night, or rather an Hour or two before Day. “#¢!ing- 
Their Leffons are written on little Boards of white 
Wood, When they can read, they get thefe by 

b Heart, and it is eafy for a Stranger to find a Ne- 
gro-School, by the Noife the Scholars make in 
i their Leffons as loud as they can baw!. 

hen they have once read over the Kordn, they 
are efteemed as Doétors; and ure taught next to 
write the Arabic, the Mandingo-Tongue having 
no Characters of its own *. 

MOORE fays, the common Mandingos are 

very ignorant, having no Books or Learning a- 

mongf them, but make a fhift to count by Tens, 

c which they mark on the Ground: However, he 
allows that the Bufherins (or Marbits) can read 
and write Arabic, which they teach their Chil- 
dren, having Schoolmafters for that Purpofe '. 

THeEse Marbdits get a Livelihood alfo by Manner of 
tranfcribing Copies of their Korn, which they!"s- 
fell to their Princes and Grandees at a good 
Price; but their greateft Profit arifes from their 
Grifgris, or Charms, of which all the Negras 
are fuperftitioufly fond*. ‘Fanneguin is not a— 

d fhamed to fay, that they are often tormented b 
the Angel Kamaté; that they difcover Thett 
either among the Blacks or French, naming the 
Time and even the Place where the Goods were. 
hidden ; and that he believed the reading and. 
writing Arabic could not be learned without deal- 
ing with the Devil '. 

HEY do not only teach in Schools, but tove jriserane 
about the Country teaching and inftruéting. Teaches, 
When grown-up, they inure themfelves to craves 
going whole Families together, and carryin 
with them their Kooks, to inftruét their Yout 
in the Places where they reft, for which the 
whole Country is open to them; and they have 
Sa sagoccag through all Places, aa tod the 

ings ma at War together: But they are 
pa chagesble to any body upon the Rosd, or 
at the Towns where they call, for they always. 
their Provifions along with them. ‘Yet 
‘Author conceives they renewed their Store at 
f fome great Mens Houfes, or elfe by following 
the Cuftom of the whole Country, which is to: 


. , abi fupra, p. 63. 
F335: F Like oun r hacs sd RS 


vol. 3. 
at, abi fupra, tb 4 P 353 + and Fanarquin's Voyage de Libyr, p. 117, 
> 


Labaet Supra, val. 4. p 334, 


\ Fanneguin,. 
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304 


Lione. 


Great Tra- 
ths 


En; all 
aca 


‘that it wil be of 


Vovaces and TRAVELS along. 


Three-penny Paper will fatisfy a whole Company 
of them, for they can make a Living out of it 
by their Gregories, which they know how to dif- 
pofe of to their own Advantage: This Fob/on 
confirms by an Obfervation he made, that when- 
ever he agreed with any of the Country People 
to goa Meflage for him, they always a 
Sheet or two of r more than the i 
to buy Neceflaries with on the Road *. 

Tuess Marbits are not only the Priefts, 
but likewife carry-on all or the greater Part of 
the Trade of the Country, particularly thofe of 
Setito. Thefe are the only People who follow 
a continua] Trade from thence with Slaves down 
to the King of Barfalli’s Country, where the 
Sea yields {pontaneoufly great Store of Salt, but 
coarfe and dirty, looking like Sea-coal Athes ; 
yet the Profit arifing from this Sale makes the 

ter Part of that King’s Revenue. The Mar- 
wits make little Ufe of it themfelves, but carry 
it far-up the Country, from whence they bring 
in Return nothing but Xo/a-Nuts and Gold: 
This laft is the principal Part of their Trade, 
and what moft covet, from an Opinion, 
Ufe to them in the other 
World®. For this Reafon they fcrape together 
all they can get, and either fecretly hide it in the 
Ground themfelves, or have it laid in the fame 
Grave * with them: However they except a 
little, which they fpare to buy from the Portu- 
guexe a Sort of fair, agree blue Stenes, 
which are worn by the Women about their 


Sierra beg, and take no Denial: However a Quire of a Waift, to keep them from bloody Iffues ; to which a. 


they are generally fubject, from the Hurts done O°" ; 

b tin 48 in mA py too as hath been 

ready hinted. have no other Ufe for 

Gold, except that Women wear a little 

worked-up very rudely in Rings, and Pendants 

hanging in their Ears *. 

He Sctike Marbits, although otherwife very Their Sub- 
friendly, yet fet themfelves, above al] others, to ‘iy. 
difcourage Captain Fobfon from going-up the 

b Gambra to trade, repreienting it as full of Dan- 
gers, and even impracticable; in order, as he 
conceived, to fecure fo beneficial a Commerce to 
themfelves, efpecially as they had, with great 
Expence and Trouble, pcewidal a large Number 
of Affes to carry their Wares about the Coun- 
try *, 

In travelling they keep the ordi Pace of How tb 
their Affes, which a ano before pce They ‘evel. 4 
fet-out at Day-break, (which in this Climate is 
not much before Sun-rifing) and holding-on for 
three Hours, then reft during the Heat of the 
Day. They fet-out again about two Hours be- 
fore Sun-fet, and foon after take-up their Stage 
for that Night, (fecuring themfelves from the 
wild Beafts) except in Moon-light Nights, when 
it is beft Travelling: But near any great Town 
they for two or three Days, and fpanfeling 
their fet-out their Goods under fome fhady 
Tree, which makes it a Kind of Fair for the 
Sans eee 3 the Toons lodging a’Nights 
amo: 'acking u ts, which 
along with them * ae 


c 


d 
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4Description of the Country and Inhabitants of Balmberre, or Sieri 


nes, commonly called Sierra Lione. 


INTRODUCTION. 


los 
HE following Defcription is taken chiefly 
from the Baations Tus Voyagers, 


Accounts we have detached from their 
fore eat given the Subftance of feparate- 
y. : 


Tue firt of thele Travellers is William Finch, 
an Englifo Merchant, who, in his Way te the 


Eeft Indies in 1607, touched at Sierre Lioney 
— given the ily wlth Refiedt to’ the 

Country Refpect to 
natural Hi sf The Jounal of hehe V - 
any Language, is fhferted in PurchabA clicks 
tion 4. " 


* Fobfes's Golden Trade, p. 77. * This feerms to be only a Pretence artfully invented to cover theit 
Fie or tale botedl eeatne Coaecen, tetoeenarna = bee ma Mer Aacthgrd 
pn difern, roudaaashed repeat alate aes Wher. : 
g “ye ta mie : . i. 1 “r- 
ches bas given Author's Deicsigtion uf Sieve Lena, gad these atiete Plosns; so e Pleas. 
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Tue next is the Sieur Pilleult de Bellefond, a from the third Cove, Jieth a Sand, near to which 1607. 


who touched here in his Voyage to Guinea, in 
36, of which the Abftraét will be given here- 
tr. 


Tue third is Barbot, who was at Sierra 
Leona in 1678, of which he gives an Account in 
his Defeription of Guinea: And the fourth, Mr. 
Atkins; who having paid a Vifit to the fame 
Place, in the Year 1721, hath, in his Voyage 
to Guinea and Bra/fil, given a particular Article 
relating to this Bay and Country. 

LA BAT has alfo publifhed feveral pertinent 
Remarks on the fame Parts; the moft material 
of which we have added to illuftrate or fupply 
the reft. After all, it muft be confeffed, that 
thefe feveral Accounts, confidered either jointly 
or feparatcly, are very imperfeét, and fail of 
giving any juft Idea of the Country ; nor can 
any Bady,, from them all, a(certain the Situation 
of the Tuwns or Bays they mention, not even 


that of France, which is the moft noted, and c 


was vifited by the firft four. Barbot’s Account is 
confufed, and his Map of the Bay, though large, 
not particular cnough; very few Towns being 
inferted, or the Names of any of the Bays men- 
tioned. It is partly for thele Reafons, that we 


have given the feveral Remarks of thefe Authors 
feparately, 


Sik Bp. ¥ 
OaseRVATIONS on Sicrra Leona, in 1607. 


By William Finch, Merchant. 


[5 


The Bay and its Coves. King’s Refidence. Drefs 
of the Natives; Their Houfes and Furniture: 
cir Arms: Shape: Diet. Plants: Tobacce. 
Plenty and Variety of Fruits: Sort of Straw- 
berry : roe Fruit. Kambe, a Dye. The 
Gola, or Kola, Fruit: Its 


ow fetts. The Taglow, or Kola, Tree: The Kola, 


ots Cowes, 


whence brought. Oy/fters growing on Trees. Other 
tf in the Bay. Fowls. The Carbuncle, a fic- 
titious Beaft. Commodities of Sjetra Lione. 


cs in Breadth. On the South is 


‘The Ray “TL Bay of Sterra Leora is about three 
i 


high Land, full of Trecs down to the Water- 
il a fever Coves, in which they caught 


Englifimen : Amongt the 


Variety of Fith” On the farther Side f 
of the fourth Cove is the Watering-Place, of 
€&cellent Water continually running. Here, on 
: und the Names of divers 
reft, thofe of Sir Fran 
‘Drake, who had been there twenty-feven 
“before; Thonias Candifh, Captain Tifer, 


and. others. About the Midft of the Bay, right 


“Vor, IL. N° LI. 


a hig and Ef-e¢ 


> 


ms 
Os 
2 


there is not above two or thrce Fathom; but in fines. 
moft Places elfe cight or ten clofe to the Shore. ———~ 


It floweth Eaft South-Eaft, and higheft {x or 
eight Foot ; a strong Tide of Ebb ; the Latitude 


eight Degrees and an half North. 
Tue Ki 


keepeth his Refidence in the Rot- 97, 4),.:; 


in 
tom of the Bay, and is culled, by the Afoers, Myr. 


Borea, or Captain Karan, Karan, Karan, He 
hath other petty Kings under him, whereof one, 


b called Captain Pinto, awretched okt Man, dwel- 


Ieth at a’ Town within the fecond Cove; and on 
the other Side the Bay, Captain Beloone. ‘The Do- 
minions of Borea {tretch forty Leagues into the 
Land: He hath Tribute of Cotton-Cloth, Ele- 
phants Teeth, and Gold, with Power to fell his 
People for Slaves, (which he proffered to the 
Englifb.) Some of them have been converted by 
Portugueze Picks and Jelwits, and have a Cha- 
pel, where there is a Table of Holidays hung-up, 


The King and feme about him are decently pvefo% +40 
cloathed in Jackets and Breeches, and fume with Mie. 


Hats; but the common Sort go naked, except 
a Cotton-Girdle about their Waift, which covers 
their Privities: “he Women cover theirs with 
a Cotton-Cloth, which is wrapped about them, 
and being ticd to their Middles, hangs down to 
the Knees. The Children go ftark naked. Both 
Sexes have their Bodies curioufly pinked, or cut, 
and their Teeth filed very fharp. They pull-off 
all the Hair on the Eye-Lids: Their Beards are 
fhort, crifp, and black. Astothe Hair of their 
Heads, fome cut it in crofs Lines, leaving fquare 
Tufts ftanding ; others wear it jagged in Tufts, 
or in other Forms; but the Women fhave all 
clofe. 


THEIR Towns confiftof thirty orforty Houfes, meus and 
all cluftered together: “hey are covered with !wstire 


Reed, and enclofed with Mud-Walls, like the Ho- 
vels or Hogfties in England, having at the Entrance 
a Mat inftead of a Door, with Lecks and Belts. 
Inftead of a carved Bedftead, they have Billets of 
Wood laid acrofs, upon which, inilead of a 
Feather-Bed, they fpread a Mat or two. Sonie 
Houfes are hung with Mat chiefly about their 
Beds, betwixt them and the Wall. Their other 
Furniture is two or three Pots of Earth, to keep 
Water in, and to boil their Vituals, a Gourd 
or two to fetch Palm-Wine, and a half Gourd 
for a Cup, afew earthen Dithes, a Bafket or two 
for the Wife to gather Cockles in, and a Knap- 
fack for the Hufband, made of Rinds of ‘Trees, 
to carry his Provifion, with his Tobacco and 
Pipe, upon his Soulder, when he goes abroad, 
They wear a little Sword by their Side, made of 
Sich Yeas as is brought them; alfo a Bow and Qui- 
ver full of poifoned Arrows, pointed with lron, 
in Form of a Snake’s Sting, or elfe a Cafe of 

Rr Javelins, 
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Leos Breadth and Shape ; fometimes with both *. 


Siw f% 


Dist, 


Fiant., 
Tebacz0, 


Trey are big and well-fet Men, ftrong and 
couragious, of a civil Difpofition. They kecp 
themfelves for the moft Part unto their own 
Wives, of whom they are not a little jealous. 
Mr. Finch could not learn what their Religion 
was; although they have fome Images, yet they 
have a Knowledge of God: For a dee Eng- 
lifh afked them about their wooden Puppets, they 
would Jift-up their Hands to Heaven; but how- 
foever it happens, they are all circumcifed. They 
are very juft and honcft, Theft being punifhed 
with prefent Death. When any dieth, a little 
thatched Shed is fet over his Coffin, under which, 
in carthen Pots, they continually keep frefh Wa- 
ter, and in earthen Platters fet divers Meats, 
{ticking about them fome three or four Bones. 

To the South of the Bay, forty or fifi 
Leagues diftant within the Country, there dwe 
Man-caters, who fometimes infeft their Neigh- 
bours. The Adoors of Sierra Leona fecd on Rice, 
which they have in Ae Plenty, although they 
fow only what is fufficient to ferve them near 
their Houfes, and are obliged to burn-up the 
Wood to make Room for the Puipofe. They 
fow alfo another little Seed, called. Pene, not 
much unlike that of Winter-Savory, of which 
they make Bread. They have fome few Hens, 
but no other Fleth, except fometimes 
a wild Fawn in the Mountains, or fome 
They feed alfo on Roots, Herbs, Cockles, and 
Oyfters, having great Store growing on the Rocks 
and Trees by the Sea-Side, but of a flathy Tafte. 
They take much good Fith with Waves and o- 
ther Devices. They plant about their Houfes 
Plantain-Trees, Gourds, Potatoes, Pompion, 
and Guwinea -P, 3 but efpecially Tobacco, 
fg feems to be half their Food. The ae 
of their Pipe is very large, and made of Clay, 
well Saened. lato the ‘oe End they thruft ¢ 
{mall hollow Cane, a Foot and an half long, 


pai 
men fost agg bn Smoak. Each Man carries 


L 


ns, or Darts, pointed with Iron of a good a 


Tuey have innumerable Sorts of Fruits oe 
ing wild in their Woods, whole Forefts of Le- 
mon-Trees, efpecially a little on this Side the 


et 
Watering-Place near the Town, and fome few Pin /ss- 
Orange-Trees. Their Drink is for the moft Part 


Water, the Men devour much Palmito- 
Wine, which they call Moy, giving little or 
none tothe Women. By Help of a With, which 
inclofes both the Perfon and Tree, they mount 
and defcend ; bearing back the Body, | lifting- 


b up the With before them with “ry, aed 
ine 


c 


et 
owl. d 


and Certainty, bringing the Gourd full o 

ontheirArm. ‘They have divers Sorts of Plums, 
one like a wheaten Plum, pleafant and whol- 
fome: A black one alfo, as big as a Horfe-Plum, 
much eftecmed, having an aromatic Savour. 
Here are Man/famillias », like to a wheaten Plum, 
but very dangerous; fo is the Sap, with which it 
abounds, fhould any fpirt into the Eyes. They 
have Beninganions, ut as big as a Lemon, 
reddith on the Rind, very wholfome: Another 
Fruit, called Begui/, as big as an Apple, witha 
rough knotty Skin, which being pared-off, it is 


like a Strawberry in Colour, Grain, and Tafte. Sore of 
There is Store of wild Grapes in the Woods, of Sreér7y 


a woody and bitterifh Tafte. They eat the Nuts 
roafted which fall from the Palmito-Tree : They 
ufe {mall Store of Pepper and Grains‘, this in 
Surgery, that in Cookery. They have certain 
Fruits growing fix or eight together on a Bunch, 
each as long and big as a Man’s Finger, of a 
brown, yellowifh Colour, and fomewhat weer'y 
containing within the Rind a certain pulpy Su 

ftance of pleafant Tafte. ‘There grow in the 
Woods Trees like Beeches, with Fruit refem- 
bling Beans, of which he obferved three Kinds : 


One great and tall, bearing a Cod like a Bean- Poifen- 
Cod, which hath in it four or five (quare Beans, 


almoft like the Seed of a Tamarind, enclofed 
with a hard Peel like a Shell, within which is a 


e yellow Kernel, a dangerous Poifon ufed by the 


06, to envenom their Arrows. 
the Fruit Ogom. The fecond is lefs, his Cod crook- 
ed, bias-wife, of a thick Rind, fix or feven In- 
ches in the Bending, and half fo much in Bread, 
containing five large Beans of an Inch long. 
The third is » hath fhort Leaves like the 
former, the Fruit much bigger, on a 
woody Stalk, thick and mafly, a little i 
on the Sides, nine Inches » and five broad ; 


f within which are fiye long > la 


the other, called by them Quenda, whith they 
affirm alfo to be , ‘ 
Tuy plamt Potatoes, and higher within Land 


the tp pris < ae  Candenene nt OTE Feith icketpion of the Plataia wi + } 
the Nataral Hiftory. Coie 


They. Veo 


Leona 


—— 
Kambe, a 


’ 
Dye. 


Gola, or 


Th Western Coast of AFRICA. 
sieers Cotton, called Znnumma, whereof they make a Quality or Effet. Old Perfons, who can- 


‘ood Thread, and Cloth a Quarter broad. The 
Eve another Wood, called Kambe, whcerewit 
they dye their Purfes and Mats red. The Le- 
mon-Tree much refembles a Crab-Tree, the 
Leaf is flender, like that of a Willow; it is 
peraee Ferg! Prickles, oy ot gore with 
"ruit. in to ripen in Augu/?, and con- 
tinue on the” Trees till Ortober.. " 

GUINEA-Pepper, called here Bangue, 


owcth wild in the Woods, but in no great b danceof 


lenty, It is a finall Plant like Privet, or Prick- 
Wood, and adorned with Jittle lender Leaves, 
bearing a {mall Fruit, like a Barberry. It is green 
at firft, but turns red as it ripencth: They grow 
here and there two or three together about the 
Stalk, and not in Bunches. heir Pene already 
mentioned, of which they make their Bread, 1s 
a fmall flender Herb, like Grafs, the Stalk full 
of Seed, not inclofed with any Hufk: It is the 


fame, the Author thinks, which the Turés call c 


Kufeis ; the Portugueze, Yfunde. Mr. Finch faw 
Trees alfo like Willows, bearing Fruits refem- 
bling Peafe-Cods. 

HERE is a Fruit here, called Gola, which 


Kola-Frait. grows farther-up in the Country, inclofed in a 


has a remarkable Sweetnefs. 


Shell: It is hard, reddifh, bitter, about the Big- 
nefs of a Walnut, with divers Corners and An- 
gles. This Fruit they much fet-by, chewing it 
with the Rind of a certain Tree: Their Man- 
ner is, when one hath chewed it, to give it to d 
the next, and fo on. They keep it chewing thus, 
(but without fwallowing any of the Sub{tance) 
a long Time before they caft it away; and reckon 
it excellent for the Teeth and Gums, thefe Ne- 
ros being ufually as well toothed as Horfes, This 
ruit alfo paffleth among them for Moncy ; nor 
have they any other *. 
JOBSON, in his Golden Trade, obferves, 
that this Fruit is in great Efteem with the Ne- 


Siang One the Gambra; that a call it Gola, e 
and 


e Englifb, Nuts: Th 

Sort of Chefnuts, flat on both Sides, but the 
Sheil is not hard, The Tafte is bitter, but the 
eét is fo efteemed, that ten of them is a Pre- 
fent for a King; for the very River-Water, 
drank after chewing it, relifhes like White-Wine, 
and as if mixed with Sugar. Even the Tobacco 
Tt has no other 


are like the bigger 


“ . 
* See Pisch's Vozage to the Eaj? Indies, in Purchas, vol. 1. p.414, & feag. 
Port of Seite, a great Way up the River, See before, p. ser, c 


Bartot's V 
Way fram 
Water, and nmuch refembles in Shape 


to Guissea, p. 101, and $13, 


Pas of Africe, p. 232. 
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not chew it, have it bruifed for Ufe; ner is it Finck, 
for the Vulgar: For at the Place, where the ——— 
Englifh were fettled *, fifty of thefe Nuts would 222 


buy a Wife*. He had a Prefent made him o 
fix, but never faw them grow. The Portugueze 
pretended, that they came from the Gold Coun- 
try, and that they fetched them to the Gambra 
from a great Bay, beyond Kachao*, where they 
met a oe » Who brought them Gold, and abun- 
uts: Yet Fob/on obferved, that they were 
dearer, the lower he went down the River; and 
that, when he was high-up it, the People brought 
them in great Abundance, wondering the Englifo 
fet fo little Value on them; but he knew not 
whence they had them®*. He intended to have 
brought fome to England, but found they would 
not keep, being fubjeét to Worms 
BARBOT 
Tree which bears this celebrated 


por Efe 


gives us a what wg of the Tee Tog- 
ut ; he fays, low. 


it is called the Tog/ow Tree, and that the whole Spi 


Country of Sierra Leona abounds with it: That 
it is of a middling Height §, and the Trunk five 
or fix Foot in Circumference: That the Kola 
refembles a Chefiut *, and grows in Clufters of 
ten or twelve together, four or five in a Rind, 
each divided by a thin Skin. The Outfide of 
the Nut is red, with fome Mixture of Bluc; 
the Infide, when cut, of a Violet Colour, and 
brown. The Negros and Portugueze are perpe~ 
tually claiming it, as the Jndians do their Aras, 
or Betel. lt comes once a Year, is of a harfh, 
tharp Tafte, makes Water relifh well, and is 
very diuretic. The Negros drive a great Trade 
up the Country with them, felling them to o- 
thers: Thefe fupply a Sort of white Men, who 
come to them ; and the Author was informed by 
the Englifh at Benfe Wand, that a great Quantity 
is carried yearly, by Land, to Tunis and Tripoli 
in Barbary '. 


LABAT, on the other Hand, fays, that thefe #tenre 
Nuts come from the Inland *, about three hun-!¢/ts 


dred ues to the Eaft of Vintain, up the 
Gambra: He owns there are fome {mall Quanti- 
ties to be had at Sierra Leona, but fays, that the 
Nuts are not fo much efteemed as thofe that 
grow up in the Country: That the Fruit is fur- 
rounded with two Skins, the firf, greys Ratds 
ftrong and brittle ; the innermoft, next the Pulp, 


ee eee 
© But rice is m erat ; 
great pre 


for Mr. Moorr, th his Travels, p.132, f are obliged to the Wife's Parents two h 

*« This, obal » waa the Bay Siene Jeeta Pincus toaktheb, Suaaie ha dds onan 
whence came. £ See Fobfon's Golden Trade, p. 134. & He Gays, inanother Place, it is a 
very tall, large Tree, See Bis Defcription of Guia, p. 101. * See the Figure, Plate XXIII. \ See 


* Mr, Moore alfo fays, that the Ke/a Fruit comes a vat 
Land, and is unlike in Tafte to any he ever faw ; but that itis an exceeding good Bitter, relifhes 
a Horfe-Chefnat, when the Skin is off. See his Travels into the inland 


Rr2 is 
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Sierra is a white Pullicelle, which loofens when the a gaeze get in Exchange for Rice, Salt, Beads, Bells, 1666, 


Leora. Fruit grows dry: That it is extreamly bitter and Garlic, French-Bottles, Copper~Kettles, low-  Villault. 
aftringent, and relifhes Water well: That fome pa Knives, Hats, Linen chequered like Bar- —-y-—=4 
fay the Ufe of them is pernicious to the Sto- bers Aprons, Latten Bafons, Edge Tools, Iron- 
mach; that they make the Teeth and Spittle Bars, and other Trifles; for which, in this Place, 
yellow: In fhort, that in Shape, Size, Smell, you can procure only Provifions ‘. 

Colour, and Tafte, they refemble Horfe-Chef- 

nuts. As to the Tree on which the Kola grows, SECT. I 

this Author confeffes, Hee his Memoris did not : 3 

furnifh him with a good Defeription of it*. 
Gir Ma. FINCH sbhaves, Gat Ge Hew fniitth, “Tee REP z 204 of Steve Laven, 
gvuirgee Plenty of Oyfters growing on Trees, in Shape By the Sizur Villault de Bellefond. 

ie like Willows, but that the Leaf is broad and 
thick like Leather, bearing {mall Knobs, like Tranflated from the French, 
thofe of the Cyprefs, The Branches of this 
‘T'rce are about the Bignefs of a walking-Stick, Name of the Country: Extent and Bounds. Bay 
fmooth on the Outfide and pithy within. Many of France. The watering Springs. se 
of them hanging down into the Water, are as of the Country: Bulom Kingdom; Soil; Pro- 
thick covered with Oyfters as they can ftick, duce; Fruit, Gum Trees: Cattle: Beafts : 
which feem to be produced out of the Tree by a : Elephants; Barre Town; King’s Court : 
the Salt -Water. he Inhabitants, and Women: Their og 

Orber Fife. THe Bay abounds with Fith, fome of uncom- Arms: Religion: Fetifhes, or Images: Lan- 
mon Kinds; Mullets, Raies, Thornbacks, Old- ene ‘ Commodities: Trade, »River of Sierra 
Wives; others like Pike, Gar-Fifhes, Cavalloes, ona: Ranged with Mangroves: Iflands in 
(like Mackrel) Sword-Fifhes, with Snouts a Yard it. Englith Fadory. 
long, and Teeth on both Sides, like thofe of a 
Saw, Sharks, Dog-Fifhes, Sharkers, like a Shark, Th Country of Sierra Leona, is called by Name of sts 
but having a Snout flat and broad like a Shovel >; the Moors, Bilombel*, that is, The large Coumniry. 
Shoemakers, having on each Side the Mouth Country; but by the Portugueze, Sierra Leona, 
Pendents like Barbels, and pone like Hogs, or The Mountain of Lions, on account of the 
&c, They catched in an Hour fix thoufand of d extraordinary Height of the Hills towards the 
a Kind like Bleaks. South, (which much exceed either the Pyrenzan 
Fewi, Or Fowls, there, are Pelicans, white, and or Alps) and the Multitude of Lions conftantly 
big as Swans, with a large and long Bill; Hearns, to be feen there. 
Curlews, Boobies, Ox-Eyes, with divers ftrange Tus Country begins a great Way up in the Fervent and 
Kinds of Water-Fowls. On Land, are great Land Eaftward, and ends North -Weit with the #4 
Numbcrs of grey Parrots, as alfo Store of Guinea Cape Ledo. From this Point, as one paffes-up 
Hens, the Bignefs of Pheafants and very beauti- the River, there are feveral Bays, the fourth of 
ful, but as hurtful to their Rice, The Author which is called the Bay of France; either becaufe p,y «r 
faw likewife other ftrange Wood-Fowl, and the French were, formerly, poffeffed of this Coaft, France, 
many Porcupine-Quills with the Negros. ‘There e or, that they burned a Town therc heretofore : 
are Store of Monkies leaping from Tree to And this is the coy Ray, in that River, where" 
Tree; with Lions, Tygers and Ounces on the they can take in frefh Water, of which there 
Mountains: Of Elephants, he faw but three; are three Springs. as 
Catuncls for they are more within Land, The Negros VILLAULT had the Curiofity to trace orem 
Zev. —_ tald them of a ftrange Beaft, (which the Inter- of thefe Springs, and, having followed it ai 
preter called a Garbuncle:) "They faid it was of- League, to the Foot of thefe Mountains, ob- 
ten feen, yet only in the Night: That ithada ferved the Tracks and Prints of the wild Beafts, 
Stone in his Forehead of furprizing Luftre, which which were fo dreadful to behold, that he turned 
ve him Light to feed; but, that as foon as he back, He was afterwards informed, by nile 
atl the leaft Noife, he covered it with a Film, f the Portuguexe, that*it had: its Sources? the 
or Skin, to prevent being difcovered ‘. Midft of the Woods, which are about fifteen 
Comedic. "TH Commodities here are few ; but farther- over; and that, if he had purfued hi¢ 
up one meets with Gold and Elephants Teeth, hign of tracing it to its Source, he muit have 
which, at certain Times of the Year, the Portw- been devoured by fome of the wild Bealls, fuch, 
. gat | $4 yd hse oe, a va) 
4 See Labat's Afrique Ovizmtgls, vol. 5. 9. 8... » This te be the Hasamer-Fith, 8 This 
is ong, OF the Nee fictions, it te Fick Voyagp.in £ Volts p4qs6c: .  § Othgenfay, 
pf ic i called almberrs ; that is, geod Jew Legg, balm Sgpitying Jey, | 
2 Pry 
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Sierra as Tygers, Elephants, and Crocodiles, which a The King who then reigned, named Felipe, was 1666, 


Leona. 


ee 
e. low, and pofleffed by the King of Bulom, as the Tue Inhabitants of this Country arc voy Spe, 


The inlalie 


— cipally partis, Englifh and Portugueze, fe- mott Part, more modeft. 
veral of which laft inhabit there. ‘Tete Women are generally common. Every 
Soil aad Tuts Country produces great Quantity of Man has as many Wives as he pleafes, and pro- 
Produce, Rice, Millet, and Maiz, and a Kind of Zurdy b ftitutes them to Strangers as he thinks good ; 
Wheat. Of this they make their Bread, which except only the firit, who is kept with great 
is not very bad. Some of them will eat their Circumfpedtion all along thele Coatts, the others 
Rice raw, only dipping it in Sea-Water. being to be confidered only as Concubines, 
Frit. Tuerr common Dict is Fifh and Fruits, of Av St. Andrew's Mand, Milleult entered into qiei; Vous. 
which they have great Plenty, as Berries, Figs, one of their Houfes, and found it built of Sticks . 
Pears, Prunes, Oranges, Citrons, and a Kind and Dirt: On one Side a little Window covered 
of Chefnut, not altogether fo good as in Zurope, with Leaves, a Hole for the Door, and a {mall 
but it has the Virtue to quench Thirft, though Fire in the Middle. They lie upon Mats made 
one be ever fo dry *. of great Ruthes, which they place in a Corner, 
Gum-Trees. _ bt Mountains are covered with Trees, we c and have their Arms by their Sides; which, for.“m- 
full of Gum, always green, and, for the mo the moft Part, are Swords, Daggers, Darts, 
Part, not unlike our Laurel. . Bows and Arrows, the Head of which they in- 
Cattle Tuey breed likewife Se Numbers of Goats, feét with the Juice of a Fruit, long like a Rad- 
: Hogs, Lions, Tygers, Elephants, wild Boars, dith, and green. This Poifon is fo inconceiva- 
Harts, and Roebucks ; which laft are fo nume- bly fubtile and quick, that it is no eafy Matter 
rous, that they bring them on board the Ships either to prevent or cure it. Some of them 
and truck them for little or nothing. If the have Guns, which all of them are fond of, and 
Moors or Portugueze may be believed, the Ser- ufe with great Dexterity. 
pents here grow to fuch a monftrous Size, that THe Portugueze fettied here have made many Religion, 
fome of them will {wallow a Man at one Gulp >. d Converts, the reft being Mohammedans and Ido- 
The Moors ¢ are perpetually at War with them; laters. Thefe laft worthip certain extravagant Fi- 
and have a certain Herb which they ufe as a fo- gures, which call Fetifbes, as Gods, pray to 
vereign Remedy againft the Bites of all Sorts of them punctually Morning and Night, and when 
Beafts, as well as Poifon. =y'4 have any Thing better than ordinary, Meat, 
Apes. Tue Apes range about in large Troops, de-~ Fifth, or Palm-Wine, they throw ‘t all down 
ftroying the Plants wherever they come: This upon the Ground in Honour to them, 
makes the Moors implacable Enemies to them, Tre Author hearing a Moor muttering to Futithes, cmt 
Eviphans, 38 Well as to the Elephants, which laft they are himfelf, among other Words, Abraham, Tae, Prvigs. 


are there as well as Lions. a Convert to Popery, and had a Capuchin and a 


Villaule, 


Tue Northern Parts of this Country are very Jefuit at his Court. oe 
ne ing a 
C. 


Southern Parts are by him of Barré. well made, and very few of them flat nofe 


Tue Kingdom of Bulom is not well known The Men are much more civil than thofe ats. 


to either the French or Dutch; the Natives prin- Cape de Verde, are always cloathed, and, for the 


spenaly hunting, and fometimes eat their and Faced, afked him what he was doing. His 
lefh. he Author, who tafted of it, faye it is e Anfwer was, That he was giving Thanks to bis 


=P PNM, but, in his Opinion, it came very near Feti/h, for having preferved him at Sea; and 
Beef. 


Birre 
Vvin, 


ef. that the reft of the A%sors 4, as they had Occa- 
Some of the French who were at Birre, told fion, did always ‘the fame. They all of them 
the Author, that there could not be above three carry their Feti/ber in little Bags, either in their 
wtnndred Houfes in the Town; that the King’s Breafts or on their Shoulders, fetting Meat be- 
Palace was built in the Middle of them, and fore them duly cig ag and Morning : ay 
would fcarce fuit the Dignity of a Jultice of trim them up with Ra/ade, or little Glafs Beads 
Peace. of all Colours, which they take to be the grest- 
Te Author found, on the ftricteft Enquiry, eft Ornament in the World. 


that there might be in Barve about four or five f ALL of them {peak Portuguexe, and APO VOY Liyps.ip 


hundred Men, befides Women and Children: apprebenfive of being drunk; for which Reafon 


‘ 


* a. Phis maalt be the Gale, or Kola, before defcribed. Peace cary Natives combine to tell a 
writlic  .  * This to be a Confirmation of what-is in’ the forepoing-Note {Yar it can- 
Fe te fa ag pnalg poh ay Ny Tot 
that Word, to aa Bh Blacks Pi nag aac and. ‘Gays, he coukd not.fiad. Wat there-were any: 
(efpecially 
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Sierra (efpecially among the French) they drank but a 


little Spirituous Liquors. 

Tue Merchandize this Country affords is 
Rice, excellent Ivory, Civet, and fome Amber- 
greefe. Of all the Coafts, this is une of the 
beft for Trade, feldom yielding lefs than Cent. 
per Cent. Bur the Profit of the Portugueze is 
much greater; for they buy higher-up in the 
Country their Ivory, which they fell upon the 


Commedivien, 
Trade, 


Coaft to other Merchants, ats | 
Kiver of Tue River which bears the Name of Sierra b it is wafhed b 
cm Leona (allo of Mitemba and Tagrin) runs-up a 


great Way into the County. It is about three 
agues over at the Mouth; and fourteen or 
fiftcen Leagues higher contracts to the Breadth 
of one. ‘Uhe Harbour is not above two Fa- 
thoms deep ; fo that inentering it, they were obli- 
ged to draw as near the Mountains as they could; 
where they found ten, twelve, and fixteen Fa- 
thoms Water. It abounds with Fith, and breeds 
Crocodiles near its . 
Raryrdovve Ttis River is bordered with certain Trees, 
Mangroves. whofe Branches never extend themfelves farther 
out one than another; but the Shoots ing 
downwards, as foon as they touch the Water or 
the Earth, take Root, and, by that Means, make 
a Hedge, fometimes ten or twelve Yards broad. 
THERg are in this River feveral little [fands, 
moft of them inhabited, and covered with green 
_ ‘Trees, efpecially Palms, of which they make 
great Quantities of Wine. 


flan in ie. 


Englith, 
Facer — lifb had a Warehoufe in one of thefe Iflands, 
which is the beft and moft beautiful upon the 
River, The Houfe was built of Brick, and Free 
Stone, defended by four Pieces of Cannon, car- 
rying a four Pound Bullet, and incompafled with 
a fair Wood of Palm-Trees, which fupplied it 
with Wine. On one Side there were then or 
twenty Cabins for the Natives, and on the other 
.a Spring of very good Water. 


SECT. Ul. 
4 Dascasprion of Sierra Leona. 
By Mr. John Barbot, Agent General of the 
r Pench Affine’ Cpe, f 


Este and Name of Sierra Leona The Climate. 
Tbe Kapes: Jnbabsi invaded by the Kumbas 


rs fue nt We ts Ki Ma: 


o 


Manez; swhe fottla bere; Both fubjeA te ‘ 
Ledo, or Ta- 


Exell: Fert ther. taken by ‘the ° when the es coming fom a very 


Voyaces and TRAVELS along 


French: Rivers falling inte it: Towns along 1678. 
it: That of John Thomas: Bay of France: Barbot. 
The famous Spring: Its One Delightful AVI 
Place: Effects of the Water, Soil and Pritt ; 

Fowl and Beafts ; Monkies, bow caught ; Some 

times good Meat; Large Oyfters: Birds: Fifh: 

Woods and Trees, 


T is difficult to affign the Bounds of this Zxtent and 
on any Side but the Weft, where 42™ 
y the Ocean. Some make it ~e 
Northward at Cape Verga; but proper! 

Part which lies to the South of the River itom- 

ba, is Sierra Leona, the Lands to the North being 

low. As to the Name, fome derive it from the 
Noife of the Sea againft the rocky Shores, re- 
fembling the Roaring of Lions; Others from 

the great Numbers of thofe Animals, which in- 

nee the aoa 5 . 

N the open, flat Country the Summer-Days, ‘phic 
though very hot in the Forenoons, as being pie pe 
and bright, yet the Air is much refrefhed, in 
the Afternoons, by the South-Weft Gales; but 
in the high Mountain Countries, it is very bad, 
becaufe of the Woods and Forefts: However, it 
may be faid, in general, to be very unwhole- 
fome for Europeans, witnefs the many Engli/fb 
who have died at Ben/e Ifland, in the high ia 
fon of the Year: For, during fix Months, it 
rains, thunders, and is fo intolerably hot, e- 
{pecially in Fune and Fuly, that, for a whole 


WuHeEn Villault waa here, in 1667, the Eng- d Fortnight, Mcn muft keep clofe in their Huts, 


to avoid the Malignity of the Rain -Water, 
which b ts in an Inftant; the Air be- 
ing quite corrupted by the Lightning and Thun- 
des, attended, fometimes, with dreadful Torna- 
dos. The Days alfo are dark and gloomy, which 
caufes an Alteration in every Thing, and renders 
living there very uncomfortable *. 
Tue Country of Sierra Leona is inhabited by 7, 

two diftin&t Nations, called the Old Kapex, 

the Kumbas-Manex : The firft are reckoned the 
beft and moft polite of all the Blacks; ‘the latter 


daring, reftl rude, and unpolithed; being 
Mom Caters, as the Word Mancz © denotes in” - 
their’) . The Portuguexe at Kongo and “™ 
Ageia, judge thefe to be of the fame Race with 
the barbarous Fages and Golas, inhabiting Eaft 
North-Eaft from Kenge, (who have long been 
the Terror of y Negro’ Nations) and they 


6 a feat she Galas Monou, ‘living far 
ithin Land from the River Se/fre. ‘ 
Tresx Kapex and Kumbas-Manex have Dee iywaded by 
Lf 


pat. War, ever. fince the Year ry ye 


Kapez 


[lantt. 


2 En diftant 
ox ray Gan Seah, with Roig tore Pati ote w apenas toy heap Iucat 
+ Jans 


Leona. 


W'be fertle 
bere. 
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Sierra Jand Country aflaulted the former, who were the a Burré on the South, Biilm to the North: This 1678. 
laft, in the Author’s Time, was called Antonio Barbor. 
Bombo, The former commonly refides at a Vil-—\—— 


antient Inhabitants, with an Intent to deftroy 
the Country, and fell the Natives to the Por- 
tuguexe, then newly fettled in thofe Parts of 
Africa, but findi 


the Country fo food and 
fertile, they refolved to (cttle there. ey fold 
thofe they took, and devoured fuch as they kil- 


led in Battle. At length Defpair animated the 
Kapex: So that their barbarous Enemies have 
not yet been able to bring about their Defigns ; 
although they ftill keep Footing in the Country, 
and continue the War, in which great Numbers 
on both Sides have been deftroyed, efpecially of 
the Kapez. Many of thefe latter have fold them- 
felves for Slaves, to the Portugueze, to avoid the 
Hazard of falling, fooner or later, into the 
Hands of thofe Man-Eaters. When the Au- 
thor war here, in 1678, the War was very hot, 
and the Kapez preparing to give their Enemies a 
warm Reception ; although he was informed that 
the War was not carried-on with fuch Inhu- 
manity as formerly, the Kumbas beginning to 
grow fomewhat more civilized and peaceable 
than their Forefathers, by trading with the £u- 


ropeans, 


Bub fli? Botu thefe Nations are faid to own fome 


Fe Quoja, 


Kings of 


Bilm, and 
Bure. 


Sort of Subjeétion to the King of Queja, who 
pay refides near Cape de Monte, having 
n formerly fubdued by a King of that Na- 
tion, called Flan/ire. Vhis Man’s Succeffors ftill 
appoint a Vice-Roy over them, 
endagh, whofe Brothers once relided at Timna ; 
till falling at Variance among themfelves, they 
parted, and made War againft cach other. When 
the Author was here, the youngeft, called Fobn 
Thomas, was about feventy Years of Age; and 
had, for his Patrimony, the Village Tombey, ly- 
ing four Leagues up the far ¢ France, and 
about a League above the Village Bagos, near 
which there are feveral large, tall Trees *. The 
Englifh, for the.mott Part, anchor before Tom- 
béeteomupich is the Place neareft to their Settle- 
ment. Shjps may anchor before the Baye de 
France in’ fixteen or eighteen Fathom, clayith 
Ground; and Barbet, fomewhat lower, fays, 
that Bagos » ftands about four Leagues from the 
"Watering-Place, clofe to a little Wood; and 
that to the Eaftward of it, is Tombey, where 
there is a curious Profpeét, the Ifland Taf, ap- 
ing, from thence, at a great Diftance, and 
like firm Land, ° 
THE North Parts of the River Mitomba, from 
its —Entrance, are fubject to two petty i 


* + AChereia w Rowing the Site of thefe Paces Som whe Map of the Bay. 


© But there is no 


Guinea, p. 96, i. 

cher a Pci tongs ie, Deic beu aes oh far from the Truth. 
his’ this Cape about ten Minutes more Nertherly 

4 Tt thould be Minutes, 


lage called Barre, which confifts of about three 
hundred Huts, or Cabins, and five hundred In- 
habitants, befides Women and Children. The 
Portugueze MifGionaries formerly made fome Con- 
verts at Bilm, among whom was the King. 
Biilm, in the Country Language, fignifies /ow 
Land; Others pronounce it Bolem and Baloun ; 


b to this they add Jerre, and fo make Bilemberre, 


c the Bay, the E 


f Gale comes up 


or the good low Lands. The Coaft on the Side 
of Bilm, is low and flat, in Comparifon of the 
oppofite Shore of Biurré, or Timna ; near which 
are thofe famous Srerra Leona, being a lon 
Ridge of Mountains, and reckoned the highet 
of either North or South Guinea, except thofe of 
the Amdofes, in the Gulph or Bight. There are 
fo many Caves and Dens about thefe Mountains, 
that when a fingle Gun is fired aboard a Ship in 

cho is fo often and diftinétly re- 
peated, and the Clap fo loud and fharp, that they 
feem to be the Report of feveral Cannon. This: 
is pleafant to hear; but the Thunder is very 
dreadful at firft, each Clap being echoed with 
as much Force as the real. Hence the Portu- 
guexe call them Montes claros, that is, Mountains 
that bave a clear Sound, or Eche. 


3ix 


Nor far from_thefe Mountains, there runs- csp Lito, 
out into the Sea, Weftward, a hilly Point, much + Tagrin, 


the Name of d lower than thofe Hills, forming almoft a Penia- 


fula; over which the Blacks carry their Canoas 
on their Shoulders, when they defign to launch 
out to Sea, becaufe it faves much Trouble of 
rowing round from the Bay thither. This Point 
is called Cabo Ledo, or Tagrin; and by others, 
iby ee lying exaétly in eight Degrees, thir- 
ty Minutes of North Latitude, according to the - 
exa€t Obfervation * of the Author; who fays, 
that all the Dutch Maps lay down the Coafts of 
this Part of Guinea, thirty Degrees “ more 
Northerly than they really are, to the great 
Danger of Navigation. 


THe Flood in the Bay is of feven Hourss Titi: and’ 


and the Ebb of five. 
Eaft and by Eaft, and Eaft North-Eaft; and the 
Ebb runs out South-Weft by Weft, and Weft 
South-Weft, At full Moon, efpecially from Sep- 
tember to January, the Weather is very calm all. 
the Night, and till about Noon, when a frefh 
at South-Weft, South South-- 
Welt, and Weft South-Weit; which holds tilt: 
about ten at Night, and then the Calm fucceeds 


; * See Berbot's Defcription 

on this Author, for he (ays the fame of Cape ae 
See before, p.18.c. And 

than this Obfervation (if it be one) makes ir. 


The firt fets-in North- inc’. 
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‘+ Engl done very good Service, 1% 


VOYAGES ana 


again, 
within and without the Bay, in feven or cight 
Fathom Water, red fandy Ground. ‘The near- 
er you approach Biirvr Side, the deeper the Wa- 
ter is; as the Land is higher. A violent rapid 
Stream runs out of the River and May, to the 
North-Eaft, upon the Breaking of the Cape of 
Bilm. 

Tne River of Sierra Leona rifes a great bide 
up in the Country. A certain Black would needs 
perfuacde the Author, that the Source of it is in 
Barbary; urging, that he had traded much that 
Way along the River, the Commoditics being 
Kola Fruit and Slaves, which are bought of the 
Hlacks of Sierra Leona, by the Barbars, whom 
Barbot fuppofes to be the Moors and Arais. 
‘This River bears the Name of Mitomba, or 
Bitomba, for about twenty-five ar a 2 Leagues 
above the Mouth ; and is no farther known to 
Europeans, nor can the Natives give any good 
Account of its Source. On the South Side 
jlands a Town, called 47s A4agoas, where none 
but the Portugueze are allowed to refide for 
“Vrade; the Natives coming down the River to 
barter with the Frans and Engljh, when there 
are any Ships of theirs in the Bay *. 

Tuis River, towards its Entrance into the 
Bay, has feveral fmall Iflands and Rocks, like 
Hay-ricks: The chief are the Iflands Kogu, Ta/- 
Jey and Cart on the laftof which, nine es 
ftom the Road, before the Houfe of ‘Fobn 
mas, the Englifh have ercéted a fall Fort ; which 
has nothing confiderable, but the Advantage of 
its Situation, on a fteep Rock of difficult Ac- 
cefs, by a Sort of Stairs cut in the Rock. This 
Fort, which is a Storehoufe for the Royst ae 
can Coinpany, is of Lime and Stone, t alls 
low, has a round Flanker with five Guns, a Cur- 
tain, with Embrazures for four large Guns, and 
a Platform juft before it, with fix Guns, all well 
mounted. But the Slave-Booth is the beft Build- 
ing in it. The Garifon generally confifts of 
twenty white Men, and thirty Gromettos, or free 
Blacks, who bave a {mall Village under the Shel- 
ter of the Fort. The Mand is of little Compafs, 
and the Soil barren. According to the fame Au- 
thor, in another Place, that Fort was in a much 
better Condition in 1704; for he tells us it was 
very handfomely built, with four regular Bafti- 
ons, and had very fine Warehoufes and Lodg- 
ings within it. 
forty-four —_ F a ose the Ge was vr =e 
form, with four large Pieces, which m ve 

: Occafion. But, 
on the feventeenth of uly, that fame Year, 
two {mall French Men. of War, under the Sieur 
Guerin, attended by ning. other Sail of Ships, 


* Sce Barber's Defcription of Guinea, p. 97, & Seg. 


e Forna de St, Anna 


The Walls were mounted with f Bim favours the 


LRAVELS along 


Ships may anchor every-where, hoth a took the Fort, without any Refiftance; the 1678, 
commanding Officer, with about an hundred Barbor. 
Men, fied, on the Fleet’s Approach ; leaving in YN 


it only a Gunner, and eleven or twelve Men, 
who hred forty or fifty Shot before they furren- 
dered, 


Tue French pillaged and levelled it, after ha-Tst.« Ay cts 
ving carried thence four thoufand Elephants *'<*' 


‘Tecth, befides three thoufand that were aboard 
alittle Ship riding behind the Ifland, with A- 


b bundance of Merchandize fit for the Trade of 


the Country », 

THE Englifh had their Factory formerly on the 
Ifland Taffo; but the Dutch Admiral de Ruyter, 
at his Return from the Expedition to the Gold 
Coaf? (in 1664) put into this River, deftroyed 
the faid Fort, and took away all the Goods, a- 
mounting to a contiderable Value. The Englifh 
Company, after this Expedition of de Ruyter, 
caufed another Fort to he ereéted, for the Secu- 


c rity of its Trade on the Ifland Kogu; but the 


Natives not approving of it, or being otherwife 
diflatisfied, a up in Arms and deftroycd it, 
obliging them to retire to another Place. The 
Portugueze have feveral {mall Settlements in this 
Country, particularly one near Dondermuch, or 
Domdomuch; but very little Correfpondence 
with the Englifh of Benfe Mand, being jealous 
of them in point of T'radc. 


Tue River Mitemba, in its Courfe through Rives f./- 
. d feveral Countries, receives many fmaller Waters, /"g "+ + 


the chief whereof are Rio Karakone, flowing 
Northward, Next the River Bonda, or Tumba, 
or South AZiguel, running South-Eait, navigable 
for Ships of Burthen half Way up its Channel, 
and dividing the Xapex from the Kinser. The 
Country about it produces much Santalum W ood, 
(Sandal) or Sanders, by the Natives called Bon- 
da, and thence the River has its Name. The 
third, which wants a Name, runs towards the 


along the South Shorc, and 
lofes itfelf in the Ba » near the King of Vecteza 
Town. The Portugueze trade up thefe two laft 
Rivers in their Canoas and Brigantines. 


Tue Country all along the Sides of the RiverTewm slng 


Mitomba, is well peopled, and has many Ham-"- 
lets and Villages, fuch are thofe of Bingue, 
Tinquam, and of young Captain Lew/s, ‘The 
Soil is very fertile, whence it had the Name of 
Bilmberre, as ey ay gone The King of 
nglifo more than cither the 

Portugueze, French, or Dutch; though there 
are many of the firft who live difperfed up and 
down his Country. <8 
Tug Blacks of Tima are much in the Frenca 


Intereft. Some will have it, that the Villegas 
Serberahata lics in the Level that is between 


© Ubid. p, 428, & Seq. 6 
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Th Western Coast of AFRICA. 


ward; and that about two es farther-up 
the Country, there is a cruel and {a 
called Semawra, who are always at 
thofe of Serborakata, 

Tue Village of Captain 
is Governor of that Part of t 
in the Wood, Eaft North-Eaft, from Place 
by the French called La Fontaine de la France, 
confifting but of a few Huts built round, much 
like thofe at the Gambra*. He has felled the 
Trees for an hundred Paces fquare about his 
Houfe for arable Ground, leaving: only a few 
ftanding here and there. To the Weft the Cap- 
tain has a larger Plantation of Maez and Man- 
Jok, or Manyok. 

Tue Bay of France, where this Fountain, or 
Spring. is met with, lies about fix Leagues from 

pe i ah and is eafily kmown by the fine 
bright Colour of the fandy Shore, looking, at a 
Diftance, like a large {pread Sail of a Ship. 
The Strand there is clear from Rocks, which 
renders the Accefs eafy for Boats and Sloops to 
take in freth Water. A few Paces from the Sea 
is that curious Fountain, the beft and eafieft to 
come at of any in all Guinea, where a Ship may 
fill an hundred Cafks in a Day. Its Source is in 
the very Midft of the Mountains of Timna, 
ftretching out about fifteen Leagues in a long 
Ridge : re is no approaching it, for the ma- 
ny Tigers, Lions, and Crocodiles which har- 
bour there. Some Perfons, who would have 
made a farther Difcovery of the Country, could 
not go above two Engli/b Miles along the Chan- 
nel of one of thefe Springs, for dreadful 
Profpe@. The frefh Waters fall down from the 
high Hills, making feveral Cafcades among the 
Rocks, with a mighty Noife; then running into 
a Sort of Pond, overflow and fpread about the 
fandy Shore, where they gather again into a 
Bafon, or Cavit}, at the Foot of the Hills; and 
“runnifig over upon the Sands again, at laft mix 
with the Bea Water. This, in Mr. Barbot's O- 
pion, is one of the moft delightful Places in all 
asey : The Bafon rig receives this moe 

ing encompafled wit ever-green Trees, 
which make a delightful Shade in the moft excef- 
five Heat ; and the very Rocks ftanding about it, 
ata fmall Diftance from each other, contribute 
to-beautify the Place, Here that Author ufed of- 


ten to di 3 
however be obferved, that this 


¢ People, 
ar with 


gob Thomas, who 
Country, ftands 
the 


Ir 
has an il Effect, if taken in the Begin- 
of the Winer, or rainy Seafon, more e- 
in April: Bocaufg the violent Heats hav- 
Abundance 


rupees tht Earth, and killed 
sat Mile ieeoag rN. 4 . 
* Seed Fidei, " P 
BMarsivk mecthers weite the Wards, - 
+ Var IT - Ale en. 


“Biers §=Cape Tagrin, and the Mountains to the Eaft- a of venomous Creatures, all that megs 


b 


c 


d 
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1678. 

‘Matter is brought down by the great  Barbot. 
which defcend at that Time, infet the Ww“ 


Water, as hath been found to the Coft of ma- 
ny Sailors. Care likewife muft be taken, not to 
eat the Fruit, or drink the Water to Excefs, 
becaufe it caufes a Sort of peftilentia) Diftem- 
per, which is almoft certain Death ; at leaft very 
few efcape. 

THe Duty for Liberty of Watering and 
Wooding here, is not above the Value of four 
Weak: Coin in feveral fmall Wares and 
Toys, paid to Captain Yon Thomas. 

HE wooding is about an hundred Pa- 
ces North-Eaft, or Eaft, from the Fountain. 
The felling is very laborious, becaufe the Trees 
are clofe together, and linked from Top to Bot- 
tom with a Sort of Creepers, by the French 
called Lanes ; but the Carriage to the Water 
fide is fhort ». 

Tue Country 


The Women pound the Rice in hollow Stumps of 
Trees, and then boil it into Balls. Some of 
them wafh their Rice in Sea-Water, and fo eat 
it. 

Here are alfo Lemons, fmall juicy Oran 
Manjoka, or Kaffabi «, and Guinea Ps T; he 
no great Quantitics of any of them. Their wild 
Grapes are pretty good, and there are fome Ba- 
nanas, and three girs of Cardamoms, or Grains 
of Paradife. But farther up the River, near the 
Englifa Settlement, there is great Plenty of O- 
ranges, Lemons, Bananas, /ndian Figs, Ananas 
Pompions, Water-Melons, /gnama: (or Yams) 
Potatoes, wild Pears, white Plumbs, feveral Sorts 


of Pulfe, and the Xela Fruit*. Thefe Provifi- 
ons they ufually carry-out in large Canoas to the 
Ships in the Road. Five or fix Men row ftand- 


ing, and ufe long Paddles inftead of Oars, like 


the Blacks of Cape Lopez. 
Tuey have great Store of Cocks and Hens, Fow/ and 
wild Goats and Swine, all which coft but little, 2A. 


when bought for Brandy or Knives. Th 
tainous Country {warms with Elephants, Lions, 
Tigers, wild » fallow and red Deer, Roe- 
bucks, Apes of feveral Sorts, and Serpents; 
fome of thefe laft fo monftrous big, if we may 
credit the Natives, that they fwallow a Man 


© moun- 


whole. They have a Sort of t which never 
fails to cure the Bite of ts, which is fup- 
d to be the fame lately found in the Ifland of 


fartinice, by fome Blacks; before which many 
of the Inhabitants ufed to be killed by the Bite 
of Snakes, 


abounds in Millet and Rice, Seif end 
which are the principal Food of the Natives, Preé=#ions 


Tree: and 


Frait, 


» Argzs, Monkeys, and Baboons are fo NUMEC~ Pfonkey: 


Defcription of Gui 99, SF fag. © The 
«Deke rm tt Air bee 9.307. 
rous, 


314 VovaGes and TRAVELS along 
Sierra ous, that they over-run the Country in mighty a 1678. 
leon. Flocks, deftroying the Plantations. There are SECT. IV. Barbet 
= ¥ three Sorts of them, one called Barrys, of a 4 . wn 
monftrous Size; which, when taken young, are Obntixuatien of Barbot’s Account of Sierra 
taught to walk upright, and, Degrees, to Leona. 
d Indian Wheat, ‘to fetch Water in Cala- . : 
Pathes, or Gourds, from the River’ or Springs, The Natives, their Dreft. Charafter. Educa- 
Mew catcledon their Heads, and to turm the Spit. Thefe = tian. pe ety age. Maunfactures. 
fevtime. Creatures are fuch Lovers of Oyfters, that, at Trade of the. : Elephants Teeth. 
low Water they go down to the Shore among Goods imported, | Gevirnment, Admini- 
the Rocks, and when the Shells open with the b _/fration of Fuftice.. King, how prockaimed : 
violent Heat of the Sun, they a fmall Stone How buried. nt. Their 
between, and fo pull out the 3 fometimes Grigris, or Charms. A Grigri, or Idol. 
it happens, that the Stone flips afide, or is too 


little, and. the Monkeys bein ‘as in a HE Natives of Sierra Leena are.not of fo latinos, 
Trap, are taken or Talled by de Binks who fine and fhining Black as thofa of deiber | Drefic 
reckon their Flefh delicious. Food, as they do Verde, nor have they fuch flat Nofes. a- 


Arequd that of Elephants. The Author:once faw an  dorn their Ears with Abundance of Toys, called 
Mw, Ape boiling in a Pot at the Houfe of Captain there A¢axubos, and make feveral {mall Impreffi- 
Fobn Thomas, but could not be prevailed on to ons on their Faces, Ears,and Nofes with a redé 
eat any, although feveral. Europeans have told c hot Iron, wearing Gold Rings and Bracelets. 
him, that it is good Meat. He has feen Oyfters Both Sexes go ftark naked till about fifteen 
oof. sided a. pate one of them would give a Years of Age, when moft of them cover their 
Man a 3 but fo tough, that they are fcarce Privities with a Clout, or Piece of a Bark of a 
unlefs firft well boiled, and then fried Tree; fome have nothing but a narrow Lea- 
in , ther Thong about their Waift to ftick their 
Birds, Tue Woods harbour infinite Numbers of Knife in. 
Hoeiors, or with many | Tx Blacks of Worth and ity wear a Chara, 
other Sorts of Birds; but the Thicknefs of the hort Gown, or Frock, of ftriped Callico, like 
Trees hinders the Sport of Shooting. the Moors, being generally malicious. and turbu- 
Fink Tux Sea and Rivers furnith the Natives and d lent; they frequently fall out among themfelves, 
Travellers with Abundance of Fith, ofall the Sorts but more with the Europeans, who cannot be 
and; Sizes Bound at Goree and Cape de Verde, better revenged on them, than by burning their 
befides others unknown to Europeans, of which Huts, and. deftroying their Corn and. Roots. 
the Author made very exact Draughts*. This On the other Hand they are fober, and drink 
Lact: Bolg Benefit to Sailors, either for mut little Brandy, for Fear of being difcompofed; 
or Traffic, if be provided:avith they are likewife more fenfible and judicious than. 
er Nets and Lines, for the Negros are fola~ the Blacks of other Parts of Guinea, particylar- 
zy, that they make none; being content with ly the Kapez, who foon learn any thing. They 
fuch Fithes as the Ebb leaves among the Roeks. - were sacaet, Lermong 8 and luxurious, but are 
Tux Author has feen fome of Captain Thomas's ¢ now become braver, by reafon of the long Wars 
Slaves, catching, upon the Surface of the Wa- have had.with the Kumbas. ° 
ter, amongft the Rocks, with a Piece of a rag- very Town or Village has. ohe public pg. pris 
geal Cloth, an incredible tity ofnew-fpawn- Houle, to which all married Perfons fend their and Marci- 
5 Saber the biggeft not fo large as an ordi Daughters at.a certain Age, who are there taught «£ 


: 


3 thefe being boiled in alargeEarth- for a Year to fing, damce, ahd perform other 
en Pot, are reduced to a Sort of Pap, ifes, by an. ily i 
a 3 al ey anata themy, the Country ; and when the Year is expired, he 
Whoads cd THz whole Country is ads them to the Mar: 
Tun. Troes, that it be called ofie contin thew all 
yee eres ee 
young Men are. to 
Choice of thefe they 
to Fortune or Birth, When thé- 
Aeclared his Intention, they 


* Sep the. Plate, » See Rerist's Defocipsinn of Ginimnn,. p. 101,579, 
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The WesTERN CoasT of AFRICA. 


Siete ~=Baide’s Father and Mother, and to the old Man 
tons =who was her Tutor, or Mafter*. 
—~—~ Mast of the Blacks about the Bay fpeak ei- 
ee ther Portugueze, or Lingua Franca, and fome 
underftand a little En, ih or Dutch, The com- 
mon Lengegss the Dialect of Bilm, ahard, un- 
pleafing ongue to Strangers, very difficult to be 
defcribed *. Thefe aces make very curious Mats 
of Ruthes, and other Weeds, and dye them of feve- 
ral Colours, which are much valued by Europeans. 
On thefe Mats the Blacks lie at Night. It is 
queftioned whether the Portugueze taught them, 
or they the Portugueze, to make thofe Mats. 
Tuts River of Sierra Leona, has been long 
frequented by Ewropeans, but chiefly by the 
Englifh and French, either for Trade or Refrefh- 
ment in their Way to the Gold Coaft, or Whi- 


Manufac- 


tern, 


Trade, 


dah, The Goods purchafed here by Way of 


‘Trade, are Elephants Teeth, Slaves, Santalum 
Wood (or ae a little Gold, and much 
Bees Wax, with fome Pearls, Cryftal, Amber- 
greafe, long Pepper *, &c. 

Tue Elephants Teeth are efteemed the beft 
in all Guinea, being very white and large. The 
Author had fome ope a eighty or a hundred 
Pound, at the Rate o eighty Pound for the Va- 
lue of five Livres French Money, in coarfe 
Knives, and fuch other Toys: But the Portu- 
guexe {poil this Trade as much as they can ; 
and the Englifh, efpecially in Point of Slaves, 
which they are now forced to fetch a Breat Way 
from within Land. The Gold purchafed here 
is brought from Mundingo, and other remote 
Countries towards the Niger, or from South 
Guinea, by the Mitomba. 

Tue Coods carried thither by Europeans are 
French Brandy, and Rum; Iron Bars; white 
Callicos; Si/efa Linen; Brafs Kettles; Earthen 
Canns ; all Sorts of Glafs Buttons ; Brafs Rings, 
or Bracelets; Bugles and Glafs Beads of fuss 
Colours; Brag Medals; Ear-rings; 
Knivea, called Bo/mans, firft and fecond Size; 
Hedging-Bills and Axes; coarfe Laces; Cryftal 
Bah; inted Callicos (red) called Chintz; 
Oil of Olive ;. fmall Duffels; ordinary Guns, 
Muskets and Fufils; Mutket-Balls and Shot; 
old Sheets; Paper; red Caps; Mens Shirts ; 
all Sorts of counterfeit Pearls ; red Cotton; nar- 
row Band of Silk Stuffs, or Worfted, about half 
Yard broad, for Women, ufed about their 
Waitt“ . ° 

Tue eople of Sierra Leona have fome Cuf- 
toms ig/ Point of Government and Religion par- 
,ticular to themfelves. ‘ 
Gruiremet, Tur Ropex and Kumbos have each a diftin& 


s 
PMP ee Berbot's Defcription of Gninea, p. 100. 
Guinea, tays, the chief 
Fapre, . 100, 102, & fg, 


E I phants 
Leth, 


Goods 1m- 
ported, 


® Ibid. p. 10} 


Dutch ¢ 


rade in thefe Parts is for Slaves, Ivory, and Camwood. 
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a King or Commander in chief, who adminifters 1678. 

Juftice, and terminates Differences, according Barbs. 
to their Maxims. They hold their Courts, or —\—— 
other Affemblies, in a Funkos, or Sort of Gal- 
lery, erected round their Dwelling ; which is no- 
thing but a Parcel of round Huts built together. 
There the King fits on a Sort of Throne fome- 
what raifed from the Ground, covered with 
very fine Mats; and his Salate/guis, or Coun- 
fellors about him, on a Sort of long Chairs. 

b THE contending Parties are called in with démivifra- 
their Counfel, or Advocates. The Caufe being yh 
heard, the King takes the Opinion of his Sela- 7“ 
tefquis, who are the ableft Men in the Country, 
and according thereto ‘pronounces Sentence, 
which is executed in his Prefence. ‘Ihe {malleft 
Crimes whatever are punifhed with Banifhment. 

Tue Drefs of the Troens, or Advocates, is Drefs of rhe 
vey fingular ; they wear a Mafk on their Face, 42ers. 
and carry Snappers in their Hands; they wear 

¢ fall Bells at their Legs, and a Sort of Frock 
on their Bodies, adorned with Variety of Birds 
Feathers, which makes them look more like 
ena and Merry-andrews, than Men of 

Ww. 

Tue Ceremony of creatin 
no lefs ridiculous than the Dref 
Perfon defigned being feated in a wooden Chair, 
adorned after their Manner, the King ftrikes 
him with the bloody Pluck of a Goat, killed 

d for that Ceremony, feveral Times on the Face ; 

then rubs it all over with Meal; and puts a red 

Hat on his Head, pronouncing the Word So/a- 

tefquts. After this he is carried in the Chair 

three ‘Times about the Funéos, and for three 

Days together feafts all the People of the Vil- 

lage. The Entertainment is accompanied with 

Dancing, Fireworks and Salvos of {mall Artille- 

ry, which being over, a Bullock is killed and di- 

vided among the Guefts. 

Tue royal Dignity was hereditary before the 

Quojas fubdued this Country. The youngelt 

Son generally fucceeding, .and, for ant of 

Heirs, the neareft Relation was inftalled after 

this Manner *. 

ABUNDANCE of People having repaired to 

vifit him, as a private Perfon, he was brought O76 a 

bound from his own Houfe to the deceafed King’s, 

the People fcoffing at him by the Way, and even 

beating him with Rods. Ac his Arrival he was 

f clad ‘in the royal Ornaments, and thus led to the 
Funkos, where the Solate/quis and prime Men of 
the Country waited for him. Being come there, 
the eldeft of the Counfellors made a Speech to 
the People, fetting forth the Neceffity of crea- 


> Ibid. p. 103. © Smith, Py ty er age 
arcol, 


ting 


a Solate/quis, is Creation of 
of a Te the nfo, 


Sis 
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Sierra ting a King, and then proceeded to a Kind of a mutter, in their Devotions to thefe Idols, the ¢727, 
Loom. Pas Ry the Perfon to be invefted with that Names of Abraham, Ifaac, and Facob *, : ee 


~ ~~ Dignity. This done he prefented him with an Tue Author never that there are any —~—. 


Mew buried, 


Ax, putting it into his Hand, to fignify, that a 
good King ought to punifh Malefaétors; after 
which the King was proclaimed by the unani- 
mous Confent of the Aflembly, who paid him 
Homage, according to their Cuftom. 

Sag Heo aggre ae ore eee in the a h- 
ways leading to their Villages. They alledge 
for this Cuftom, that due eho have been fo 
much diftinguifhed above other Perfons by their 
Rank and Quality, ought to be feparated from 
them after their Death. 


Mobammedons in this Kingdom ; fuch, he fays, 
dwell far off towards the Niger. However he 
adds, that a late Author affirms, all the People 
of Balm, Timna, and Silm, as well as thofe of 
Kondo, Duoja, Folja, Gala, and Moni, to the 
South » are circumcifed after the A¢chamme- 
dan Manner: That own but one God, 


they 
b Creator of all Things, whom they call Kand; 


that they believe a future State, and do not 
yee any Creatures, not even the Sun or 
oon *, 


Tue ceremonial Part is much the fame as in 


other Countries along this Coaft, by putting into 

their Graves all their beft Goods, and ere¢cting a SECT. V. 
Roof over the fame, or covering it with Linen SrzrRrRA LEONA. 
Cloth. The fame Cuftom is ufed in private Bu- 

rials, the Corps being always attended, more or By Mr. Atkins. 


lefs, according to the poag Aasd the Perfon, by c 
feveral hired Mourners and Weepers, who howl 
or cry more or lefs, as are paid. 

Portuguere THE Portugueze Miffionaries made many 

Geewerfem. Converts formerly in this Country, the People 

following the Example of their King Fatima 

and fome Grandees, whom the Jefuit Bareira 
baptized about the Year 1607. But they all re- 
turned again to their own more natural Idolatry. 

Tus Negros here as elfewhere, at their Necks, 


The anchoring Place. Private Traders; Their 
Manners: Trade, Captain Tombo /everely 
whipped; How made a Slave. Manatea, or 
Sea bow: Negros Way of taking them. Alli- 

gator defcribed: Battle with a Man. The 

Shark defcribed: Inflances of its Boldne/s and 

Voracity. Fifh, Variety of : Ten-Pounders : 

Old-Wives: Cavalloes: Barricudoes: Cat-Fifh: 

Oyfters. 


Tier Gri- 

srisjer Arms and Elbows, Breafts and Legs, weard 

Cherm. — Grigris*, or Spells, confifting of Toys and for- HE — of Sierra Leona is known by 2 Agciering 
did T ings, to which they diligently pray : They fingle Tree much larger than the reft, Place. 
likewife fet apart, every Time they eat and high-Land on the back of it. In failing-up 
drink, a {mall Portion for them, and will never the River, they kept on the Starboard Side, and 
venture to Sea, or on Rivers in their long Ca- anchoredin the third Bay ; where is verycommo- 
noas, without fuch Store of this Trafh about dious Watering and Wooding, and regular Tides, 
them, as they fancy will preferve them from all as in any Part of the Channel of England. 
Manner of Accidents ;-for they fuppofe the Gri- Tuts anchoring-Place is about five Leagues p,jnare 
gri has a particular peri’ upon the Sea; fhort of Benjz, or Brent Ifland, where Mr. Traders. 
and when the Voyage is ended, thank it for the e Pluntet was then chief Faétom, The private 
Care it has bad of them. Traders, fettled on the Starboard-Stde, seere a- 

8Grigti, _ THe Author once faw in the Wood between bout thirty in Number, loofe rivateerihg Blades, 

«id, the Fountain and the Vi Weiltward of it, who, if they cannot trade fairly with the Na- 


a Fetifh Grigri, or Idol of Clay, reprefenting a tives, will rob; though not fo much to amafs 
Mas Had fet upon a Pedeftal, under a fmall Riches, as to put themfelves in a Capacity of 
Hut, to cover it from the Weather. He was living well and treating their Friends, being al- 
told a ie many of thefe Idols upon the iy agent ge if they can keep their Stock 
Roads the Countries of Balm and Timna, at Par, and, with their Profits, purchafe, from 
and near their. Houfes, to preferve and bonour Time to Time, -Beer, Wine, Cyder, and: 
the M of their deceafed Relations and f fuch Neceflaries, of* Bri/ol Shipspemhich, more 
Feiendh; libewie, that fometimes the Negros. frequently than others, put in there. a thefe,, 
' © By the Freuch,. Grifgris . bat Grigri comes, neareht Feb/on's i 

cali ad Ra ies bipennate Bier Go 


* This and fome other’ 


ircumftances to. be taken from Filloult. Defcription of Guinea, p. 103, & feg.. 
as Piraté: Bay, which Mr. Smith, in hie Map of Sisrra Leome, améng his Draughs of C~'--- 
makes the firt Cove from the Cape. 


Yebn- 


Sierra 


Their 


Manne-s. 


Yiwr Trade. ters Command. The 


Captian 
Tombo 
wud ped. 


Now made a hide, as though, afhamed of. The 


Slave. 


Th WeseTeRn Coast of AFRICA, 
Fobn Leadftine*, commonly called Old Cracker, a he had killed two of them, in his Defence, . be- 1724. 


is reckoned the moft thriving. 

Tuer all keep Gromettas (or Negro Servants) 
whom they hire from Sherbro River, at two Acys, 
or Bars, a Month. The Women keep Houfe, 
and are obedient to any Proftitutions their Maf- 
en-Servants work in the 
Boats and Periagoas,- which go a trading in 
Turns, with Coral, Brafs, Pewter Pans, Pots, 
Arms, Englifs Spirits, &c. and bring back from 


fore he was taken and bound. 
SIERRA LEONA River is ve 
this Place; but, ten or twelve Miles higher, 
narrows to half the Breadth of the Thames at 
London, being fpread, on both Sides, thick with 
mgroves.. Thefe are Trees, or flender Wood 
Shrubs, that {pring from the low, watery Banks 
of Rivers in warm Climates. From the Branches 
the Sap defcends again, and takes a fecond Root, 


the Rio Nunes, Slaves and Teeth; and from b and fo ona third, é'c. fo that the Ground is all 


Sherbro, Camwood for Dyers. A Sloop or two 
is the moft that is loaded from the latter Place in 
a Year, and that with Difficulty, heing obliged 
to go far-up the River, narrow and befet with 
Mangroves, which makes it fickly. 

THE Ivory here is of the Elephant or Sea- 
Horfe, great and {mall ; the former fold at about 
forty Acys, per Quintal, in Exchange, the other 
at balf that Price. 

THE Slaves, when brought Here, have Chains 
put on, three or four linked together under the 
Care of their Gromettas, till Opportunity of 
Sale; and then go at about fifteen Pounds a 
good Slave, allowing the Buyer forty or fifty per 
Cent, Advance on his Goods. 

Trese Slaves are placed under Lodges, near 
the Owner’s Houfe, for Air, Cleanlinefs, and 
Cuftomers better viewing them. The Author 
obferved moft of them were very dejected. 


Once looking over fome of Old Cracker’s he d Slaves; they weigh five or fix hundred 


took Notice of one who was of a tall, ftrong 
Make, and bold, ftern Afpect. This Fellow 
feemed to difdain the other Slaves for their Rea- 
dinefs to be examined, and fcorned to look at 
the Buyers, refuling to rife or ftretch-out his 
Limbs as the 
him an unmeroiful Whipping, with a cutting 
Manatea-Strap, from Cracker’s own Hand; who 


had“yertainly killed him, but for the Lof he 
muft{thave fuftathed by it. The Negro bore it all 
with animity, fhrinking very little; but 


fhed a Tear or two, which he endeavoured to 
Company, 
upon this, being: curious to know how Cracker 
came-by him: He told them, that this Perfon, 
called Captain Zomba, was a Leader of fome 
Country Villages which oppofed them and their 
Trade, at the River Nunes, killing their Friends 
there and firing their Cottages: That the Suf- 
ferers, by the Help of his (Cracker’s) Men, 
baving rized him in the Night, about a 
Month* before, brought him thither; but that 


* In Fodnfon's Hi of 
ssilled Doadiaee, Bo 


Athins's Voya 


c 


f 


covered, and it- becomes very difficult, if not 
impoffible, for Men to penctrate. This makes 
them fit Haunts for the A4anatea and Crocodile, 
(Sea-Cow and Alligator) which, with the Sharks, 
very much infeft the River. A Story or two of 
thefe Creatures may not be unacceptable ». 


3°17 


Ackins. 


broad in—\— 


THe Manatea is about eleyen or twelve Foot Manates, 
Jong, and, in Girt, half as much: She hast’ Sa-Cous 


Teeth, only in the back Part of her Mouth, 
which are like the Ox’s, as is alfo her Muzzle 
and Head, with this Difference, that her Eyes 
are {mall in Proportion, and her Ears you can 
fearce thruft a Bodkin in. Clofe to her Ears al- 
moft, are two broad Fins, &xteen or eighteen 
Inches Jong, that feel, at the Extremities, as 
though jointed ; a broad Tail; the Cuticle granu- 
lated, and of a Colour and Touch like Velvet ; 
the true Skin is an Inch thick, and, by the Weft 
Indians, ufed in Thongs for punithin aed 
eight ; 
the Fleth is firm, and cuts-fat, the Lean ia 
white like Veal: Boiled, ftewed, or roafted it 
has no fifhy Tafte, but is as acceptable a Treat 
as Venifon to Cockneys. 


Tue Negros Way of taking them is in a Ca~ Negras Way. 


with as little Noife as poffible, (fhe being ex- 
tremely quick of hearing :) When near enough, 
a Man placed ready in the Boat’s-Head, ftrikes 


¢ his Harpoon, at the End of a Jong Pole, into 


her, and lets go. She makes towards the Man- 

groves immediately ; and the Water being fhal- 

low, they now and then get Sight of the Pole, 

and fo follow, renewing the Btrokes till they 

kill, or weary her, and.then drag her afhore. 
Mr. 4 TK 


Mafter. commanded. This got moa, which they paddle towards the Manatea'! me 


INS fays, that the Alligator an- Aiperer d- 


fwers in all Refpects to, and doubtlefs is, the/”’ 


# gyptian Crocodile®, It is fhaped not unlike the 
Lizard, but of two hundred Weight perhaps ; 
covered with hard Scales, impenetrable to Shot, 
unlefs verynear. It has long Jaws fet with tharp 
Teeth ; two very large and two {mall Fins, 


Pirates, p. 128; (where much the fame Account is given of thefe Gentlemen} 

Leadft d been an old Buckancer, and, in 1720, had the beit Houfe among them, with 

wo or three Guns before his Door, to falute his Friends, the Pirates, when they put-in there. ® See 
to Guinea, Brazil, and the We/! Indies, in 1721, p. 39, & /rqg. 

mence obferved by feyeral Authors, and is difcernable from the large Figure which we have 


¢ There is a Diffe- 
given of each. 


like: 
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a like Hands: A Tail thick and continuous. It a own Know 


will live a long Time out of the Water, being 
\“V™\ fold frequently alive in the Ma Indies.” They 
are not fhy, but rather bold; and tg eafil 

waked, will not make-off prefently: For the 
Boats, falling-down the Stream, came within a 
few Yards of them, before they ftirred from the 
little muddy Nooks they formed in their 
Egrefs from the Mangroves, where they lay 
bafking in the Sun. hen they Roat upon the 
Water, they lie very ftill and like a ion 
Timber; till the little Fry underneath come un- 
warily {porting about them, they roufe of a fud- 
den, diving very quick upon their Prey. 

Ons of thefe fet-upon a Man, belonging to a 
Sloop from Sherbro; The Sailor being mellow 
with Liquor, to avoid walking round a Bay, 
would needs wade over a weedy Part of it 
up to his Breaft. In the Way, the Alligator 
feized him ; and the Fellow having full Courage 
ran his Arm down the Animal’s Throat: How- 
ever, the Crocodile got loofe, and renewed the 
Battle two or three Times, till a Canoa paddled 
to the Man's Relief; but he was torn unmerci- 
fully on his Buttocks, Arms, Shoulders, Thighs, 
and Sides, though he recovered of his Wounds ; 
and had not the Creature been young, muft cer- 


Battle with 
a Man. 


c 


tainly have been killed. 
The Shark SHARKS very much infeft the Mouth of this 
afvibed. River; the moft bold and ravenous of the wa- 


tery Tribe ; He never forfakes your Hook till d 
he is taken. The Men of the Swallow Man of 
War have catched three in lefs than half an 
Hour. Each was eight or ten Foot long, and 
their Livers yielded ten Gallons of Oil. 
They have four or five Rows of fhort fharp 
Teeth, one within another, and the Sides 
of them indented like Saws: Their Swallows 
fourteen and fixteen Inches wide. In the Maws 
found Beef-Bones, and what other Trath 
been thrown over-board in the Day; for ¢ 
they are like the Parfon’s Barn. turn on 
ee to take org Prey. Our y erae en 
re eat the tho v ; 
the Fault of al) carnivorous Anita igs 
Tuesz oan ee eee he Bigeck or 
more, pretty coloured hi ifh, i of 
Herrings, attendi called Pilots: They 


w, or faften on his Back, 
in a familiar Manner. ‘They are fuppofed, like 


the Jackall to the Lion, to be inftrumental in f thing 


procuring him Prey, and warning him of Dan- 

ers in Shoals; for which they receive Food and 
otection from the Shark. 

THE Author relates two Inftances, within his 


* Called, by other, a Sepw, 
is deferibed hereafter, in the Natural Hifory. 


Faflances of 
in Baldo, 


of b Swell of the Sea, 


» See the Plate, Pg. 3: 
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» to thew the Boldnefs and Ra- 1721, 
pacity of this Fith. The firft is, That the /y- Atkins, 
mauth’s Barge rowing up Gambra River ; a Shark —~—4 
made to it, and, notwithftanding the Noife of 

fo many Oars, feized one of them in his Mouth, 

and a 8 it in two. 

At Wydab, a very dangerous Coaft, a Canoa, 
attempting to land with Goods from a Merchant- 
Ship, overfet: A Shark, nigh-Hand, feized up- 
on one of the Men in the Water; and, by the 
they were both caft on Shore : 
For all this, the Shark never quitted his Hold, 
but with the next Afcend of the Sea carried him 
clear-off. 

In fhort, their Voracity refufes nothing; Can- 4x4 try. 
vas, Ropeyarns, Bones, cr &fc. = Theeiy. 
Author has feen them frequently feize a Corpfe 
as foon as it was cominitted to the Sea, tearin 
it to Pieces, and devouring the very Hammock 
that fhrouded it, without fuffering it once to 
fink, though loaded with a great Weight of Bal- 
laft for that Purpofe. 

THERE are, in the Bays of this River, Va-Fif, Y- 
riety of so Fith, that fupplies the Scarcity of" 
Fieth ; Turtle, Mullet, Shute, Ten-Pounders, 
Old - Wives, Cavalloes, Baricudoes, Sucking- 

Fifth, Oyfters, Cat-Fifh, Bream, and Num 
Fifh, moft of which they catched, in great 
Numbers, with their Searn*, two or three 
Hours in a Morning, fupplying a Belly-full to 
the whole Ship’s-Company. 

Trn-Pounpbers are like Mullets, but full of rn- 
fmall Bones like Herring Bones, Old - Wives Ponders 
are a fcaly flat Fith, half as thick as long, called°!4-¥i~ 
fo from the Refemblance the Face is fancied to 
have with that of a Nun. Cavalloes are a bright, cy i4-1. 
Silver-coloured Fith, with a prickly Ridge on 
cach Side, half its Length. jeudoes are 2 Barriudors. 
well tafted Fifh, a Foot and a half long, but 
not wholefome, if the Roof of be 


the Mout 
black. The Sucking-Fith are formething lik$ the 
ry gy underneath, they have ‘lat, 
of three Inches and an half over, granulated like 


a Nutmeg-Grater >; with this they ftick fo faft, 

as dificultly to be torn from the Deck. They 

often infeft the Shark, ftick faft, and fuck their 
Nourifhment from him. The Cat-Fith is foc rig, 
called from four flender Fibres, like Whitkers, 
fprouting from the under Part of his Mouth «. 

Tre and Numb-Fith have * fome~o4.n, 

jar; the former growimg, or rather 


fti in Bunches of twenty oc thirty, 
S Rota with they 


upon the Rocke and roves, to 
feemingty grow, very and ill-tafted *, 
© See Plate XIV. * The tattes 


Askins's Voyage t2 Guiera, Sec. 9. 43, & fore. 
SECT. 


The WesTeRn Co 


SECT. V. 
Continuation of Atkin’s Account of Sierra Leona. 


The Country very woody. Their Lugars and Lol- 
Ins. Soil and Trees: The Pine-Apple. Diet 
of the Natives; Their Perfons ; Women, and 
their Employment : Their Houjes : Form of their 
Towns. Tree full of Kubilot Birds-Nefs. Ci- 
wet~Cat. Purgatory Liquor, Diverfions of the 
People. Vifit to Signor Jofeph, a Convert, In- 
conveniences x § the Country. Jofeph’s Enter- 

ay 


Serra 
Leona. 
wey 


tainment : of faluting. Their Grigries, 
.or Charms. 
Country erry Country about Sierra Leona is fo thick 
woody. {pread with Wood, that you cannot pene- 


trate a Pole’s Length from the Water-Side, un- 
Icfs between the Town and Fountain whence 
ay. fetch their Water, without a great deal of 

. Difficulty. They have Paths, however, through 
thefe Woods, to their Lol/as and Lugars, which, 

. though but a Mile or two fromthe Town, are 
freqaent the Walks of wild Beafts, dhe Author 
having found their Excrements up and down 
here, white, and mixed with Officles, 


gteir i- LUGARS ase open, clear Places, fowed 

pas eet with Rice, &c. The Lellas too are cleared of 
Wood, but barren, and the Habitations only of 
Bug-a-bugs. This Infcét is a Species of the Ant; 
they build not above a Foot and an half high ; 
are whitifh, and {maller than the common. Sort ; 
have a Sting, and devour Cloaths, 

Beil and Tue Shores hereabouts, like thofe of Sweden, 

Tren, are rocky, and without any Cover of Earth al- 
moft, yet produce large Trees, the Roots fpread- 
ing onthe Surface. The chief-of them are the 
Palm, the Coco, and the Cotton -Trees *. 

The Pine» 

Apple 


HER- Vegetables, for Food, are Rice, 
Y: Plantajp#, Pine-Apples, Limes, Oran- 
ges y"Palm-Nuts, wild Roots and Ber- 
ries. The Pine-Apple, which is their Prince of 


Fruits, is about the Bignefs of a Pazony, but 
does not grow fo high. It is a beautiful green 
and yellow; firm and juicy as a Melon, eaten 
with Wine and Sugar. Some, of a ftrong Fancy, 
imagine all Sorts of Fruit to be tafted in it; but 
to the Author, -it always left a ftinging abfter- 
gent Flavour. Plantains and are a very 
cemtmon Fruit». 


Lime,Treas, about as big as the Engl. 


feveral Roots, and have an oval 


z is fmaller, but of a ftronger- 


Apple, .drife 
heaf: The Fruit. 


Bipaies,. p. 198.- 
Re atin'sVormen toGaioen,. cep. 48, & feq9-- 
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a Scent and Flavour than Lemons. In the Woods 1741, 
alfo are many Seville-Orange Trees, the Fruit Atkins. 


largeft and beft tafted of any the Author ever ——\— 
met. Papais, is the Size of a moderate Melon, 

green as that, and full of Seeds, which th-own 

out, and the Outfide d, is ufled with Meat 
buttered and falted. They grow twenty or thirty 

Foot high *. 

THEse Roots and Fruits are their common pice of rie 

Suftenance, the Gift of Providence without their Narre. 
b Care; they might abound in them, but prefer 

Eafe and Indolence, he pas 4, ag among 

them, who can afford to eat Rice all the Year 

round. Kid and Fowl! they have a few, which 

were all the domeftic Animals the Author faw. 

Rice is fown in fwampy Grounds. It grows 
the Height of Wheat, and from the Top of the 
Stems, fhoot very flender Stalks, bearing the 
Rice, grained one above another to a vat In- 
creafe; a Peck yielding above forty Buthels: 

c Yet, fuch is their Idlenefs, that there is often a 
Deficiency fupplied from Sherbro, 8c. 

Tue Men are well-limbed, clean Fellows,'73,;, Py. 
flattifh nofed, and many with Exemphala/es, (or joni. 
Rupture of the Navel) the Effeét of bad Mid- 
wifry, or ftraining in their Infancy to walk ; 
for they are never taught, but creep upon a Mat 
on all-Fours, till they have Strength: to erect 
themfelves; and, notwi ding this, are fel- 
dom diftorted. The People here do not circum- 

d cife, but the Slaves brought from the Northward 
are frequently fo, perhaps from bordering on 
larokko *, well thaped 

Tus Women are not nigh fo 2S Homer, ond 
the Men: Childing, and thee Breall always pen-st-- = 
dulous, ftretches to fo unfeemly a 
and Bignefs, that fome, like the Zgyptian:, the 
Author believes, could fuckle over their Shoul- 
ders. . Their being employed in all Labour, 
makes them robuft ; for fuch.as are not Gromet-: 

e tas work hard in Tillage, make Palm-Oil, or 
fpin Cotton ; and when chey are free from fuch 

ork, the idle. Hufbands put them upon braid- 
ings and fettifhing out their woolly Hair, (in 
which Sort of Ornament they are prodigious 
proud and curious) keeping them every Day,-for 
many Hours together, at it‘. 

TuerR Houfes are low little Huts, not quites, , puj,. 
fo bad as many in Yerdfire, built with wooden. 
Stockades, (or-Forkillas) fet-in the Ground in a 

f round or me Form, and thatched with Straw. 
They are fwept clean every Day; and for Fur-- 
niture, have a Mat or two to lie down upon ;- 
two or three earthen or. wooden Dithes,. and- 


Defcription of thele Trees, Mr. Atkins refers his Readers to the firft Volame of the Hiftory of the: 
» See the Natural Hiftory hereafter. 
4 They sre many hundred Mile: fram Masotho: The-Reafon is, . they are 


© See Bo/man's Defcription of ar, 


Stool» - 


20 
Sierra Stools, with a Spoon, all of their own making. a 
wont “They are idle, principally from Want of Arts 
and domeitic Employments; for they are fo cau- 
tious of plinting too much, and watting their 
Labour, that they are really improvident; {moak- 
ing all Day in Jong Reed-Pipes ; unpligued with 
To-morrow, or the Politics of Europe, 

Wore Towns fhift their Habitations, ei- 
ther when they do not like their Neighbours, or 
have more Conveniency fomewhere clfe: Soon 
clearing Ground enough for what Building and b 
Culture a! propofe to fet on Foot. Signor 
[fees a Chriftian Negro of this Place, had 
ately, with his People, left a clean, well-built 
‘Town, and removed farther-up the River. The 
Huts (of this abandoned Town) were moftly or- 
bicular, and placed fo, as to form a fpacious 

fquare Area in the Middle, facing which were 
the Doors, paved with Cockle-Shells; there 
ftood two or three Croffes*, and round about 
were planted Lime-Trees, Papays, Plantains, 
Pine-Apples, and a few Bee-Hives: Thefe latter 
are made out of Pieces of old Trecs, three Foot 
long, hollowed and raifed on two Poles. 
AgreatCv- _ In the Middle of the Area was a great Curio 
witty, — fity; a large Tree with five hundred Nefts, at 
Jeaft, upon it. This is a fmall familiar Bird *, 
that builds thus about their Towns, upon the 
extreme flender Twigs, hanging like Fruit ; and 
declares the Wifdom of Inftinét, fince it is de- 
figned a Security for their Young, againft Mon- d 
keys, Parrots, Squirrels, &c. whofe Weight can- 
not, by fuch Twigs, be fupported. 

Bot Sexes dally anoint their Body and Limbs 
with Palm-Oil, fome ufe Civet, but all together 
caft a ftrong, di Smell. 

THe Civet is about as large asa Ram-Cat, comes 
from about Sheréro; its Head like a Fox’s. The 
Male only affords this, at the Rate of three or four 
Grains a Day, gathered with a Quill out of a little 
Cod, or Hole, near the Jnteffinum Redfum. 

PALAAVERS are their Courts of Judica- 
Jedicaters ture; where the principal, or elderly Men a- 
mongft them meet in 2 Ring, or under a Lodge, 
to fettle the Differences that arife amongft them- 


- 
2 


Farin of their 
Fon 7. 


c 


Crwar-Cart, 


e 
Courts of 
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Ow a Charge of Murder, Adultery, or any 1721, 
other heinous Crime among them, the fulpected ~ Ackins, 
Perfon muft drink of a sed Water his Judges “VJ 
prea which is called purging the Criminal se ag 
f the Sufpeéted be of ill Life, or bore Malice?” 
to the Deceafed, fo that though pofitive Evi- 
dence be wanting, the Surmifes againft him are 
ftrong, they wilt give him a Quantity of the 
purging Liquor to kill him; but if inclined to 
fpare, they give him lefs, or make it weaker, 
that he may appear innocent to the Friends and 
Relations of the Deceafed. 

PANYARRING is a Term for Man-ftealing 
along the whole Coaft: Here it is ufed alfo for 
ftealing any Thing elfe; and by Cuftom (which 
is their Law) every Man has a Right to take 
from another fo much as he can prove afterwards 
to have been defrauded of, by any Body in the 
Place where he was cheated ¢, 

Dancinc is the Diverfion of their Evenings : Diverjfem, 

Men and Women make a Ring in an open Part 
of the Town, and one at a Time fhews his Skill 
in antic Motions, with a great deal of Agility. 
The Company make the Mufic by clapping their 
Hands together, helped by the louder Noife of 
two or three Drums, e of a hollowed Piece 
of Tree, and covered with Kid-Skin. Some- 
times one fees them al! ranged in a Circle laugh- 
ing, and with uncouth Notes blaming or praifing 
fomebody in the Company. 

Durino the Author’s Stay at this Port, hev7/r 1 Sig- 
paid a Vifit to Signor Fofeph, about nine Miles”” Joep!- 
up the River. The Reafon of his leaving the 
other Town, he told me, was the frequent Pa- 
laavers he was engaged in on account of Diffe- 
rences between his People and the Grimattoes 4, 
and the great Expence he was at in fo near a 
Neighbourhood with the Englifs. He had been 
in England and Portugal; at the laft Place he 
was baptized. He has built a little Oratog? for 
his Peoples Devotions, and ere: Crofs } and 
taught feveral of his Kindred Letters #:fferfing 
among them little Romi/b ey ich and 
many of them are known by Chri/fian Names. 

Thofe of the Country never have but one. 
Moufi, or Moefes, Yarrat, and Kambar are very 
common Names to the Men; Bawlim and Kr- 


sop ce cd tage el tl penn ee bullé to the Women. Others take the Cogno- 
his Hand to his Face. W have men from their Difpofition ; as, Lion, Lamb, 
what each er oe fay, they determine by Bear, » ke. our Danif> Anceftors. — 
Vote who has the Reafon of the Thing on their f Tue are cleanly, and of good Tem- Incsrer- 
Side, and fo pumith or acquit. In Cafe of For- per, very docible, and with for iffionaries, "eres of 
nication, the Party (whether Man or Woman) 28 Signor Fafeph told the Author. But Mr. t=" 
ia fold for a Slave: If a white Man lies with the ies obferves, that there is no [nvitation in ¢ 
Slave of another, he is bound to redeem ber at 2 barren Soil, where Neceffaries are fearce, and 
current Price. there is Danger from wild Beafts (efpopially, 

* BreGed doubdets by Signor Fosaps. » This ia thé Kabuler, ot Fither-Bird, mentioned often befor: 
See p. 55- * See Arkins’s Voyage to Guizse, er. p. 50, & foge. * Or, patcea NO 
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Wolves) but a Mile from home. Then there are a like, often ferves the Purpofe*. In Honour of 1728, 


about their Houles, Rats, Snakes, Toads, Muf- 
quitos, Centipes, Scorpions, Lizards, and innu- 
merable Swarms of Ants, Of thef€ laft there are 
three Sorts, white, black, and red, which build 
eight or nine Foot high, dig-up the Foundation 
of their stripes in two or three Years, or 
turn a Cheft of Cloaths to Duft (if not watch- 
ed) in as many Weeks. 

Tuis Negro, by the Advan of Trade, 
has in fome Meafure relieved the Wants of his 
own Family, or Towns: They are tolerably 
ftocked with Guinea-Hens, Fith and Venifon 
while the Country, Miles off, he fays, have 
little to feed on but Honey and Manjoko Root. 
He received the Englifh in an European Drels, 
(Gown, Slippers, Cap, &c.) and fent his Ca- 
noas out to fhew them the Diverfion of chafing 
the Manatees. They brought one afhore in two 
Hours Time, of which they had ftewed, roaft, 
and boiled Meat, with 2 clean able-Cloth, Knives 
and Forks ; befides Variety of Wines and ftrong 
Beer for their Entertainment. The Fleth of this 
Creature was white, and not fifhy, but very 
tough» and feafoned high (as are all their Dithes) 
with Ochre, Malaguetta, and Bell-Pepper. 

His Kinfwomen came into the Room after 
Dinner, and to them other Neighbours, faluting 
thofe of their own Colour, one by one, 

making a Bend of their right Elbow, fo that the 
Hand comes nigh the 
whom the addrefies, is in the fame Pofture: Then 
anixing their Thumbs and middle Fingers toge- 


ther, they {nap them gently off, and retreat with 
a finall Quaker-like Obeifence, decent , and 
without Hurry or Laugh. They fhewed likewife 
much good Nature towards one another, in di- 


viding two or three Bifcuits, and half a Pint of 
Citron-Water Ley a by the Engi) into 
twefity Parts, rather any one fhould mifs a 
Tafta, In Costlufion, Signoe Fofins faw them 
to the Bef, "and took Leave with the fame Com- 
plaifance he had treated them. 

Tre _—* of the People here, if it may 
be called fi 4 confifts bs their pera to 
Gregries*: E one keeps in his Houfe, in 
his Cave, ox shot his Perfon, fomething that 
he ip pee cn and that he imagines can 
and defend him from Misfortune; in the 
Manner that the -Fglks in England re- 
gard Charms, but with more Fear. The Matter 
of thefe Gregries are wes various, cither a 
chébvedPiece of Wood, a Bundle of peculiar lit- 
fle Sticks, or Bones; a Monkey’s Skull, or the 


* Ov, Grogoris:, a5 Fobfon calls them 5 and Grifgris, the French Authors. 
‘he Cokes of Morerals for Relicks Sounncher Farber than the Papifs. More on this Head will be given 
© Sce Aphins’s Voyage toGuimea, kee. 9.53, 
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Supplemental Account of Sierra Leona: 
From Labat. 


Country of Sierra Leona. Rivers on the Coaft. 
Bay of France. River Mitomba. Soi! and 
Air, Mangroves deferibed. Birré Town: How 
built. Beds and Arms of the Natives. The 
Inhabitants: Their Wives: Religion. Their 
Fetithes. Soil and Fertility. 
Apes: Their Cunning. Commodities and Trade. 
The Gold and Slave-Commerce. 


b 


HE River of Sierra Leona is one of the 

moft confiderable in all Africa, the Mouth 

c being reckoned four Leagues broad. Two fa- 
mous Capes bound the Country of the fame 
Name : t to the North is called Cape de /a 
Vega; that to the South, Cape Tagrin, Lede +, 
or Sierra Leona. Thefe Capes form a fpacious 
Bay, in which the River of Sierra Leona dif- 
oe itfelf ; fo called, becaufe it comes from 
the Sierra Leona, or Sierra de los Leones, that is, 
the Mountains of Lions, as the Portuguexe Words 


import. 

Ta Country round this Bay is one of the 
beft in all Africa ; the Soil being extremely fer- 
tile, and well watered with many Rivers, up 
which a great Trade might be carried, if they 
were navigable. The Chief of thefe are, the 
Rivers of Stones, Karkats, Pichel, Palmas, Pan- 
gue, Kamgranee, Kaffe, Karekannes, Kapak, and 
Tambafine, mott of which come from the Moun- 
tains, called Machemala, that crofs the Country 
from North to South, and join that of Sierra 
Leona. The River of Sierra Leona goes alfo by 
the Names of Tagrin and Mitomba, which it is 
proper to obferve, to prevent making three Rivers 


of one. What has given Occafion to this Va- 
riety of Names, is, that the Entry of the River 
is embarraffed on the North Side by Sands, and 


on the South by Iflands, which form three Chan- 
nels. ‘Thofe to the North and South are deep 
and clear, and may be fafcly pafled at all Times: 
The middle one is 
f Rocks and Shoals. 

ood Burthen may fail up the River eighty 
SD esasiia; there being all along from fix to fixteen 
Fathom. ‘ 
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Sierra WHEN you have entered the 
cca pailed the litle MMe, called St. at es, you per~ 

Bey of  ctive the Coaft of Cape Zagrin, or Sierra Leona, 

France. forms feveral Bays (or Coves) opening to the 

North-Weft. The fourth of thefe, neareft the 

River, is called the Bay of France, and is the 

fafeft as well as moft commodious for Wood and 

Water. The Natives have a Tradition, that the 

Normans had a Faétory here, thewing the Placc 

where it ftood near one of the three Fountains, 

fo much eftcemed on account of their excellent 

Water; and indeed this Situation would be very 

proper for a Settlement, or Fort. The Negros 

ftill retain a great Affection for the French, which 

Language they fpeak from Father to Son. Ships 

may anchor in this Cove in fixteen Fathom a 

Mutket-Shot from Shore, oppofite the Foun- 

tains. 

Tue River of Sierra Leona Separates two 
Kingdoms, that of Bilox* to the North, and 
that of Burré to the South. The Stream here 
grows narrow, and is not above two Leagues 
broad. Five or fix Leagues higher it ftraitens to 
one, and fo in Proportion as you go-up. The 
South-Shore is covered with large Trees, efpe- 
cially Palms of all Kinds. The River abounds 
with Filh, which draws great Numbers of Cro- 
codiles here. There are feveral Ifles init, whale 
Soil is rich and good, producing without Culture 
all the Neceffaries of Life, and in great Perfec- 
tion: But the chief Advantage of Sierra Leona 
is the Salubrity of the Air, which frees Strangers 
from the malignant Diftempers fo common and 
fatal on the Guinea-Coaft. Thefe Iles, like the 
Land, abound in Palm-Trees, which yeild ex- 
cellent Wine, of which the Negros confume a 
vaft Quantity, being great Drinkers*. The Eu- 
ropeans imitate them in this‘, though fometimes 
Mengrws, at the Hazard of their Lives. Thefe Ifles are 
bordered with Mangrove-Trees, which form a 
Kind of natural Fence. The Wood is excellent 
for Fireing or Charcoal. It is compact, hard, 
and heavy. The Trees multiply themfelves ; their 
Branches, when arrived at a certain Height, 

ing back to the Ground, or Water, and 
taking Root again *. 

Tue Town where the King of Burré refides 
dew built. ia eight Leagues from the River’s Mouth, on the 

Side. It is compofed of about three hun- 
deed Houfes, which are round, and built all one 
Way, with 
have a greater Number of Huts. The Side-Pofts 
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aCone. Thefe they cover with Reeds or Palm-  tabat. 
Leaves, interwoven through the Lathe fo clofe ———~ 
and thick, as to be impenctrable to Sun or Rain. 

The Side-Walls are formed of Reeds and {mall 
Branches faftened between the Pofts, over which 

they lay a Coat of Lime, made of burnt Shells, 

which gives their Huts a clean Look, but does 

not laft long, becaufe they mix no Sand with it. 

The Fire-Place is in the Centre, and the Smoke 


b iffues through a Hole in the Top. Although the 


c Floor, which is of Clay, and ae 


Climate is hot, yet the Nights are cold and moift, 
fo that the Negros keep conftant Fires. The 
Doors of thefe Huts are fquare, the Threfhold 
being raifed a Foot from the Ground. ‘I‘hey are 
commonly two Foot broad, and three high; fo 
that you muft ftoop to go-in, and fat ae 
muft enter fideways. 

Treir Beds confift of Jarre Reed-Mats, Mex Bits 
thick, and laid on each other a above thes” dim, 
very clean. 

Their Weapons hang near their Beds, fuch as 
Sabres, Poinards, large Flemifh Knives, Afla- 
gayes, Bows and Arrows, which they poifon 
when they go to War, by fteeping them in the 
Juice of a Pie, which is a mortal Poifon. La- 
bat judges it to be the Manzanille Apple®. Some 
of them have Fire-Arms, of which they are very 
fond, and know how to ufe, being taught by the 
Normans. The Portugueze and Erglifp, who re- 


d fide here, have been wife enough to fell them 


€ 


few Guns, and thofe but in bad Order. 

THe King’s Houfe, or rather his Huts, are Xing: Po- 
in the Centre of the Village, and refemble thofe lace. 
of his Subjects. Some are a little larger, which 
he keeps for the Europeans, or Strangers who 
vifithim. Tbefe Princes are exceedingly beloved 
by their Subj whom they govern with great 
Lenity and Juttice. 

a Men and Women of Birré are Repies bd Inbabe- 
well-fhaped, generally of a pleafi > pheir’”’* 
Skin black, alias regular, Eyes = 
Teeth white. Here.are no flat Noles, or broad 
Lips, occafioned by the Mothers carrying their 
Children on their Backs. The Men have as many Ticir ive. 
Wives as can purchafe, but they are jealous 
only of the firft, who is regarded as the lawful 
Wife: Whereas the reft are, efteemed as. Concu- 
they accommodate all Strangers with the 
Ufe of them, which, is deemed no Scandal here. 


this Difference, that the richer f Thefe Wives are not chargeable, being only fu 


many faithful Selves, who think themflves q 


(qr Farhillas) are feven ox eight Foot high, fup- if, by their-Serviees, they can please their 


* Called alfo Bilm, or Bole. 


if notin magnilyiog the Wholfomenefs 
+ The Merneni gram cp, bat the 
bre, 9. 306. d. et 


» In making the Natives Drinkers, Labat differs from other Authors, 
of the Air, and Fertiliry of the Soil. - 
© Labat’s Poy. du. Chev, dss Marebais en Guinée, vol. 1. 
Poifon commonly ufed feems w be the Juice of ancshex 
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Sera bandand Mafter. They never cohabit with them a ble of taking them, Their Fields are covered 1728. 


while with Child, or for four Years after they 
lie-in. Ln the Village of Bdyré there are reckon- 
ed fix or feven hundred Men, able to bear Arms; 
but the King can raife a much greater Number, 
~ Country being very populous, and the People 
loyal. 


with Oxcn, Cows, Goats, and Sheep. ‘The 
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Labat. 


Mountains abound with Stags, wild Boars, An- —\—~ 


telopes and Hinds. They mutt be very lazy, 
who want Game here. Thole who love the 
Hunting of wild Bealts may find Elephants, 
Lions, and Tygers: Not to reckon the Serpents, 


Region, Tne Prince, who reigned in 1666, was a which are fo large, that they will fwallow a Man, 
Chriftian, and called Don Philip. He gave en- or an Ox whole, without making any Bones of 
tire Liberty of Confcience to his Subjects, and it. 
kept at his Court a Jefuit and a Portugneze Cu- ) Tue Fertility of the Country, and the abun- rads 
sacries who preached Chriftianity, but without dance of Fruits it produces, bring together valt / “F*- 

iffeét; finding it no caly Matter to convert Men, Numbers of Apes of all Kinds, (the White * ex- 
who love Women and Wine to fuch Excefi, cepted) who have multiplied fo, tha: the Natives 
that they cannot be withouteither*, Astothe are obliged to keep a conftant Guard on their 
reft, they are a good, honcft, frank People, fond Plantations, they deftroying them with Poifon, 

of Strangers, and retain much of the Manners Traps, and Arrows. When any European re- 
and Politenefs of the Normans, the firlt Difco- turns from hunting, with four or five Monkeys 
verers of this Coalt. ‘Ivhe prevailing Religion killed, the Negros receive him with a Kind of 

of this Country is Idolatry, without Regulations, ‘Triumph. A good Sportfman might make a 
Feftivals, or Ceremonies. The Number of their ¢ handfome Fortune here of the Prefents given on 
Deities is not fixed, or rather is innumerable, — this Occafion, which are not inconfiderable. On 
every one choofing his Idol according to his the other Hand, the Apes are no Fools. They ?7ir Gun 
Fancy; fome a Horn, fome aCrab’sClaw, fome _ perfeétly know their Enemies, and the Plots laid ®’S- 
a Nail, a Flint, a Snail’s Shell, a Bird’s Head, for their Deftru€tion, and feldom fall twice into 

Thr Fee OF a Root. Thefe they call Feti/oes, and carry the fame Snare. If one of them be wounded 

wihes. about their Neck in a Bag, adorned with Glafs- with an Arrow, the reft ftrive to get it out; 

Beads, Bidjis, (or Kori-Shells) and other and if this be not eafy, on account of the Barbs, 
Bawbles ‘To this Feti/h they offer Morning and they bite off the Wi If any of them be 
Night the beft Provifions they have, praying to hot, when they fee the Blood run, they chew 
it for fach Things as they ftand in Need of. d Leaves to ftop the Wound. Should the Sporef- 
This is all their Worfhip. Happicr than the man fall into their Hands, he would run great 
American Savages, whom the Devil beats cruelly Rifk of being knocked on the Head with Stones, 
when he takes it in his Head®; whereas thele Pieces of Wood, &’c. or of being torn in Pieces ; 
Feti/hes never proceed to fuch Extremities *. for fome of thefe Animals are very large, as 

Tue Mandingo Negros, who are zealous A4%z- _ well as fierce, and of a crucl Difpeftion, when 
hammedans, have endcavoured to propagate that provoked. 
Religion here; but found the Negros of Sierra Besines the Provifions and Refrefhments Commoditia 
Leona were in no Difpofition to change their which Ships take-in here, there is to be had “"4 77d 
ows: Yet it is eafier to convert them, than the Ambergreafe, Civet in the Lump, live Civet 
Mohammedayg of whom their is no Hope *. e Cats, and the beft Ivory in Africa ; being clean, 
Thepokefi repeat the Names of Abraham, Ifaac, without Specks or Flaws, and of a dazzling 
and ‘Facob ; and Circumcifion is praétifed all a- Whitenefs ; which is an inconteftable Proof of 
long the Coaft from Sierra Leona to Benin, the Goodnefs of the Climate, and the Fruit- 

Xe Lund Fere Fae Soil of Barré is no lets fertile than that fulnefs of the Soil. The Tecth are however 

tliy. of the Iflands in the River of Sierra Leona; {maller than thofe they call Morfil-Efkartcille, 
Rice, Millet, Peafe, Beans, Melons, Potatocs, that is, fuch of which four do not weigb an 
Bananas and Figs grow in great Plenty, and are tundred Pound. The Negros eat the Fleth, 
fold for a Trifle. heir Rivers are full of Fifh, and fome £uropeans who have tafted it, fay, that 
which they eat more than Meat, though all Sorts if it be kept awhile, and well dreffed, it differs 
of Flefh are plenty, and fold cheap. Common f little from Beef. ‘The Profit made here by Eu- 
Fowls, Guinea-Hens, Geefe, Ducks, Turkeys, repean Commoditics, is at leait two hundred per 
4nd wiki Pigeons may be had for only the Trou- Cent, and would be much more, if Goods could 

* Labat always imagines, that the idolatrous Negros might be eafily converted : But whenever they are tried, 
finds them no obftmate than the Mohammedan. » This good Father might be atked, (if ferioufly 
mbclieves this) How comes the African Devil to be more good-natured than the American ? © Labat's 
we * Here, after ull, he gives-up the Negros as well as the Mobam- 
’ as, 


Orcidetale, p. soy & Lag. 


Species 1s found in Bambah, See 


before, p. 154. ¢- 
ye ‘ 


be 


